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US government granted India the status of 
STA-1 a trading partner equivalent to its 
closest allies in the NATO. This decision is likely 
to boost India’s defence trade with the U.S. 

The US decision to move India into Tier-1 of 
the Department of Commerce’s Strategic 
Trade Authorisation (STA) license is a logical 
culmination to India’s designation as a Major 
Defence Partner of the US 

It is a reaffirmation of India’s impeccable 
record as a responsible member of the 
concerned multilateral export control 
regimes. 

As a result of this move, India will require less 
number of licences for acquiring U.S. defence 
exports. 

Apart from India, other Asian countries in the 
STA-1 list are Japan and South Korea. 

Way Forward 

The move is a sign of trust not only in the 
relationship but also on India’s capabilities as 
an economic and a security partner. 

This is because it also presupposes that India 
has the multilateral export control regime in 
place, which would allow the transfer of more 
sensitive defense technologies and dual use 
technologies to India and without the risk of 
any proliferation. 

Currently, 36 countries, mostly all NATO 
nations, have this status, so it’s a very 
elevated status from an export control point 
of view. 

 

 

 

Santosh Paul, an advocate in the Supreme 
Court discusses the reasons for increasing the 
retirement age of judges in India and he also 
compared it with western countries. 

 

The increasing the age of retirement for 
judges was featured in the Venkatachaliah 
Report (Report of the National Commission to 
review the working of the Constitution) in 
2002. 

In 2010 further attempts were made to bring 
the Constitution (114thAmendment) Bill to 
raise the retirement age of High Court judges 
to 65 from 62 years. 

The idea of increasing the retirement age of 
judges once again  brought into sharp focus 
by Justice Kurian Joseph of the Supreme 
Court 

Advantages of increasing the retirement age 
of judges: 

It will bring the Indian judiciary in line with the 
norm worldwide. 

It will ensure the continued presence of a 
strong talent pool of experienced judges. 

New judges can be appointment without 
displacing existing judges. 

It will address the problem of mounting 
arrears of pending cases. 

It will be a buffer against impending litigation 
explosion. 

It will render post-retirement assignments 
unattractive; as a result; strengthen the rule of 
law and independence of judiciary. 

Need for increasing the retirement age: 

Presently, the judge-population ratio in India is 
among the lowest in the world at 19.66 judges 
per million (10 lakh) people. However, the 
western nations like U.K had 51 judges per 
million people in 2016. The figure stood at 107, 
41, and 75 for U.S., Australia, and Canada 
respectively. 

It is also necessary to increase the number of 
judges in the pool to enable the judiciary to 
deal with the enormous pendency of cases. 

According to National Judicial Data Grid Data, 
more than 2.84 crore cases are pending in the 
subordinate courts, 43 lakh cases are pending 
before the High Court, and 57, 987 cases are 
pending before the Supreme Court. 

“Make today worth remembering.”  Zig Ziglar 

INTERNATIONAL AND BILATERAL 

INCREASING THE RETIREMENT AGE OF JUDGES 

INDIA GETS STA-1 STATUS FROM U.S. 

NATIONAL  
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As the India economy grows, the ratio of 
litigation to population will increase 
exponentially. 

Advance economies such as Australia, Canada, 
France, the U.S. and U.K, and Japan have 
much higher litigation to-population ratios. 

Comparison with western countries: 

Most Western liberal democracies of the 
world have retirement age of around 70 for 
judges. 

In the Supreme Court of U.S., and in 
constitutional courts in Austria and Greece, 
judges are appointed for life. 

In Belgium, Denmark, Ireland, the 
Netherlands, Norway and Australia, the 
retirement age for judges is 70 years. 

Judges in Canada and Germany retire at 75 
and 68 , respectively. 

Way ahead: 

According to the author, the issue of 
increasing the retirement age of judges thus 
requires serious consideration beyond 
partisan politics. 

It is a high time to deal with pending cases as 
arrears before the 24 High Courts in India for 
periods as long as 10-20 years. 

Pendency of cases not only debilitate the 
justice redress system;it also make the rule of 
law a distant dream. 

