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GOVERNANCE 

Challenges with National Security Act, 1980 

 In some cases it has been found that the National Security Act-1980 (NSA) was invoked to prevent 

the person from being released from judicial custody even if the accused had got bail. 

 The NSA empowers the state to detain a person without a formal charge and without trial. 

Key Points 

About the National Security Act, 1980: 

 It is a preventive detention law. 

 Preventive Detention involves the detainment of a person in order to keep him/her from committing 

future crimes . 

 Article 22 (3) (b) of the Constitution allows for preventive detention and restriction on personal 

liberty for reasons of state security and public order. 

 Further, Article 22 (4) states that no law providing for preventive detention shall authorise the 

detention of a person for a longer period than three months unless: 

 An Advisory Board reports sufficient cause for extended detention. 

 Such a person is detained in accordance with the provisions of any law made by the Parliament. 

Gives Power to the Government: 

 The NSA empowers the Centre or a State government to detain a person to prevent him from acting 

in any manner prejudicial to national security. 

 The government can also detain a person to prevent him from disrupting public order or for 

maintenance of supplies and services essential to the community. 

Period of Confinement: The maximum period for which one may be detained is 12 months. But the term can 

be extended if the government finds fresh evidence. 

Issues with the Act: 

 It is an administrative order passed either by the Divisional Commissioner or the District Magistrate 

(DM) and not detention ordered by police based on specific allegations or for a specific violation of 
the law. 

Conditions when NSA can be evoked: 

 Even if a person is in police custody, the DM can invoke NSA against him. 

 If a person has been granted bail by a trial court, he can be immediately detained under the NSA. 

 If the person has been acquitted by the court, the same person can be detained under the NSA. 

Against the Constitutional Right: It  also takes away an individual‘s constitutional right (Article 22 of Indian 

Constitution) to be produced before the magistrate within 24 hours as is the case when the accused is in police 

custody. 

 The detained person also does not have the right to move a bail application before a criminal court. 

Immunity for Passing and Carrying Out Order: The DM who passed the detention order is protected under 

the Act, no prosecution or any legal proceeding can be initiated against the official who carried out the orders. 

Supreme Court Observation: 

 The Court has held that the preventive detention under NSA has to be strictly maintained with the 

delicate balance between social security and citizen freedom. 

 It also held that to prevent ―misuse of this potentially dangerous power, the law of preventive 

detention has to be strictly construed‖ and ―meticulous compliance with the procedural safeguards‖ 

has to be ensured. 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 

Every year, 21st March, is observed as International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination. 

The day calls for solidarity against racism and racial discrimination. 

Key Points 

 The United Nation General Assembly in October 1966 proclaimed 21st March as the International 

Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, to be commemorated annually. 

 On that day, in 1960, police opened fire and killed 69 people at a peaceful demonstration in 

Sharpeville, South Africa, against the apartheid pass laws. 

Aparthied: 

 It was a policy which governed relations between South Africa‘s white minority and non-white majority. 

 It sanctioned racial segregation, poltical and economic discrimination against non-whites. 

 Proclaiming the Day in 1966 which signifies the struggle to end the policy of apartheid in South 

Africa. 

2021 Theme: ‗Youth standing up against racism' 
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Significance: 

 Racial discrimination, beyond being a breach of human rights, has harmful effects on human health 

and well-being, and risks wider disruptions to social cohesion. 

Racism:Racism, also called racialism, the belief that humans may be divided into separate and exclusive 
biological entities called ―races‖; that there is a causal link between inherited physical traits and traits of 

personality, intellect, morality, and other cultural and behavioral features; and that some races are innately 

superior to others. 

Current Prevalence: 

 The anonymity of the Internet has allowed racist stereotypes and inaccurate information to spread online. 

 At the onset of the pandemic, traffic to hate sites and specific posts against Asians grew by 200% in 

the US. 

 In India and in Sri Lanka, social media groups and messaging platforms were used to call for social and 

economic boycotts of religious minorities, amid false information accusing them of spreading the virus. 

 Structural forms of discrimination, including micro-aggressions and everyday indignities, remain 

widespread. 

