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GOVERNANCE 

SUPACE Portal 
Recently, the Chief Justice of India (CJI) launched an Artificial Intelligence (AI) based portal 

„SUPACE‟ in the judicial system aimed at assisting judges with legal research. 

 SUPACE is short for Supreme Court Portal for Assistance in Court‟s Efficiency. 

 Earlier, the E-Courts Project was conceptualised on the basis of "National Policy and Action 

Plan for Implementation of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) in the 
Indian Judiciary - 2005" submitted by the e-Committee of the Supreme Court. 

Key Points 

About SUPACE: 

 It is a tool that collects relevant facts and laws and makes them available to a judge. 

 It is not designed to take decisions, but only to process facts and to make them available to 

judges looking for an input for a decision. 

 Initially, it will be used on an experimental basis by the judges of Bombay and Delhi High 

Courts who deal with criminal matters. 

Significance: 

 It will produce results customized to the need of the case and the way the judge thinks. 

 This will be time saving. It will help the judiciary and the court in reducing delays and 

pendency of cases. 

 AI will present a more streamlined, cost effective and time bound means to the fundamental 

right of access to justice. 

 It will make the service delivery mechanism transparent and cost-efficient. 

Challenge: 

 Redundancy of certain posts after introduction of SUPACE. 

 Since it is intended to do what the human mind can do, but much more efficiently and 

methodically, there is apprehension in the generation of unemployment. 

NATIONAL  DEVELOPMENT 

Chenab Bridge: The World’s Highest Bridge 

Recently, Indian Railways completed the arch closure of the iconic Chenab Bridge in Jammu & 
Kashmir. 

 
Key Points 

 It is the world's highest railway bridge and is part of the Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla rail 

link project (USBRL). 

 The Project was declared as a Project of National Importance in March 2002. 

 This bridge is 1,315-metre long and is the highest railway bridge in the world being 359 

metres above the river bed level. 

 The completion of the steel arch is a major leap towards the completion of the 111 km long 

winding stretch from Katra to Banihal. 

 It is arguably the biggest civil-engineering challenge faced by any railway project in India in 

recent history. 

Unique Features of this Bridge: 

 Bridge designed to withstand high wind speed up to 266 Km/Hour. 
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 Bridge designed for blast load in consultation with DRDO for the first time in India. 

 Bridge designed to bear earthquake forces of highest intensity zone-V in India. 

 First time on Indian Railways, Phased Array Ultrasonic Testing machine used for testing of 

welds. 

 First time on Indian Railways, National Accreditation Board for Testing and Calibration 

Laboratories (NABL) accredited lab established at site for weld testing. 

 Extensive health monitoring and warning systems planned through state of art 

instrumentation. 

INDIAN ECONOMY 

World Economic Outlook: IMF  
The latest edition of the International Monetary Fund‟s (IMF) World Economic Outlook has raised 

its Financial Year (FY) 2021 growth forecast for India to 12.5% from 11.5% estimated earlier in 

January 2021. 

Key Points 

Indian Economy: 

 Indian economy is expected to grow by 12.5% in 2021 and 6.9% in 2022. 

 In 2020, India‟s economy witnessed an estimated contraction of 8%. 

 Growth rate for India in 2021 is stronger than that of China. 

 China was the only major economy to have a positive growth rate of 2.3% in 2020, and is 

expected to grow by 8.6% in 2021 and 5.6% in 2022. 

Global Economy: 

 The IMF predicted stronger recovery in 2021 and 2022 with growth projected to be 6% in 

2021 and 4.4% in 2022. 

 In 2020, the global economy contracted by 3.3% 

 The contraction for 2020 is 1.1% points smaller than previous projection, reflecting: 

 Higher-than-expected growth outturns in the second half of the year for most regions after 

lockdowns were eased and as economies adapted to new ways of working. 

 Additional fiscal support in a few large economies and the anticipated vaccine-powered 

recovery in the second half of the year. 

Suggestions: 

Health Care: 

 The emphasis should be on escaping the health crisis by prioritising health care spending, on 

vaccinations, treatments, and health care infrastructure. Fiscal support should be well 
targeted to affected households and firms. 

Accommodative Monetary Policy: 

 Monetary policy should remain accommodative (where inflation is well behaved), while 

proactively addressing financial stability risks using macroprudential tools. 

Tailored Approach: 

 Policymakers will need to continue supporting their economies while dealing with more 

limited policy space and higher debt levels than prior to the pandemic. 

 This requires better targeted measures to leave space for prolonged support if needed. With 

multi-speed recoveries, a tailored approach is necessary, with policies well-calibrated to the 

stage of the pandemic, the strength of the economic recovery, and the structural 
characteristics of individual countries. 

