
 

 

 

1 

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS 5 MAY 2021 

Plot-1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRP Square, Bhubaneswar-751015 

Ph.: 8984111101, 8093083555. Web: www.vanikias.com, E-mail: vaniksias@gmail.com 

NATIONAL  ISSUE 

1.Myanmar Refugees  

The High Court of Manipur has ordered safe passage to seven Myanmar nationals, stranded at a border 

town in Manipur, to travel to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in New 

Delhi. 

Key Points 

Observation made by Manipur HC: 

 Although India has no clear refugee protection policy or framework, it does grant asylum to a 

large number of refugees from the neighbouring country.India usually respects UNHCR‘s 

recognition of the status of such asylum seekers, mainly from Afghanistan and Myanmar. 

 Though India is not a party to the UN Refugee Conventions, it is a party to the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights of 1948 and the International Covenant on Civil and Political 

Rights of 1966. 

 Article 21 of the Constitution encompasses the right of non-refoulement.Non-refoulement is the 

principle under international law which states that a person fleeing persecution from his own 

country should not be forced to return to his own country. 

India-Myanmar Border:The border along the four states is unfenced and porous.Bordering States: India 

and Myanmar share a 1,643 km border and people on either side have familial ties.Arunachal Pradesh 

shares 520 kms,Nagaland shares 215 kms,Manipur shares 398-km,Mizoram shares 510-km. 

Free Movement Regime (FMR):A Free Movement Regime (FMR) exists between India and 

Myanmar.Under FMR, every member of the hill tribes, who is either a citizen of India or a citizen of 

Myanmar and who is resident of any area within 16 km on either side of the Indo-Myanmar Border 

(IMB) can cross the border with a border pass (with one-year validity) issued by the competent authority 

and can stay up to two weeks per visit. 

Recent Influx of People from Myanmar: 

 India already has a lot of Rohingya migrated from Myanmar.Rohingyas are ethnic Muslims of 

Myanmar living in Rakhine province in the Arakan region.About 1,68,000 Rohingyas had fled 

Myanmar since 2012, when clashes with Buddhists erupted in the trouble-torn Arakan region. 

 Since the Myanmar Army seized power on 1st February 2021, there has been an influx of people 

into India‘s north eastern states.Many of them are democracy activists belonging to the Chin 

ethic group, or policemen who said they disobeyed orders to shoot at protesters. 

India’s Stand on Refugees: 

 India has welcomed refugees in the past, and on date, nearly 3,00,000 people here are 

categorised as refugees. But India is not a signatory to the 1951 Refugee Convention or its1967 

Protocol. Nor does India have a refugee policy or a refugee law of its own. 

 This has allowed India to keep its options open on the question of refugees. The government can 

declare any set of refugees as illegal immigrants — as has happened with Rohingya despite the 

UNHCR verification — and decide to deal with them as trespassers under the Foreigners Act or 

the Indian Passport Act. 

 The closest India has come to a refugee policy in recent years is the Citizenship Amendment 

Act, 2019, which discriminates between refugees on the basis of religion in offering them Indian 

citizenship. 

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees(UNHCR): 

 United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) is a UN Refugee Agency and a 

global organization dedicated to saving lives, protecting the rights and building a better future 

for refugees, forcibly displaced communities and stateless people. 
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 It was created in 1950 to help millions of Europeans who had fled or lost their homes.It is 

headquartered at Geneva, Switzerland. 

2.Fire Safety in India 

Recent few years , there have been deadly fires in hospital buildings, which make a huge loss to national 

wealth including those treating Covid-19 patients.The National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) says 330 

people died in commercial building fires in 2019. 

Key Points 

Provisions in India Related to Fire Safety: 

 Constitutional Provision: 

1. The Fire Services is a State subject and has been included as a Municipal function in the XIIth 

Schedule of the Constitution of India under Article 243 (W). 

 The National Building Code (NBC) of India, 2016: 

1. Part 4 of the NBC is titled 'Fire and Life Safety'. 

2. NBC, published by the Bureau of Indian Standards, is a ―recommendatory document‖, and 

States have been asked to incorporate it into their local building bylaws, making the 

recommendations a mandatory requirement. 

3. All existing and new buildings are classified by nature of use, such as residential, educational, 

institutional, assembly (like cinemas and auditoria), business, mercantile, industrial, storage and 

hazardous. 

4. The code broadly covers the following areas:Fire Prevention: This covers aspects of fire 

prevention pertaining to the design and construction of buildings. It also describes the various 

types of buildings materials and their fire rating.Life Safety: This covers life safety provisions in 

the event of fire and similar emergencies, also addressing construction and occupancy features 

that are necessary to minimise danger to life from fire, smoke, fumes or panic. 