 

 

Recently, the Supreme court reserved a PIL 
petition for judgment , seeking to scrap the 
‘NOTA’ option in Upper House polls 

The Bench was led by Chief Justice Dipak 
Misra. 

According to the CJI, NOTA is meant only for 
universal adult suffrage and direct elections 
and not for polls held by the system of 
proportional representation by means of 
single transferable vote. 

Critizing the system of NOTA, senior advocate 
A.M.Singhvi put forward the following 
arguments: 

NOTA in indirect elections, such as in the Rajya 
Sabha, would lead to horse-trading, 
corruption and using of extra constitutional 
methods to defeat a party. 

NOTA make the system of proportional 
representation by means of single 
transferable vote nugatory and otiose. 

The Election Commission cannot sanction the 
use of NOTA by way of mere circulars, which 
have the effect of overriding the provisions of 
Article 80(4)-proportional representation by 
means of the single transferable vote 

The circular had negated the entire purpose of 
open voting brought in 2003 to further party 
discipline and adherence to party’s choice of 
candidate in the election to the Rajya Sabha. 

However, the Election Commission has gave 
the following counter arguments in support 
of NOTA: 

A person, along with a right to vote, also has 
the right not to vote. 

Even if it is an open ballot system, it does not 
take away his right to not vote. 

 

 

Female genital mutilation has numerous 
health hazards associated with it and amounts 
to violation of right to life and dignity of a 
woman, Chief Justice of India Dipak Misra said 
recently. 

The apex court’s observation came while 
hearing a PIL petition filed to ban female 
genital mutilation performed by some 
communities on children as a religious 
practice. 

The petition said that the practice of female 
genital mutilation cannot be considered as an 
“essential practice” in religion as it can be 
brought under the ambit of the Protection of 
Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act. 

Justice D.Y. Chandrachud remarked that a 
woman’s complete control over her genitalia 
is central to identity, dignity and autonomy. 

Chief Justice Misra asked how such a practice 
can be imposed on women. 

CENTRE FOR REMOVAL OF ‘NOTA’ FROM RS POLL 

SC SLAMS CUSTOM OF GENITAL MUTILATION 
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No one can violate the integrity and the bodily 
privacy of a woman in the name of religion. 

The government has also urged the court to 
issue directions against the practice. 

Attorney-General K.K. Venugopal has 
submitted that female genital mutilation is 
punished with seven years’ imprisonment. 

The international community has also 
condemned this practice. 

Counter arguments: 

However, the Dawoodi Bohra Women’s 
Association for Religious Freedom, has 
contended that “khafz/female circumcision as 
practised by the Dawoodi Bohra community is 
not female genital mutilation. 

It is an essential part of their religion and 
protected under the Constitution. 

 

 

Rajasthan has become the first State in the 
country to implement the national policy on 
biofuels unveiled by the Centre in May this 
year. 

It will lay emphasis on increasing production 
of oilseeds and establish a Centre for 
Excellence in Udaipur to promote research in 
the fields of alternative fuels and energy 
resources. 

A biodiesel plant of the capacity of 8 tonnes a 
day has already been installed in the State 
with the financial assistance of the Indian 
Railways. 

The State government would promote 
marketing of biofuels and generate awareness 
about them. 

The Minister said the State Rural Livelihood 
Development Council would also encourage 
women’s self help groups to explore the 
scope for additional income through the 
supply of biodiesel. 

National Biofuels Policy, 2018: 

The Union Cabinet approved a national policy 
on biofuels that seeks to not only help farmers 
dispose of their surplus stock in an economic 

manner but also reduce India’s oil-import 
dependence. 

The policy expands the scope of raw material 
for ethanol production by allowing the use of 
sugarcane juice, sugar-containing materials 
like sugar beet, sweet sorghum, starch-
containing materials like corn, cassava, 
damaged food grains like wheat, broken rice, 
rotten potatoes that are unfit for human 
consumption for ethanol production. 

