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The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs 
has approved Centrally Sponsored Scheme of 
National Bamboo Mission (NBM) under 
National Mission for Sustainable Agriculture 
(NMSA) during remaining period of 
Fourteenth Finance Commission (2018-19 & 
2019-20).   

The Mission would ensure holistic 
development of the bamboo sector by 
addressing complete value chain and 
establishing effective linkage of producers 
(farmers) with industry. 

CCEA has also approved Empowerment of 
Executive Committee for formulation of 
guidelines of the NBM and to make the 
changes therein, including cost norms for 
various interventions from time-to-time as per 
the felt needs and specific recommendations 
of States, with the approval of Union Minister 
for Agriculture & Farmers Welfare. 

Beneficiaries: 

The scheme will benefit directly and indirectly 
the farmers as well as local artisans and 
associated personnels engaged in bamboo 
sector including associated industries. Since it 
is proposed to bring about one lakh ha area 
under plantation, it is expected that about 
one lakh farmers would be directly benefitted 
in terms of plantation. 

The Mission will focus on development of 
bamboo in limited States where it has social, 
commercial and economical advantage, 
particularly in the North Eastern region and 
States including Madhya Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh, Odisha, 
Karnataka, Uttarakhand, Bihar, Jharkhand, 
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Gujarat, Tamil 
Nadu and Kerala. 

Bamboo plantation will contribute to 
optimizing farm productivity and income 
thereby enhancing livelihood opportunities of 
small & marginal farmers including landless 
and women as well as provide quality material 

 

to industry. Thus, the Mission will not only 
serve as a potential instrument for enhancing 
income of farmers but also contributing 
towards climate resilience and environmental 
benefits.  

The restructured NBM strives : 

(i) To increase the area under bamboo 
plantation in non forest Government and 
private lands to supplement farm income and 
contribute towards resilience to climate 
change. 

(ii) To improve post-harvest management 
through establishment of innovative primary 
processing units, treatment and seasoning 
plants, primary treatment and seasoning 
plants, preservation technologies and market 
infrastructure. 

(iii) To promote product development at 
micro, small and medium levels and feed 
bigger industry. 

(iv) To rejuvenate the under developed 
bamboo industry in India. 

(v) To promote skill development, capacity 
building, awareness generation for 
development of bamboo sector. 

Background: 

National Bamboo Mission (NBM) started as a 
Centrally Sponsored Scheme in 2006-07, was 
mainly emphasizing on propagation and 
cultivation of bamboo, with limited efforts on 
processing, product development and value 
addition. There, was weak linkage between 
the producers (farmers) and the industry.  

The restructured proposal gives simultaneous 
emphasis to propagation of quality 
plantations of bamboo, product development 
and value addition including primary 
processing and treatment; micro, small & 
medium enterprises as well as high value 
products; markets and skill development, thus 
addressing the complete value chain for 
growth of the bamboo sector. 

 

 

 

“Discipline Your Mind to Think Positively: Discipline your mind to see the good in every 
situation and look on the best side of every event.”  Roy T. Bennett 

NATIONAL  

CABINET APPROVES RESTRUCTURED NATIONAL 

BAMBOO MISSION 
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The Union has given approval to the 
declaration of Scheduled Areas in respect of 
Rajasthan under Fifth Schedule to the 
Constitution of India by rescinding the 
Constitution Order (C.O.)114 dated 12th 
February 1981 and promulgation of a new 
Constitution Order. 

The promulgation of new C.O. will ensure that 
the Scheduled Tribes of Rajasthan will get 
benefits of protective measures available 
under the Fifth Schedule to the Constitution 
of India. 

The Rajasthan Government has requested for 
extension of Scheduled Areas in the State of 
Rajasthan under Fifth Schedule to the 
Constitution of India. 

The Scheduled Tribes residing in Banswara, 
Dungarpur, Pratapgarh, and partial areas of 
Udaipur, Rajsamand, Chittorgarh, Pali and 
Sirohi districts of Rajasthan will get benefits of 
protective measures available under the Fifth 
Schedule to the Constitution of India. 

In accordance with the provisions of 
paragraph 6(2) of the Fifth Schedule to the 
Constitution, the President may at any time by 
order increase the area of any Scheduled Area 
in a State after consultation with the Governor 
of that State; rescind, in relation to any State 
or States, any order or orders made under this 
paragraph, and in consultation with the 
Governor of the State concerned, make fresh 
orders redefining the areas which are to be 
Scheduled Areas. 