 The use of new technologies and artificial intelligence in security raise the spectre of ‗techno-racism‘, 

as facial recognition programmes can misidentify and target racialized communities. 

Provisions Against Racial Discrimination in India: 

 Article 15, Article 16 and Article 29 of the Constitution of India prohibit discrimination on grounds 

of ―race‖. 

 Section 153A of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) also refers to ―race‖. 

 India also ratified the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 

Discrimination (ICERD) in 1968. 

INDIAN ECONOMY 

HSN Code 

The ministry of finance has announced that businesses with turnover of Rs 5 crore and above will have to 
furnish six-digit HSN or tariff code on the invoices issued for supplies of taxable goods and services 

Key Points 

 HSN stands for Harmonised System of Nomenclature code. It is mandatory for both B2B and B2C 

tax invoices on the supplies of Goods and Services.  

 This was introduced in 1988 by the World Customs Organization (WCO).  

 This was introduced for a systematic classification of goods both national and international.  

 This is a 6-digit code that classifies various products. 

 India has been using HSN codes since 1986 to classify commodities for Customs and Central Excise. 

HSN codes apply to Customs and GST.  

 The codes prescribed in the Customs tariff are used for the GST purposes too. HSN is used all over 

the world.  

 There are different HSN codes for various commodities. HSN codes remove the need to upload 

details about the goods which makes filing of GST returns easier. 

 The HSN code contains 21 sections. These are divided into 99 chapters which are divided into 1244 

sections. This system helps in making GST simpler and globally accepted. HSN codes for goods at 6 

digits are universally common. Common HSN codes apply to Customs and GST. Codes prescribed in 

the Customs tariff are used for the GST purposes. In Customs Tariff, HS code is prescribed as 

heading (4 digits HS), sub-heading (6 digits HS) and tariff items (8 digits).  

SAC HSN code 

 SAC code stands for Services Accounting.  

 This is issued by Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC) to classify each service under 

GST.  

 Each service has a unique SAC.  

 These SAC codes can be used in invoices created by you for the services you delivered. HSN and 

SAC codes are used to classify goods and services under GST regime. 

INTERNATIONAL RELATION 

Exercise La Perouse 

Indian Navy Ships INS Satpura and INS Kiltan alongwith P8I Long Range Maritime Patrol Aircraft are 

participating, for the first time in multilateral maritime exercise La Pérouse, being conducted in the Eastern 

Indian Ocean Region from 5th to 7th April 2021. 

Post conduct of La Perouse, the Indo-French Naval exercise ―Varuna― is scheduled in the Western Indian 

Ocean, wherein UAE too shall be participating. 
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Key Points 

 The first edition of La Pérouse joint exercise, initiated by France in 2019, included ships from 

Australia, Japan and the US. 

 The exercise is named after the eighteenth century French Naval explorer. 

 India's participation in 2021 completed the QUAD force representation in the French led Naval 

Exercise. 

 QUAD is a grouping of India, USA, Australia and Japan which aims to safeguard the interests of 

democratic nations in the Indo-Pacific region and address global challenges. 

 
It will provide an opportunity for these five like-minded, high-end naval forces to develop closer links, 

sharpen their skills, and promote maritime cooperation throughout a free and open Indo-Pacific. 

Naval Significance of Indo-Pacific: 

 The Indo-Pacific is slowly but surely turning into a serious Naval Theatre for multi-national activities 

with a vision to establish a free, open, inclusive and a rule-based ordering of the Indo-Pacific to 

support the freedom of navigation and peaceful cooperative use of the seas. 

 The goal is to respect and adhere to the international laws like the United Nations Convention on the 

Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) and peaceful resolution of territorial sea disputes. 

 On the other hand, China endeavours to establish a defensive perimeter around its seas (Yellow Sea, 

East China Sea and part of South China Sea) by following a sea denial policy in these regions. 

QUAD+ France Pacific Ocean Concerns: 

 The region of Pacific Islands stretches from Hawaii in the north to Tonga in the south, and Easter 

Island in the east to New Caledonia in the west. 

 US interest in the Indo-Pacific region has always been well illustrated with the fact that US Indo-
Pacific Command established after World War II is the largest unified command. 

