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INTERNATIONAL & BILATERAL 
India elected to UN Human Rights Council 
India was elected to United Nations’ Human Rights Council’, the main body of UN charged with 
promoting and monitoring human rights for period of three years beginning January 1, 2019. In this 
secret ballot election held in 193-member UN General Assembly (UNGA) India secured 188 votes in 
Asia-Pacific category, the highest number of votes among all candidates. Total 18 new members in 
the five regional categories were elected by absolute majority (i.e. minimum of 97 votes are required 
to get elected through secret ballot). From Asia-Pacific region category, Fiji with 187 and Bangladesh 
178 votes were also elected along with India. This was fifth time India has been elected to UNHRC, 
previously was elected 2006-2009, 2011-2014 and 2014-2017. 
How were the elections held 
Elections took place via secret ballot in the 193-member General Assembly. However, the number of 
candidates for all the five regions matched the vacancies, which made the elections a mere 
formality. 
On the 47-member Council, the seats are allocated based on “equitable regional distribution”, which 
meant that the Asia-Pacific region would have a total of 13 seats, with some coming up for election 
every year. 
India was included in the first batch of 47 countries that were elected to the Council in 2006 after it 
was established. India also received an initial one-year term instead of three to facilitate a rotating 
roster of vacancies every year. 
What is the UNHRC 
The Human Rights Council was created by the Assembly in March 2006 as the principal United 
Nations body dealing with human rights. 
The Human Rights Council comprises 47 elected Member States, and is categorised on the basis of 
equitable geographical distribution. Seats in the Council are allocated to the five regional groups as 
follows: African States, 13 seats; Asia-Pacific States, 13 seats; Eastern European States, 6 seats; Latin 
American and Caribbean States, 8 seats; and Western European and other States, 7 seats. 
All five of the General Assembly’s regional groups had submitted competition-free slates. This meant 
that all candidates, regardless of their rights records, were almost assured seats on the council. 
Members of the council work to engage countries on improving human rights. They make decisions 
ranging from exposing violations to recommending that UN Security Council make referral to 
International Criminal Court (ICC). UNHRC does not have authority to take action but can exert 
significant pressure on violating country. It can also set up special rapporteurs with mandate to 
investigate and report human-rights violations and abuses. 
Why is this important 
India’s presence on the Council will be important as the former UN High Commissioner for Human 
Rights Zeid Raad Al Hussein asked the body to facilitate an international commission of inquiry into 
allegations of human rights violations in Kashmir. 
India has promised that it will continue to support global efforts to tackle problems such as racism, 
racial discrimination, xenophobia, and related intolerance. In the nomination pledge, India 
presented a broader approach to human rights, emphasising on topics such as climate justice, 
health, and poverty alleviation. 
On the eve of the elections, rights group Human Rights Watch stated that UN member nations 
should oppose the candidacies of the Philippines and Eritrea to the Human Rights Council due to 
their “egregious human rights records”. 
6th RCEP Inter-sessional Ministerial Meeting held in Singapore 
 After 6th RCEP ministerial meeting held in August 2018, the 6th Interregional Ministerial Meeting 

of Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) was held in Singapore.  
 From Indian side, Minister of State (MoS) for Commerce & Industry and Consumer Affairs, Food 

and Public Distribution C. R. Chaudhary had attended the meeting. 
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 RCEP is a proposed proposed free trade agreement (FTA) or comprehensive regional economic 
integration agreement between the 10-ASEAN countries (Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam) and its six FTA partners (Australia, 
New Zealand, India, China, Japan and Korea). 

 The negotiations for this mega trade deal were formally launched at 2012 ASEAN Summit in 
Cambodia. 

India and Sri Lanka sign two MoU for construstion of 1200 houses 
 India and Sri Lanka signed two Memoranda of Understanding (MoU) for construction of 1200 

houses through 50 model villages, using Indian grant assistance of 60 crore Srilankan rupees. 
 With this, India’s collaboration with Srilankan government under Model Villages Housing Program 

stands at 2400 houses in 100 model villages. As per the new MoUs, 600 houses each will be 
constructed in the Southern and Northern Provinces. 

 The project will target low income landless and homeless beneficiaries. A cash grant of 5 lakh Sri 
Lankan rupees will be provided to each beneficiary in installments, linked to the stages of 
construction of the house. Indian financial commitment, under grant, for housing in Sri Lanka 
currently stands at around 350 million US dollars. 

 
NATIONAL 

National Health Profile 2018 
The Minister of State for Health and Family Welfare has released an Analytical Report of the 
National Health Profile-2018 prepared by the Central Bureau of Health Intelligence (CBHI). 
Analytical Report of National Health Profile – 2018 
 The report indicates that significant progress has been made in the country for various health 

outcomes, which is an encouraging sign 
 The Profile covers demographic, socio-economic, health status and health finance indicators, 

along with comprehensive information on health infrastructure and human resources in health. 
 CBHI has been publishing National Health Profile every year since 2005 and this is the 12th 

About National Health Resource Repository (NHRR) 
 The Union Health Ministry June 2018,  has launched the first ever registry in the country registry 

of authentic, standardised and updated geo-spatial data of all public and private healthcare. 
 Aim: To create a reliable, unified registry of country’s healthcare resources showing the 

distribution pattern of health facilities and services between cities and rural areas. 
 Under the Collection of Statistics Act 2008, more than 20 lakh healthcare establishments such 

as hospitals, doctors, clinics, diagnostic labs, pharmacies and nursing homes would be 
enumerated under this census, which will capture data on more than 1,400 variables. 