The Scheduled Areas were first notified in the 
year 1950. Subsequently, Constitution Orders 
specifying the Scheduled Areas were issued 
for State of Rajasthan in1981.  

As per the Fifth Schedule {Article 244(1)} to 
the Constitution of India, the expression 
‘Scheduled Areas’ means ‘such areas as the 
President may by order declare to be 
Scheduled Areas’.  

The current fifth scheduled areas are in the 
states of Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Gujarat, 
Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Himachal Pradesh, 
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha and 
Rajasthan. 

Administration of these areas: 

The Executive power of the Union shall 
extend to giving directions to the respective 
States regarding the administration of the 
Scheduled Areas. 

The Governors of the State in which there are 
“Scheduled areas” have to submit reports to 
the President regarding the administration of 
such Areas, annually or whenever required by 
the President. 

Tribes Advisory Councils are to be constituted 
to give advice on such matters as welfare and 
advancement of the Scheduled Tribes. 

The Governor is authorised to direct that any 
particular Act of Parliament or of the 
Legislature of the State shall not apply to a 
Scheduled Area or shall apply, only subject to 
exceptions or modifications. The Governor is 
also authorised to make regulations to 
prohibit or restrict the transfer of land by, or 
among members of the Scheduled Tribes. 

The Governor may make regulations for the 
peace and good government of any area in a 
State which is for the time being a Scheduled 
Area. 

These provisions of the Constitution relating 
to the administration of the Scheduled Areas 
and Tribes may be altered by Parliament or by 
ordinary legislation. 

The Constitution provides for the 
appointment of a Commission to report on 
the administration of the Scheduled Areas and 
the welfare of the Scheduled Tribes in the 
States. 

The President may appoint such Commission 
at any time, but the appointment of such 
Commission at the end of 10 years from the 
commencement of the Constitution was 
obligatory. 

 

 

The 23rd meeting of the Western Zonal 
Council was recently held at Gandhinagar, 
Gujarat and the Union Home Minister Shri 
Rajnath Singh chaired the meeting. 

 

CABINET APPROVES DECLARATION OF SCHEDULES 

AREAS IN RAJASTHAN UNDER FIFTH SCHEDULE  

WESTERN ZONAL COUNCIL WAS RECENTLY HELD AT 

GANDHINAGAR 
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Zonal councils: 

Zonal councils have been established by the 
Parliament to promote interstate cooperation 
and coordination. They are statutory bodies 
established under the States Reorganization 
Act 1956 and not constitutional bodies. They 
are only deliberative and advisory bodies. 

There are 5 five Zonal councils namely: 

The Northern Zonal Council, comprising the 
States of Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu 
& Kashmir, Punjab, Rajasthan, National Capital 
Territory of Delhi and Union Territory of 
Chandigarh. 

The Central Zonal Council, comprising the 
States of Chhattisgarh, Uttarakhand, Uttar 
Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh. 

The Eastern Zonal Council, comprising the 
States of Bihar, Jharkhand, Orissa, and West 
Bengal. 

The Western Zonal Council, comprising the 
States of Goa, Gujarat, Maharashtra and the 
Union Territories of Daman & Diu and Dadra & 
Nagar Haveli. 

The Southern Zonal Council, comprising the 
States of Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala, 
Tamil Nadu and the Union Territory of 
Puducherry. 

The Union Home Minister is the Chairman of 
each of these Councils. 

The Chief Ministers of the States included in 
each zone act as Vice-Chairman of the Zonal 
Council for that zone by rotation, each holding 
office for a period of one year at a time. 

Chief Minister and two other Ministers as 
nominated by the Governor from each of the 
States and two members from Union 
Territories included in the zone. 

One person nominated by the Planning 
Commission (which has been replaced by NITI 
Aayog now) for each of the Zonal Councils, 
Chief Secretaries and another 
officer/Development Commissioner 
nominated by each of the States included in 
the Zone. 

Union Ministers are also invited to participate 
in the meetings of Zonal Councils depending 
upon necessity. 

The main objectives of setting up of Zonal 
Councils are: 

∗ Bringing out national integration. 

∗ Arresting the growth of acute State 
consciousness, regionalism, linguism and 
particularistic tendencies. 