 Guidelines by National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA): 

1. It has also stipulated requirements for fire safety in public buildings, including hospitals, which 

incorporate elements of the NBC, besides design guidelines on maintaining minimum open 

safety space, protected exit mechanisms, dedicated staircases, and crucial drills to carry out 

evacuations. 

 The Central Government has also circulated ‗Model Bill on Maintenance of Fire & Emergency 

Services 2019'. 

Concerns: 

 Lack of unified fire services in some of the states as unified fire services provide all the 

necessary guidelines and instruction in fire fighting. 

 Proper organisational structure, training and career progression of its personnel lacking in most 

of the fire departments in India. 

 Inadequate modern equipment and their scaling, authorization & standardization. 

 Appropriate and adequate funding is not available, which inhibits technological progression for 

fire fighting. 

 Unavailability of training institutions impinges real-time environmental understanding. 

 Lack of infrastructural facilities – fire stations and accommodation of personnel etc. 

 Vulnerability analysis is mostly not done. 

 Lack of Public awareness (DOs & DON‘Ts), and regular mock exercises and evacuation drills 

are not conducted. 

 Lack of Uniform fire safety legislation.Recently few states such as Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu and 

Kerala were found not complying with the NBC. 

Leading Cause: 

 Electrical faults are cited as the leading cause of fires but State governments are widely criticised 

for being lax with building safety laws and for failing to equip public buildings with modern 

technology. 
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 Hospital ICUs (intensive care units) are a great fire risk because they are oxygen-suffused, and 

need to meet high standards. 

 INDIAN DEFENCE  

P-8I Patrol Aircraft 

The US State Department has approved the sale of six P-8I patrol aircraft and related equipment to India. 

The six aircraft will come fitted with encrypted systems, as India has signed the Communications 

Compatibility and Security Agreement (COMCASA) with the US. 

Key Points 

About the P-8I Aircraft: 

 It is a long-range maritime reconnaissance and Anti-Submarine Warfare Aircraft. 

 It is a variant of the P-8A Poseidon aircraft that Boeing company developed as a replacement for 

the US Navy‘s ageing P-3 fleet. 

 With a maximum speed of 907 kmph and an operating range of over 1,200 nautical miles, the P-

8Is detect threats and neutralize them if required, far before they come anywhere near Indian 

shores. 

 Indian Navy became the first international customer for the P-8 aircraft in 2009. 

Indo-US Defence Ties: 

 This proposed sale will help to strengthen the US-Indian strategic relationship. 

 For the US, India continues to be an important force for political stability, peace, and economic 

progress in the Indo-Pacific and South Asia region. 

 Defense purchases from the United States have been increasingly an integral part of growing ties 

between the two countries. 

 From near zero in 2008, India-US defence trade touched USD 20 billion in 2020, helped along 

by major policy upgrades. 

 The US designating India a Major Defence Partner (in 2016) and then granting it the same access 

to defence technology as NATO allies and Australia, Japan and South Korea under Strategic 

Trade Authorization-1 (STA) in 2018. 

COMCASA Agreement: 

 COMCASA (Communications Compatibility and Security Agreement) is meant to provide a 

legal framework for the transfer of communication security equipment from the US to India that 

would facilitate ―interoperability‖ between their forces — and potentially with other militaries 

that use US-origin systems for secured data links. 

 It is one of the four foundational agreements that the US signs with allies and close partners to 

facilitate interoperability between militaries and sale of high end technology. 

 It is an India-specific version of the Communication and Information on Security Memorandum 

of Agreement (CISMOA). 

 Four Foundational Agreements between the US and its Partners 

1. General Security Of Military Information Agreement (GSOMIA):GSOMIA allows 

militaries to share the intelligence gathered by them.Signed by India in 2002. 

2. Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA):LEMOA allows both countries 

to have access to each other‘s designated military facilities for refueling and 

replenishment.Signed by India in 2016. 

3. Communications and Information Security Memorandum of Agreement (CISMOA): 

Communications Compatibility and Security Agreement (COMCASA) is the India specific 

version of CISMOA.Signed by India in 2018. 

4. Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement (BECA): BECA will allow India and US 

militaries to share geospatial and satellite data with each other.India has signed BECA in 2020. 

 SOCIAL ISSUE 

Women & Youth in State Assemblies 
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Recent data from the three new state assemblies, which are West Bengal, Kerala and Tamil Nadu, show 

less numbers of women and youth Member of Legislative Assemblies (MLAs). 

Key Points 

Reasons for Less Number of Women MLAs: 

1. Illiteracy - It is one of the main hurdles in making women politically empowered. 

2. Work and Family - Uneven distribution of household work between men and women is also 

one of the important factors in this regard. 