Priorities: 

The priorities should include green infrastructure investment to help mitigate climate change, digital 
infrastructure investment to boost productive capacity and strengthening social assistance to arrest 

rising inequality. 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

Global Gender Gap Report 2021  
Global Gender Gap Report 2021 was released recently. 

Released by: World Economic Forum 
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Key Points 

 India has fallen 28 places  

 It is now one of the worst performers in South Asia,  

 It is ranked below neighbouring countries – Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan, Sri Lanka and 

Myanmar. 

 India‟s rank: 140 among 156 countries. 

 South Asia incidentally is one of the worst performing regions, followed only by the Middle 

East and northern Africa. 

 Overall, many countries have fared worse in this year‟s rankings compared to last year‟s, on 

account of economic performance. 

 On its current trajectory, it will now take 135.6 years to close the gender gap worldwide. 

 Women represent only 26.1% of some 35,500 parliament seats and just 22.6% of over 3,400 

ministers worldwide 

 In 81 countries, there has never been a woman head of state, as of January 15, 2021. 

INDIAN POLITY 

The Tribunals Reforms (Rationalisation and Conditions of Service) Ordinance, 2021  

Recently, the President promulgated Tribunal Reforms (Rationalisation and Conditions of Service) 

Ordinance 2021 through which the Appellate authorities under nine laws have been replaced with 
High Courts. 

 The Ordinance has amended the Finance Act 2017 to include provisions related to the 

composition of search-cum-selection committees, and term of office of members in the Act 

itself. 

 The Finance Act 2017 

 It empowered the central government to notify rules on qualifications of members, terms 

and conditions of their service, and composition of search-cum-selection committees for 19 

tribunals (such as Customs, Excise, and Service Tax Appellate Tribunal). 

Key Points 

Search-cum-selection committees: 

 The Chairperson and Members of the Tribunals will be appointed by the central government 

on the recommendation of a Search-cum-Selection Committee. 

 The Committee will consist of: Chief Justice of India, or a Supreme Court Judge 

nominated by him, as the Chairperson (with casting vote), 

 Secretaries nominated by the central government, 

 The sitting or outgoing Chairperson, or a retired Supreme Court Judge, or a retired Chief 

Justice of a High Court. 

 The Secretary of the Ministry under which the Tribunal is constituted (with no voting right). 

Term of Office: 

 The term of office for the Chairperson of the tribunals will be of four years or till the 

attainment of the age of seventy years, whichever is earlier. 

 For other members of the tribunals, the term will be of four years or till the age of sixty-

seven years, whichever is earlier. 
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The Nine Laws (Replacement of Appellate Authorities/Tribunals): 

 The Cinematograph Act, 1952. 

 The Trade Marks Act, 1999. 

 The Copyright Act, 1957. 

 The Customs Act, 1962. 

 The Patents Act, 1970. 

 The Airports Authority of India Act, 1994. 

 The Control of National Highways (Land and Traffic) Act, 2002. 

 The Geographical Indications of Goods (Registration and Protection) Act, 1999. 

Reason for Replacing Tribunals: 

Poor Adjudication & Delay: 

 The quality of adjudication has been underwhelming in most cases, the delays have been 

substantial because the government has struggled to find competent persons willing to 

accept positions on these tribunals, and litigation has actually become more expensive, as 
these tribunals added another layer to it. 

Litigations Against Them: 

 There has been incessant litigation since 1985 by advocate bar associations against the 

tribunals over serious questions of their independence from the executive. 

AGRICULTURE 

Direct Payment of Minimum Support Price  

After the recent orders from the Food Corporation of India (FCI), the farm unions warned that the 

Centre‟s insistence on direct payment of Minimum Support Price (MSP) could derail the crop 
procurement process. 

Key Points 

Orders from FCI: 

Direct Payment of Minimum Support Price (MSP): 

 The Centre wants to make direct online MSP payment to farmers‟ bank accounts, to remove 

middlemen from the process. 

 MSP is the price that government agencies pay whenever they procure the particular crop. 

 Currently, arhtiyas (commission agents) get the payments in their accounts, which they in 

turn pay to farmers through cheques. 

 The Centre has to pay 2.5% commission to arhtiyas who facilitate procurement of the crop 

from farmers to government agencies and take commission for that from the government. 

Jamabandhi System: 

 FCI order stipulates that tenant farmers and sharecroppers must produce a jamabandhi. 

 Jamabandhi is a legal agreement proving that they have the right to till leased land, in order 

to get paid for procured crops. 

 The FCI‟s also proposed to tighten quality requirements for wheat and paddy procurement. 

Significance: 

 Transparency and Accountability: The FCI has insisted that direct payment to farmers‟ bank 

accounts, bypassing the powerful arhatiyas or commission agents, will lead to greater 

transparency and accountability. 