∗ Enabling the Centre and the States to co-
operate and exchange ideas and 
experiences. 

∗ Establishing a climate of co-operation 
amongst the States for successful and 
speedy execution of development 
projects. 

 

 

The second stage of the Unnat Bharat 
Abhiyan, a scheme of the Centre aimed at 
making higher education institutions provide 
solutions for problems of villages is set to take 
off with a much wider spread than its first 
stage. 

While just 143 premier institutions like IITs and 
NITs took part in the first stage, UBA 2.0 will 
see open and much wider participation from 
many higher educational institutions. Both 
technical and non-technical institutions have 
been invited to build systems in villages as per 
their strengths. 

The idea is to have a coordinated approach 
where the government and institutions work 
together to facilitate rural development. 

It is expected to be a two-way learning 
process, where institutions share their 
knowledge with villages and also learn from 
the wisdom and common sense of rural folk. 

The key points include helping villages achieve 
100% school results, creating 25 jobs each in 
four sectors in each village where work would 
take place, increasing rural incomes, providing 
drinking water and sanitation to villages, 
disposing village garbage, among other 
things. 

UNNAT BHARAT 2.0 
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Unnat Bharat Abhiyan 

This is an HRD Ministry initiative launched in 
2014 with the two-fold aim to provide rural 
India with professional resource support from 
institutes of higher education in the field of 
STEM and Building institutional capacity in 
Institutes of higher education in research & 
training relevant to the needs of rural India. 

This programme will be launched in 
collaboration with the Indian Institutes of 
Technology (IIT), Indian Institutes of Science 
Education &amp; Research (IISERs) and the 
National Institutes of Technology (NITs) 
throughout the country. 

Each IIT/NIT/IISER will identify 10 villages in its 
neighborhood and work out technologies to 
solve the most pressing issues of the region. 

Various teams from these institutes will visit 
the villages, identify problems and then aim to 
find financially-viable schemes. 

 

 

India is tying up with the United States and 
Finland to develop a pollution-forecast 
system. 

It will help anticipate particulate matter (PM) 
levels at least two days in advance and at a 
greater resolution than what is possible now. 

A key focus would be to develop forecasts 
around the “stubble-burning season” that 
adds to Delhi’s pollution woes in the winter. 

Currently, the System of Air Quality and 
Weather Forecasting and Research (SAFAR) 
serve as the apex forecaster of pollution 
trends in Delhi, Mumbai, Pune, and 
Ahmedabad. It generates a likely air quality 
profile, a day in advance, for these cities. 

It is run out of the Indian Institute of Tropical 
Meteorology, Pune. IITM is an organization 
under the MoES. 

The Union Environment Ministry has released 
a draft of the National Clean Air Programme 
(NCAP) that aims to improve air quality 
monitoring in India. 

It proposes increasing the number of pollution 
monitoring stations and, incorporating it into 
a pollution forecast system. 

System of Air Quality and Weather 
Forecasting and Research (SAFAR): 

Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES), Govt. of 
India, has introduced a major national 
initiative “SAFAR” for greater metropolitan 
cities of India to provide location-specific 
information on air quality in near real time and 
its forecast 1-3 days in advance for the first 
time in India. 

It was started under the plan scheme 
“Metropolitan Advisories for Cities for Sports, 
Tourism (Metropolitan Air Quality and 
Weather Services). 

It has been combined with the early warning 
system on weather parameters. 

The SAFAR system is developed by Indian 
Institute of Tropical Meteorology, Pune, along 
with ESSO partner institutions namely India 
Meteorological Department (IMD) and 
National Centre for Medium Range Weather 
Forecasting (NCMRWF). 

The implementation of SAFAR is done with an 
active collaboration with local municipal 
corporations and various local educational 
institutions and governmental agencies in that 
Metro city. 

 

 

With more and more “physical violence” 
against journalists reported in India, the 
country’s ranking in the Press Freedom Index 
has fallen two places to 138 

This was said in the annual report of 
Reporters without Borders (RSF). 

The report warned that hate crime is another 
issue plaguing India. 

Norway continues to top the list of having the 
world’s freest press for two consecutive years 

The lowest ranking in the list was North Korea 
followed by Eritrea, Turkmenistan, Syria and 
then China. 