The policy also provides for a viability gap 
funding scheme of Rs 5,000 crore in six years 
for second generation (more advanced) 
ethanol bio-refineries in addition to tax 
incentives and a higher purchase price as 
compared to first-generation biofuels. 

Farmers are at a risk of not getting 
appropriate price for their produce during the 
surplus production phase. 

Taking this into account, the policy allows use 
of surplus food grains for production of 
ethanol for blending with petrol with the 
approval of National Biofuel Coordination 
Committee. 

 

 

The oil industry has been witnessing 
significant turmoil and uncertainty in recent 
months. 

The primary benchmark for international oil 
prices, the Brent crude, reached a level 
($80.49 per barrel) in May that was not seen 
since 2014. 

Histrionics around the US sanctions on Iran 
have also affected sentiments considerably. 

In recent weeks, tariffs imposed by the Donald 
Trump administration and the increasing 
production from Saudi Arabia and Libya have 
caused the abatement of prices. 

Impact on India: 

High oil prices are a double whammy for 
India: 

It would widen the country’s trade deficit 

And also impose a fiscal burden on account of 
fertilizer, kerosene and LPG subsidies 

RAJASTHAN FIRST STATE TO IMPLEMENT BIOFUEL 
POLICY 

A LONG-TERM STRATEGY TO REDUCE CRUDE 
IMPORTS 
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Possible options to reduce oil prices & their 
impact: 

The expectation is that the excise duty on 
petroleum products might be lowered unless 
the recent fall in prices sustain. 

The government had collected around Rs2 
trillion from such duties in 2017-18, which 
played a crucial role in fiscal management. 

So, lowering the excise duty would exert 
pressure on the fiscal balance. 

Alternatively, oil marketing companies (OMCs) 
may be asked to absorb losses but that would 
intrude on their capital expenditure plan. 

That would also send rather negative signals 
to markets, which have been watching out for 
any government moves on price control and 
passing over subsidy burdens to oil producing 
and marketing companies, and, in effect, 
rolling back pricing reforms. 

A strategy that can be used 

India now needs a carefully devised strategy 
that is not driven by short-termism but aims to 
gradually insulate the country from global oil 
price volatility. 

Such a strategy should be centred on three 
things 

o Expediting the migration to electric 
mobility 

o Since the transport sector accounts for 
around 70% of the total diesel sales in the 
country, it is an appropriate sphere for a 
transition from traditional fuels to electric 
motors 

o A favourable incentive mechanism 
(subsidy up to 60% of the total cost of an 
electric bus) to help the adoption of 
electric buses gain traction is already in 
place 

What we now need to do is to get the pace of 
building electric vehicle (EV) supportive 
infrastructure to catch up with the addition of 
new electric buses to the public 
transportation system 

Within the transport sector, trucks alone 
account for around 28% of the diesel 
consumption. Thus, creating dedicated 

electric corridors for trucks on the highways 
could go a long way in curbing oil imports 

Expanding the biofuel blending in petrol 

Increasing the blending proportion of 
domestically available biofuels in cooking gas 
and transportation fuel is another way to 
reduce India’s reliance on imported crude oil 

Ethanol is mainly used for blending in our 
country and it is mostly derived from 
sugarcane molasses means its production is 
contingent on weather patterns 

Sugarcane, refining of which creates 
molasses, is a water-intensive crop, so fresh 
incentives to increase ethanol production may 
not be good economics in a country where 
water scarcity is a serious problem 

Hence, methanol, produced from coal, should 
be given more weightage when it comes to 
blending 

Besides, biodiesel supply should be 
augmented by making jatropha farming more 
productive through genetic modification 

If all these measures together reduce oil 
imports by 20%, the country could save up to 
$18 billion a year in terms of foreign exchange 
(assuming oil prices stay around their current 
level) 

Way Forward: 

Reducing the country’s reliance on oil imports 
would bode well for energy security, and 
make our financial markets less volatile in the 
event of untoward developments in the oil 
market 

The savings from reduced oil imports could in 
turn be used to finance infrastructure 
projects, which are crucial for India’s long-
term growth prospects. 

*** 