3. Lack of Political Networks - The lack of openness in political decision-making and 

undemocratic internal processes pose a challenge for all newcomers, but particularly for women 

as they tend to lack insider knowledge or political networks. 

4. Lack of Resources - Because of their low proportion in the inner political party structure of 

India, women fail to gather resources and support for nurturing their political constituencies. 

5. Lack of Financial Support - Women do not get adequate financial support from the political 

parties to contest the elections. 

6. Societal and Cultural Norms - These norms imposed on women bar them from entering politics. 

7. Unfriendly Environment - Overall political parties‘ environment too is not women-friendly, 

they have to struggle hard and face multi-dimensional issues to create space for them in the 

party. 

Reasons for Less Number of Youth MLAs: 

1. False Believe - Political parties believe that the youth, having not seen enough of life, are 

unprepared for the demands of top-flight politics. 

2. Youth will not be taken seriously - Political parties fear that Indian electors who respect older 

politicians will not take young candidates seriously. 

3. Veterans not leaving - Key party decision makers, typically veterans, do not want to yield 

space. 

4. Muscle power politics - Politicians use muscle and money power to prevent entry of good 

people to enter politics. 

5. Less chance of success - The chances of failure are high and very few people become 

successful. 

6. Good people avoid politics - General perception of a common man about a politician is 

someone who is deceptive and corrupt. So people from well to do fields tend to avoid 

themselves being listed in categories of politicians. 

7. Unethical practices - Many fail to enter due to dirty politics and due to fear of harm to good 

image. Unethical practices have become the norm in politics. 

8. Nepotism - It plays a major role and many youth who become successful politicians belong to 

influential political families. 

9. Other reasons - Rising campaign spending and rotational reservation in municipal, panchayat 

and mayoral elections have created barriers to upward movement for aspiring young politicians. 

Related Initiatives: 

 The Women's Reservation Bill 2008:It proposes to amend the Constitution of India to reserve 

1/3rd of all seats in the Lower house of Parliament of India, the Lok Sabha, and in all state 

legislative assemblies for women. 

 Reservation for Women in Panchayati Raj Institutions:Clause (3) of Article 243D of the 

Constitution ensures participation of women in Panchayati Raj Institutions by mandating not 

less than one- third reservation for women out of total number of seats to be filled by direct 

election and number of offices of chairpersons of Panchayats. 

 National Youth Parliament Festival:It is organised by National Service Scheme (NSS) and 

Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan (NYKS) under the aegis of Ministry of Youth Affairs and 

Sports to:Hear the voice of youth in this age bracket of 18-25 who are allowed to vote but 

cannot contest in elections.Encourage the youth to engage with public issues, understand the 

common man‘s point of view, form their opinion and express these in an articulate manner. 
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 National Youth Parliament Scheme:The Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs has been 

implementing the Youth Parliament programme since 1966.To strengthen the roots of 

democracy, inculcate healthy habits of discipline, tolerance of the view of others and to enable 

the student community to know about practices and procedures of the Parliament. 

IMPORTANT FACTS FOR PRELIM  

1. Small Savings Instruments 

Recently, the central government withdrew its orders of reducing the rates on all small savings 

instruments/schemes. 

Key Points 

About: 

 Small savings instruments help individuals achieve their financial goals over a particular 

period. 

 They are the major source of household savings in India. 

 The small savings instrument basket comprises 12 instruments. 

 Collections from all small savings instruments are credited to the National Small Savings Fund 

(NSSF). 

 Classification: Small savings instruments can be classified under three heads: 

 Postal Deposits: (comprising savings account, recurring deposits, time deposits of varying 

maturities and monthly income scheme). 

 Savings Certificates: National Small Savings Certificate (NSC) and Kisan Vikas Patra (KVP). 

 Social Security Schemes: Sukanya Samriddhi Scheme, Public Provident Fund (PPF) and Senior 

Citizens‗ Savings Scheme (SCSS). 

Rates of Small Saving Instruments: 

 The rates for small saving instruments are announced quarterly. 

 Theoretically, the rate changes is based on yields of government securities of corresponding 

maturity. However, political factors also influence the rate change. 

 The Shyamala Gopinath panel (2010) constituted on the Small Saving Scheme had suggested a 

market-linked interest rate system for small savings schemes. 

2. Converting Nitrogen Plants to Oxygen Plants 

Considering the requirement of medical oxygen amidst the COVID-19 pandemic situation, the 

Government of India explored the feasibility of conversion of existing nitrogen plants to produce 

oxygen. 

Key Points  

 Potential industries, wherein existing nitrogen plants may be converted for production of 

oxygen, were identified. 

 In the nitrogen plants Carbon Molecular Sieve (CMS) is used whereas Zeolite Molecular Sieve 

(ZMS) is required for producing oxygen. 