 France has a direct strategic and economic stake in New Caledonia, French Polynesia, and Wallis and 

Futuna. France is a member of the Pacific Community and the Secretariat of the Pacific Regional 

Environment Programme (SPREP). 

 Japan although has trade ties with China but has always been suspicious of China‘s growth as a 

military power. China‘s assertiveness closer to Japanese waters and airspace have been a testing time 

for Japan. 

 Indian Navy has always maintained a tactical advantage over the IOR to ensure compliance to the 

internationally established Rules of the Road (ROR) for the seas. 

 This has been respected by the world (like declaration of warships transiting IOR etc.), but Indian 

Navy has observed and reported multiple sightings of undeclared Chinese ships and submarines 
suspiciously lurking within the IOR. 

ENVIRONMENT AND BIODIVERSITY 

Forest Fires: A Threat to Biodiversity 

Since the advent of the year 2021, there has been a series of forest fires in many states of India, including in 

Wildlife Sanctuaries. 

Key Points 

Forest fire can be described as any uncontrolled and non-prescribed combustion or burning of plants in a 

natural setting such as a forest, grassland, brush land or tundra, which spreads based on environmental 

conditions (e.g., wind, topography). 

Forest Fires can be incited by human actions, such as land clearing, extreme drought or in rare cases by 

lightning. 

Instances of Forest Fires in 2021: 



 

 

 

4 

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS  07 APRIL 2021 

Plot-1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRP Square, Bhubaneswar-751015 

Ph.: 8984111101, 8093083555. Web: www.vanikias.com, E-mail: vaniksias@gmail.com 

 January saw prolonged fires in Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh (Kullu Valley) and Nagaland-

Manipur border (Dzukou Valley). 

 The Simlipal National Park in Odisha saw a major fire between February-end and early March. 

 Recent fires also include those in Bandhavgarh Forest Reserve in Madhya Pradesh, and in sanctuaries 
for the Asiatic lion and the great Indian bustard in Gujarat. 

Vulnerability of India’s Forests to Fires: 

 Based on previous fire incidents and records, forests of the Northeast and central India regions are the 

most vulnerable areas to forest fires. 

 Forests in Assam, Mizoram and Tripura have been identified as ‗extremely prone‘ to forest fire. 

 States with large forest areas under the ‗very highly prone‘ category include Andhra Pradesh, 

Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Odisha, Maharashtra, Bihar and Uttar Pradesh. 

 As per the 2020-2021 annual report of the MoEFCC, Western Maharashtra, Southern Chhattisgarh 

and areas of Telangana and Andhra Pradesh, along with central Odisha, are turning into ‗extremely 

prone‘ forest fire hotspots. 

 Areas under the ‗highly prone‘ and ‗moderately prone‘ categories make up about 26.2% of the total 
forest cover — a whopping 1,72,374 sq km. 

 Most fires are man-made, sometimes even deliberately caused. For example, in Odisha, which saw a 

major fire last month in Simlipal forest, villagers are known to set dry leaves to fire in order to collect 

mahua flowers, which go into preparation of a local drink. 

Impact of Forest Fire: 

 Forest fires can have multiple adverse effects on the forest cover, soil, tree growth, vegetation, and 

the overall flora and fauna. 

 Fires render several hectares of forest useless and leave behind ash, making it unfit for any vegetation 

growth. 

 Heat generated during the fire destroys animal habitats.. 

Importance of Forests: 

 Forests play an important role in mitigation and adaptation to climate change. 

 They act as a sink, reservoir and source of carbon. 

 A healthy forest stores and sequesters more carbon than any other terrestrial ecosystem. 

Efforts to Mitigate Forest Fires: 

 Since 2004, the FSI (Forest Survey of India) developed the Forest Fire Alert System to monitor forest 

fires in real time. 

 In its advanced version launched in January 2019, the system now uses satellite information gathered 

from NASA and ISRO. 

 National Action Plan on Forest Fires (NAPFF) 2018 and Forest Fire Prevention and Management Scheme. 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

H-1B Visa Rule to expire 
USA President Joe Biden has allowed the H-1B visa rule to expire. 