 

NEW SYSTEM TO MEASURE AIR QUALITY 

INDIA RANKED 138 IN PRESS FREEDOM INDEX 
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Press Freedom Index: 

The Press Freedom Index is an annual ranking 
of countries compiled and published by 
Reporters without Borders based upon the 
organization’s own assessment of the 
countries’ press freedom records in the 
previous year. 

It intends to reflect the degree of freedom 
that journalists, news organizations, and 
netizens have in each country, and the efforts 
made by authorities to respect this freedom. 

 

 

The government has opened for public 
discussion on its proposed clause in the 
Income Tax Act. 

It would give the government the power to 
specify the applicability of the long-term 
capital gains tax and the security transaction 
tax. 

LTCG tax: 

The Finance Act 2018 had introduced section 
112A in the Income Tax Act, to provide that 
long-term capital gains arising from the 
transfer of a long-term capital asset, if it is an 
equity share in a company, be taxed at 10% of 
the value of the gains exceeding Rs 1 lakh. 

The section provides that the provisions of the 
section shall apply to the capital gains arising 
from a transfer of long-term capital asset 
being an equity share in a company, only if 
securities transaction tax (STT) has been paid 
on the acquisition and transfer of such capital 
asset. 

Security transaction tax: 

STT is levied on every purchase or sale of 
securities that are listed on the Indian stock 
exchanges. 

This would include shares, derivatives or 
equity-oriented mutual funds units. 

The rate of tax that is deducted is determined 
by the central government, and it varies with 
different types of transactions and securities. 

STT is deducted at source by the broker or 
AMC, at the time of the transaction itself, the 

net result is that it pushes up the cost of the 
transaction done. 

STT was introduced in the Budget of 2004 and 
implemented in Oct 2004. 

 

 

The Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) under the 
NITI Aayog has launched the Atal New India 
Challenge. 

 Atal New India Challenge: 

It shall be run in collaboration with various 
ministries- Ministry of Road Transport & 
Highways, Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers 
Welfare, Ministry of Housing and Urban 
Affairs, Ministry of Water Resources, River 
Development & Ganga Rejuvenation and 
Ministry of Drinking Water & Sanitation. 

The Atal New India Challenge, under AIM will 
invite prospective innovators/MSMEs/start-
ups to design market-ready products, using 
cutting edge technologies or prototypes 
across 17 identified focus areas such as 
Climate Smart Agriculture, Smart Mobility, 
Predictive Maintenance of Rolling Stock, 
Waste Management etc. 

Applicants showing capability, intent and 
potential to productize technologies will be 
awarded grants up to Rs. One crore. This 
grant will be further supplemented by 
mentoring, handholding, incubating and other 
support as needed at various stages of 
commercialisation, while generating wider 
deployment for the product. 

The Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) is 
Government of India’s flagship initiative to 
promote a culture of innovation and 
entrepreneurship in the country. 

AIM is mandated to create an umbrella 
structure to oversee innovation ecosystem of 
the country and revolutionizing the innovation 
eco-system – touching upon the entire 
innovation life cycle through various 
programs. 

Atal Tinkering Laboratories (ATLs) create 
innovators, Atal Incubation Centre and 
support to Established Incubation Centre will 
take the innovations to the market and a 

GOVERNMENT SEEKS SUGGESTIONS OF LONG-TERM 

CAPITAL GAINS CLAUSE 

ATAL INNOVATION MISSION (AIM) 
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network of Incubators shall help create 
enterprises around these innovations. 

 

 

 

As part of ongoing Indo-Malaysian defence 
cooperation, a joint training exercise 
HARIMAU SHAKTI is being conducted in 
Malaysia. 

The exercise is aimed at bolstering 
cooperation & coordination between armed 
forces of both the nations and to share the 
expertise of both the contingents in conduct 
of counter insurgency operations in jungle 
terrain. 

 

 

It is an armour panel developed by BARC 
which gives personal protection against 
bullets of different threat levels. 

Bhabha Kavach made up of BARC Nano-
Sheets are lighter in weight with reduced 
trauma level with respect to the existing 
jackets. 

The jacket is made using extremely hard 
boron carbide ceramics that is hot-pressed 
with carbon nano-tubes and composite 
polymer. 

*** 

 

SCIENCE AND TECH 

HARIMAU SHAKTI 2018 

BHABHA KAVACH 