 Therefore, by replacing CMS with ZMS and carrying out few other changes such as oxygen 

analyzer, control panel system, flow valves etc. existing nitrogen plants can be modified to 

produce oxygen. 

 A nitrogen plant modified for the production of oxygen can be either shifted to a nearby 

hospital.  

 In case it is not feasible to shift the plant, it can be used for on-site production of oxygen, which 

can then be transported to hospital through specialized vessels/cylinders. 

3. Computed Tomography Scan 

CT scans have been in news since several Covid positive patients with mild to moderate Covid 

symptoms, and some with negative RT-PCR reports having Covid symptoms are coming for the test . 
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CT scan : 

1. It is also known as computed tomography scan. 

2. It is a medical imaging technique used in radiology to get detailed images of the body 

noninvasively for diagnostic purposes. 

3. CT scanners use a rotating x-ray tube and a row of detectors placed in the gantry to measure X-

ray attenuations by different tissues inside the body. 

4. The multiple X-ray measurements taken from different angles are then processed on a computer 

using reconstruction algorithms to produce tomographic (cross-sectional) images (virtual 

―slices‖) of a body. 

5. The use of ionizing radiations sometimes restricts its use owing to its adverse effects. 

DAILY ANSWER WRITING PRACTICE 

Q. llustrate the contribution of Plato in the evolution of the theory of virtue. 

 

Ans:  

Introduction 

 Virtue can be defined as the moral character of the person carrying out an action, irrespective of 

ethical duties or the consequences of particular actions. 

 Plato‘s theory of virtue follows the Socratic doctrine, he identifies virtue with knowledge. 

According to him, virtue is teachable, and that humans can learn morality just as they can learn 

any other subject. Thus, moral beings are not born but made through education. 

Body 

Plato’s Theory of Virtue: 

Plato makes a fourfold division of morals and associates them with different parts of the soul. 

 The four virtues are wisdom or prudence, valor, temperance, and justice. Plato divides the soul 

into three parts–rational, spirited, and appetitive. 

1. Wisdom or prudence is the virtue of reason, the first part of the soul. Wisdom is the directing or 

measuring virtue.For instance, without it, courage will become a rash impulse,and quiet endurance 

will degenerate into stony indifference. 

2. Valour is the virtue of spirit, the second part of the soul. Valor preserves the rational intelligence 

which is often beset with anxieties in its struggle against pain and pleasure, desire and fear. 

3. The third part of the soul consists of biological appetites. It is necessary to control their propensity 

towards excess.Temperance regulates human passions and signifies the submission of non-rational 

elements to reason. 

4. Justice refers to the harmonious functioning of the related elements of the soul – the appetitive, the 

spirited, and the rational.Justice in Plato‘s sense makes an individual concentrate on his duties; it 

can be thought of as a sense of duty. 

Conclusion: 

Plato regards the virtues as forming a complex unity wherein he accords a privileged position to justice as 

the overarching virtue. The ideal commonwealth of Plato envisages that every citizen will perform his 

assigned duties without craving for the (more attractive or powerful) roles of others. 

DAILY QUIZ 

Q. Consider the following statements: 

In order to be appointed as a Judge of a High Court: 

1. He should be a citizen of India. 

2. He should have held a judicial office in the territory of India for ten years. 

3. He should be a distinguished jurist in the opinion of the president. 
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Select the correct answer using the code below: 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 1 and 2 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

Q.2 In India, the judges of a High Court are appointed by the: 

 (a) Governor of a State 

 (b) President of India 

 (c) Chief Minister of State 

 (d) Chief Justice of High Court 

Q.3 In India, Parliamentary Committee means a committee that: 

1. Committee is appointed or elected by the House or nominated by the Speaker /Chairman 

2. works under the direction of the Speaker / Chairman 

3. presents its report to the House or to the Speaker / Chairman 

4. has a secretariat provided by the Lok Sabha / Rajya Sabha 

Which of the above given statements is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 3 only 

 (b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

 (c) 1 and 2 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Q.4 Consider the following statements: 

According to the new Vehicle Scrappage Policy, 

1. Commercial vehicles of more than 15 years will have to be mandatorily scrapped if they 

don‘t pass the fitness and emission tests.  

2. Passenger vehicles of more than 20 years will have to be voluntarily scrapped if they don‘t 

pass the fitness and emission tests. 

3. Government departments will have to let go of their vehicles after they are used for 15 

years. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 3 only 

 (c) 1 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

Q. 5 Consider the following statements regarding the Agriculture Infrastructure Fund: 
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1. It is a short term debt financing facility for investment in viable projects for post-harvest 

management infrastructure. 

2. It will be managed and monitored by Small Farmers Agribusiness Consortium (SFAC). 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 

 (b) 2 only 

 (c) Both 1 and 2 

 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 


