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1. Discuss the important limitations which have weakened the CBI professionally? 

How professionalism and accountability could be ensured in the organization. 

           (250 words) 

   

Answer: 

The Supreme Court has characterized the CBI as "a caged parrot speaking its masters' voice"-
"one parrot with many masters". The Court further observed that the CBI should have stood up 
against pulls and pressures. This is not the first time that the Supreme Court has insisted upon 
the independence of the CBI in investigating cases, especially when persons holding high 
positions in government were themselves involved in malfeasance or in criminal acts. Fifteen 
years ago in a landmark judgment in 1993 on a public interest litigation filed by Vineet Narayan 
for an honest probe in the Jain hawala case, the Supreme Court Bench headed by late Chief 
Justice J.S. Varma laid down a system under which the CBI would be supervised by the Chief 
Vigilance Commission (CVC). 
There is no law at present to ensure independence in investigation by the CBI. At present the 
CBI derives its powers from the Delhi Special Police Establishment Act under which it is only 
an investigating arm of the Central Government. The most important limitation has been that it 
is still an agency under the control of the executive, i.e., it is the executive which shall 
recommend what case is to be investigated by the CBI, and also the superintendence and 
accountability of the CBI is with the executive. Administrative supervision over the CBI is 
divided between the Ministry for Home Affairs, and the Ministry of Personnel. The overall 
supervision of work and budgetary control over the CBI is exercised through the Ministry of 
Personnel. This is the reason why there have been several allegations against the government in 
power regarding its misuse  
Another important aspect was the single directive or the procedure to take prior approval of the 
government to even conduct preliminary inquiry into allegations of corruption against top civil 
servants of the rank of Joint Secretary and above. This was considered the biggest bottleneck in 
the functioning of the CBI as it largely insulated the higher bureaucracy from the investigative 
powers of the CBI, as it was the same higher bureaucracy who was granted the power to decide 
whether investigations could be initiated against it or not. However the SC has now struck it 
down as violative of the Art. 14 of the Constitution and it is expected to empower the CBI in 
some ways. 
The Central government had set up a Group of Ministers to propose reforms and ensure the 
functional independence of the CBI. The GoM recommended that a panel of retired judges 
should monitor investigations being undertaken by the CBI to ensure that the investigations are 
conducted without any external interference. In addition, it also recommended an increase in 
the financial powers of the CBI Director, and a new mechanism for the appointment of the 
Director (Prosecution) which is a Law Ministry appointee at present. These changes will be 
brought about by way of amendments in the DSPE Act. 

 

  



 

 

2 

 
 

 

MODEL PRACTICE QUESTION No – 112 (08.12.2018) 
 

 Plot-1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRP Square, Bhubaneswar-751015 
Ph. :  8984111101, 8093083555. Web : www.vanikias.com, E-mail : vaniksias@gmail.com 

 

PRACTICE QUESTIONS 

Answer the following Questions   

1. In order to make Ayushman Bharat scheme a success, certain key issues plaguing 

India’s healthcare sector need to be resolved. Analyse. (250 words) 

2. What are hybrid instruments. Discuss why there is a need to have a wider choice of 

hybrid instruments that would provide flexibility in terms of control and holding. 

(250 words) 