 Non-Discriminatory in Nature: There is no selection bias in choosing the beneficiaries based 

on attributes like caste and land size. 

Challenges to the FCI Order: 

 Since arhtiyas play a key role in the Punjab and Haryana farm ecosystem by providing farm 

loans, the move has been opposed by a large section of farmers, as well as the Punjab 

government. 

 According to farm unions, implementing direct payment in haste can lead to many complex 

problems that will exclude so many farmers from getting their price of the crop. 

 Thousands of sharecroppers do not have Jamabandhi or legal agreements and will be hit 

hard. 
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 The FCI‟s proposals to tighten quality requirements for wheat and paddy procurement are 

also being opposed. 

 At a broader level, farmers connected their issues with the FCI with their existing demands 

to repeal the farm laws and enact a legal guarantee for procurement of all crops and 
minimum support prices. 

IMPORTANT FACTS FOR PRELIM  

All-India Survey of Migrant Workers  
Government of India launched the All-India Survey of Migrant Workers and All-India Quarterly 

Establishment-based Employment Survey. 

Ministry: Labour and Employment Ministry  

Key Points 

 Objective of All-India Survey of Migrant Workers: To study the kind of employment-

related migration undertaken by workers. 

 The survey will provide the details of working and living conditions faced by Migrant 

Workers and impact of COVID 19 on their world of work. 

 All-India Quarterly Establishment-based Employment Survey will provide the 

employment estimates for establishments employing ten or more workers and those 
employing nine or less workers. 

 The survey will provide crucial data on the changes in employment situation across the 

selected sectors on a quarterly basis. 

 These surveys will plug-in the data gap on various aspects of labour and employment and 

will aid evidence-based policy making processes. 

DAILY ANSWER WRITING PRACTICE 

Qns  India is known to be the pharmacy of the world. However, the Indian pharma sector faces 

many issues that it needs to rectify. Comment. (150 words) 

Ans:  

Historically, India enjoys an important position in the global pharmaceuticals sector, as India is the 

largest provider of generic drugs globally. Recently, India has decided to export the Covid-19 vaccine 
to many developed and developing countries. 

It is a welcome step as it reaffirms India's designation of pharmacy to the world. However, there are 

many factors that ail India‟s pharma sector. 

Associated Challenges of India’s Pharma Sector 

 Dependence on China: Despite being a global supplier of generic drugs, the Indian 

pharmaceutical industry is highly dependent on China for pharmaceutical raw materials. 

 These raw materials are called the Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients (API). 

 Indian drug-makers import around 70% of their total bulk drug requirements from China. 

 Eroding Manufacturing Base: Today, India is the preferred low-cost producer and exporter 

of simpler off-patent formulations. 

 However, recently there is a deterioration of a country‟s manufacturing sector when producers 

move important activities of manufacturing to low-cost facilities overseas. 

 Spurious Medicine: Fake versions of high value and/or high volume brands of the 

pharmaceutical companies in India are adversely affecting their business performance posing 

another major challenge. 

 Price Capping: Indian pharmaceutical industry is facing pressure from both the government 

and civil society to make generic medicines more affordable for a large section of the 
population of the country. 

 This impacts the profitability of the Indian pharma sector. 

Conclusion 

Apart from augmenting soft power, India‟s Pharma sector is a sunrise sector for the economy. Thus, 
there is a need to rectify the persisting lacuna and invest in future medical technologies like 

Biotechnology. 
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DAILY QUIZ 

1.With reference to National Security Act (NSA)-1980, consider the following statements: 

1. The NSA is a preventive detention law. 

2. Only the Centre government can detain a person to prevent him from acting in any manner 
prejudicial to national security. 

3. The maximum period for which one may be detained is six months. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

a) 1 only 
b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 
2. Which of the following statements is/are correct regarding Racism? 

1. Racism is the discrimination againt a person belonging to a foreign community or nation. 

2. Article 24 of the Indian Constitution prohibit discrimination on ground of race. 

3. India is signatory to the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 
Discrimination (ICERD). 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1 and 2 only 
b) 2 only 

c) 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 
3. Consider the following statements: 

1. Exercise Varuna is an Indo-French naval exercise. 

2. All the QUAD members will also participate in Varuna exercise. 

3. Varuna exercise will be conducted in the Indian Ocean Region. 
Which of the statements given above is/are not correct? 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 only 
c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1 and 3 only 

4. With reference to the “Sankalp se Siddhi”-Village and Digital Connect Drive, consider the 
following statements: 

1. It is launched by the Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of India 

(TRIFED). 

2. It aims to activate the Van Dhan Vikas Kendras (VDVKs) in the villages. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

5. Consider the following statements: 

1. International Maritime Organization (IMO) is a specialized agency of the United Nations. 
2. India is a member of IMO. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 