 The Central Bureau of Health Intelligence (CBHI) has looped in key stakeholders, including 
leading associations, allied ministries, and several private healthcare service providers. 

 NHRR will be the ultimate platform for comprehensive information of both, Private and Public 
healthcare establishments including Railways, ESIC, Defense and Petroleum healthcare 
establishments. 

 The aim of the project is to develop a comprehensive platform for over 25 lakh healthcare 
establishments.  

 NHRR will cohesively work with Ayushman Bharat - National Health Protection Mission (AB-
NHPM) and Central TB Division (CTD) on an integrated plan for the larger benefit of ensuing 
Hospital empanelment and private sector engagement. 

 The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) is the project technology partner adhering to 
paramount Data Security. 

National census for all healthcare facilities 
 The NHRR project involves conducting a national census for all public and private healthcare 

facilities including hospitals, doctors, clinics, blood banks, pharmacies, diagnostic labs etc. 
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 Each healthcare establishment shall be visited by field operational teams from IQVIA Consulting 
& Information Services India Pvt Ltd (formerly IMS Health), the implementation partner for the 
NHRR project. 

 The information collected in the national census will be kept confidential and shall be used for 
statistical purposes only. 

Expected outcomes 
 The key expected outcomes of the NHRR project are to provide comprehensive data on all 

health resources including private doctors, health facilities, chemists, and diagnostics labs. 
 It will establish a National Health Resource Repository for evidence based decision making, 

aligned with the Digital India mission.  
 It will enhance the coordination between central and state government for optimisation of 

health resources and improving accessibility of data at all levels, including State HODs. 
 It will create a reliable, unified registry of country’s healthcare resources showing the 

distribution pattern of health facilities and services between cities and rural areas. 
 It will generate real-world intelligence to identify gaps in health and service ratios, and ensure 

judicious health resource allocation and management.  
 It will identify key areas of improvement by upgrading existing health facilities or establishing 

new health facilities keeping in view the population density, nature, health condition, distance, 
etc.  

 It will enhance center and state government coordination to ensure intelligent use of health 
resources to ensure superior health access, service delivery and improve accountability for 
effective centre-to-state funding. 

 
Sikkim awarded FAO’s Future Policy Gold Award for 100% organic farming 
Sikkim was awarded UN Food and Agriculture Organisation’s (FAO) Future Policy Gold Award (Gold 
Prize) for its achievement in becoming the world’s first totally organic agriculture state. Sikkim beat 
out 51 other nominees from around the world for the award. Policies from Brazil, Denmark and 
Quito (Ecuador) were joinlty Silver Awards. 
Sikkim is first organic state in the world and all farmlands in the state are certified organic. State’s 
policy approach reaches beyond organic production and has proven transformational for its 
citizens.The policy implemented by state of organic farming has phased out chemical fertilisers and 
pesticides, and achieved total ban on sale and use of chemical pesticides in the state. The transition 
has benefitted more than 66000 farming families in state. 
What is Organic farming? 
Organic farming is a method or in other term known production systems used to produce food and 
fiber. It involves much more than choosing not to use pesticides, genetically modified organisms, 
fertilizers, growth hormones and antibiotics. Organic farming is an ecological management strategy 
to maintain and enhance the soil fertility and prevent soil erosion. Organic farming promotes 
ecological balance and conserves biodiversity. 
Transition to 100% organic state also has greatly benefited its tourism sector and numbers of 
tourists have increased by over 50% between 2014 and 2017.  With this Sikkim has set excellent 
example for other Indian states and countries worldwide for successfully upscale agroecology. 
Advantages of Organic Farming. 
1. Farmers can reduce their production costs because they do not need to buy expensive 

chemicals and fertilizers, Healthier farm workers. 
2. They improve plant growth and physiological activities of plants. 
3. In the long term, organic farms save energy and protect the environment. It can slow down 

global warming. 
4. There is an increasing consumer are willing to pay more for organic foods.  
5. Fewer residues in food. 
6. More animals and plants can live in the same place in a natural way. This is called biodiversity. 
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7. Pollution of ground water is stopped. 
8. They reduce the need for purchased inputs. 
9. Poison-free, Food Tastes Better, Food Keeps Longer 
10. Organic manures produce optimal condition in the soil for high yields and good quality crops. 

