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1. In using VVPAT machines to reassure sceptics about an election’s integrity, the ECI has introduced 

a new element, and cost, to the process, which needs to be urgently addressed. Comment.  

           (250 Words) 

Answer: 

Background:- 

Recently there have been high incidences of glitches in the Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT) 

machines in the by-elections in UP and Maharashtra and this has become a major cause of concern for the 

Election Commission of India. 

VVPAT system:- 

• Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT) machines are used during election process to verify that 

the vote polled by a voter goes to the correct candidate. VVPATs are a second line of verification. 

• VVPAT system gives instant feedback to the voter showing that the vote polled has in fact been 

allotted against the candidate chosen. 

Working:- 

• After a voter presses the button on the EVM against the chosen candidate, the VVPAT prints a slip 

containing name of the candidate and the election symbol and drops it automatically into a sealed 

box. 

• The machines give the chance for the voter to verify their vote. The machine is placed in a glass case 

in a way that only the voter can see it. The slip is displayed to the voter for seven seconds after which 

the VVPAT machine cuts it and drops in into the storage box with a beep. The machines can be 

accessed, though, by the polling officials and not by the voter. 

Why was it implemented:- 

• The VVPAT was added to the EVM to audit the voter tallies stored in the machine. 

• This system was deemed necessary as many political parties complained about the possible hacking 

of EVMs. 

• VVPAT implementation was hastened to bring back trust in the election process. 

• Supreme Court of India has for long held a supportive and extra cautious stand when it comes to 

voting. It had directed the EC in 2013 to introduce VVPAT in Lok Sabha Elections 2014 to improve 

voter confidence and ensuring transparency of voting 

Glitches seen in this system:- 

• Machine malfunction and subsequent delays in polling have been recurring issues since VVPAT 

implementation. 

• The VVPAT is also prone to malfunctions, a few being paper jamming, running out of battery and 

unavailability of ink and electricity, which is true for the elections cast in rural areas of India. 

• Even the stored ballot paper or the audit can be tampered with as the VVPAT does not offer any 

solution to differentiate between a legitimate and fraudulent ballot. 
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• Close to 4.2% of the VVPAT machines deployed in the Karnataka elections recently developed 

glitches during the testing as well as polling processes. 

ECI has suggested that 

• These machines were more prone to malfunctioning due to their sensitivity to extreme weather 

conditions and exposure to light. 

• It also blamed the relative inexperience of polling officers handling them, compared to the ballot and 

control units for the electronic voting machines (EVMs) that have been in use for much longer. 

• The use of these machines has added to the complexity of an otherwise simple, single programmable-

chip based system, and rendered it prone to more glitches. 

• In using VVPAT machines to reassure skeptics about an election’s integrity, the ECI has introduced a 

new element, and cost, to the process. 

• Few voters actually notice if the printout doesn’t match their vote. 

• A research conducted in Georgia suggests that a considerable amount of voters do not even verify 

their vote as the verification is voluntary and not necessary. 

• In case the voter does detect a discrepancy, they have to go through the arduous process of casting the 

vote again which can compromise the secrecy of the vote. 

• Observing the pattern of the paper audit of the voter can lead to “ballot stuffing.” There are inherent 

storage concerns too since the ballot paper is printed on thermal paper whose print fades with time. 

Way forward:- 

• ECI should consider deploying the VVPAT machines in a limited, statistically significant, randomly 

chosen set of polling booths. This will reduce the possibility of glitches affecting the polling process 

as well-tested machines could be deployed to such booths. 

• Counting of VVPAT slips by randomly choosing one booth from each constituency need to be done. 

• In a country where 1.3 million EVMs are not VVPAT equipped, it would take time before the 

technical issues have been ironed out. 

• If the inherent lacunae are solved, VVPAT can be an effective alternative. This would entail that it 

becomes audio verified, independent of battery and include the usage of sustainable inks and 

employment of more efficient workforce to manage errors. 

 

 

PRACTICE QUESTIONS 
Answer the following Questions   

1. The American War of Independence deprived Great Britain of one empire, but it 

strengthened the foundations of another. Examine.     (250 Words) 

2. India should not focus too much on joining NSG. Examine in the light of the evolution of 

India as a responsible nuclear power.      (250 words) 