Disadvantages of Organic Farming. 
1. Organic food is more expensive because farmers do not get as much out of their land as 

conventional farmers do. Organic products may cost up to 40% more. 
2. Production costs are higher because farmers need more workers. 
3. Marketing and distribution is not efficient because organic food is produced in smaller amounts. 
4. Food illnesses may happen more often. 
5. Organic farming cannot produce enough food that the world’s population needs to survive. This 

could lead to starvation in countries that produce enough food today. 
FACT FOR PRELIM 

Government launches Youth Road Safety Learners Licence Programme 
Union Ministry of Road Transport & Highways has launched Youth Road Safety Learners Licence 
programme in New Delhi. It is Public–private partnership (PPP) initiative in collaboration with Diageo 
India and Institute of Road Traffic Education (IRTE). 
Significance 
 The programme is a part of the Union Government’s efforts to emphasise on the importance of 

road safety, as recent times have seen an alarming rise in road fatalities especially among the 
youth. 

 The programme will help the government achieve its target of reducing road accidents by 50 
percent by 2020 

 Some of the major factors resulting in high road accidents include rash driving, drunken driving 
and the lack of adequate safety measures like not wearing helmets. 

Background 
India accounts for 12.5% (over 1.45 lakh fatalities a year) of global road accidents, with one road 
accident occurring every four minutes. Alarmingly, 72% victims involved in such road mishaps are 
between age groups of 15-44 years with speeding, reckless and drunk driving being the top reason 
accounting for 1.5% of road traffic accidents and 4.6% of fatalities. 

National Human Rights Commission celebrates Silver Jubilee 
 National Human Rights Commission (NHRC), apex statutory watchdog of human rights in the 

country, celebrated Silver Jubilee (25 years) on October 12, 2018.  
 It was established on October 12, 1993 as per the statutory provisions of Protection of Human 

Rights Act, 1993. 
 NHRC also released special silver jubilee logo and commissioned documentary titled ‘NHRC: 25 

years, Billion Hopes’ capturing the 25 years of its journey. It also organized ‘Human Rights Mela’ 
and ‘Human Rights Street Theatre Festival’ in New Delhi. 

 NOTE: President appoints Chairman and members of NHRC on recommendation of high-powered 
committee headed by Prime Minister.   

 Headquarters: New Delhi.Chairperson: Shri Justice H. L. Dattu  
Chief Minister’s Urban Leaders Fellowship Programme launched in Delhi  
 Delhi government has launched Chief Minister’s Urban Leaders Fellowship Programme to provide 

unique opportunity to young leaders across India to work within the Delhi government to address 
some of the most pressing urban challenges in India. 

 It also seeks to attract youth who are passionate about public service and are willing to work for 
two years. 

 The fellows will be paid remuneration of Rs 1.25 lakh per month and Rs 75,000 per month to 
Associate Fellows. 
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Special Central Government Package for Footwear and Leather Sector 
 The Central Government has approved a special package for employment generation in leather 

and footwear sector. Centre has approved four projects worth over 105 crore rupees to promote 
leather industry in Tamil Nadu. 

 The projects, under the Central Sector Scheme, Indian Footwear, Leather and Accessories 
Development Programme (IFLADP). 

 Earlier, the government had approved a special package for employment generation in leather and 
footwear sector. The package involves implementation of Central Sector Scheme- IFLADP with an 
expenditure of 2600 crore rupees for 2017-20. 

 The Commerce and Industry Ministry said that in-principal approval has also been given to mega 
leather cluster at Bantala in West Bengal. This will generate employment for around 7000 people 
and lead to an investment of up to 500 crore rupees. 

 
MISCELLANEOUS 

 
New Academy Prize in Literature: Maryse Conde wins alternative Nobel Literature Prize 
Guadeloupean author Maryse Conde (81) was awarded New Academy Prize in Literature, an alternative 
award formed in protest to Nobel Literature Prize. The winner was announced at a Stockholm library. 
NOTE: New Academy Prize in Literature was formed by New Academy consisting of more than 100 
Swedish writers, artists and journalists in protest to denounce what its founders called bias, arrogance 
and sexism of Swedish Academy, which selects Nobel laureates. The Swedish Academy was plunged 
into turmoil in 2017 over its ties to Frenchman Jean-Claude Arnault, who was jailed for two years in 
early October for rape after the scandal came into light as part of the #MeToo movement. 
First India-US tri-services exercise to be held in 2019  
 The first India-United States tri-services exercise is likely to take place in 2019 in India. It will 

include all services of both countries and talks are on to include special forces.US will second 
country after Russia with whom India conducts tri-services exercise. 

 Both countries are also participating in annual drill called Yudh Abyaas, whose latest edition took 
place in September 2018, and Air Forces take part in bilateral drill called Cope India. Navies of both 
countries also participate in exercise called Malabar which also involves Japan.  

 But this will be first time, three services of India and US will participate in drill together. 
 Indian Army has Para SF, Navy has Marcos while Air Force has Garud as their respective special 

forces. 
Floccinaucinihilipilification: Shashi Tharoor introduces book and a 29-letter word 
 Congress leader Shashi Tharoor ‘unveiled’ the word to the public in a tweet that also introduced 

his new book, “The Paradoxical Prime Minister”. 
 Shashi Tharoor described his new book on PM Narendra Modi as “more than just a 400-page 

exercise in floccinaucinihilipilification“. 
 Floccinaucinihilipilification means “the action or habit of estimating something as worthless”. 
 Mr Tharoor is currently a second-term parliamentarian from Thiruvananthapuram constituency. 