Key Points  

 In June 2020, former USA President Donald Trump halted the issuance of non-immigrant work visas 

of several types, including the skilled worker visa, or H-1B. 

 It was valid until March 31, 2021. 

 Its expiry order shall bring relief to a large number of Indian nationals, especially IT workers.  

Do you know?  

Until now, the U.S. issued 85,000 H-1B visas annually, of which 20,000 went to graduate students and 65,000 

to private sector applicants, and Indian nationals would garner approximately 70% of these. 

IMPORTANT FACTS FOR PRELIM  

Sankalp Se Siddhi: TRIFED 
The Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of India (TRIFED), under the Ministry of Tribal 

Affairs, has launched ―Sankalp se Siddhi‖ - Village and Digital Connect Drive. 

The main aim of this drive is to activate the Van Dhan Vikas Kendras (VDVKs) in the villages. 

Key Points 

About Sankalp se Siddhi Drive: 

 The drive will entail 150 teams (10 in each region from TRIFED and State Implementation 

Agencies/Mentoring Agencies/Partners) visiting ten villages each. 

 Thus, 100 villages in each region and 1500 villages in the country will be covered. 

 The visiting teams will also identify locations and shortlist potential Van Dhan Vikas Kendras for 

clustering as TRIFOOD, and SFURTI units as larger enterprises. 
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 Scheme of Fund for Regeneration of Traditional Industries (SFURTI) is a scheme of the Ministry 

of Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises (MSME). 

 Rs. 200 crore Sales during the next 12 months is targeted as a result of this initiative once the 

VDVKs are activated in these 1500 villages. 

 The teams will also identify tribal artisans and other groups and empanel them as suppliers so that 

they can have access to larger markets through the Tribes India network – both physical outlets and 

TribesIndia.com. 

Tech For Tribals: 

 Tech For Tribals program aims to transform 5 crore Tribal Entrepreneurs by capacity building and 

imparting entrepreneurship skills to tribal forest produce gatherers enrolled under the Pradhan 

Mantri Van Dhan Yojana (PMVDY). 

 The Van Dhan Vikas Yojana is an initiative of the Ministry of Tribal Affairs and TRIFED. It was 

launched to improve tribal incomes through value addition of tribal products. 

 The program will ensure higher success rate of the Tribal Entrepreneurs by enabling and 

empowering them to run their business with marketable products with quality certifications. 

Van Dhan Vikas Kendras: 

 Van Dhan Vikas Kendras have been provided by Van Dhan Vikas Yojana. 

 Van Dhan Vikas Kendra (VDVKs) are for providing skill upgradation and capacity building 

training to tribals and setting up of primary processing and value addition facilities. 

 Tribals are trained here and then provided with working capital to add value to the products, which 

they collect from the jungle. 

TRIFOOD Scheme: 

 It is a joint initiative of the Ministry of Food Processing Industry, Ministry of Tribal Affairs and 

TRIFED and it promotes value addition to MFP. 

DAILY ANSWER WRITING PRACTICE 

Qns  “India is one of the major hubs of illicit drug trade.” Discuss the statement in the light of drug abuse 

problems in India especially in the border areas. (150 words) 

Ans:  

Recently, AIIMS submitted its report ―Magnitude of Substance Use in India‖ to the Ministry of Social Justice 

and Empowerment. Key highlights of the report are: 

 Around 5 crore Indians reported to have used cannabis and opioids at the time of the survey (conducted 

in the year 2018). 

 It has been estimated that there are about 8.5 lakh people who inject drugs. 

India and Illicit Drug Trade 

 Major Hub of Illicit Drug Trade: According to a report by the United Nation Office on Drugs and 

Crime (UNODC), India is one of the major hubs of illicit drug trade ranging from age-old cannabis to 

newer prescription drugs like tramadol, and designer drugs like methamphetamine. 

 Drug Trafficking Routes: India is in the middle of two major illicit opium production regions in the 

world, the Golden Crescent (Iran-Afghanistan-Pakistan) in the west and the Golden Triangle (South-

East Asia) in the east. 

Golden Triangle 

 It represents the region coinciding with the rural mountains of Myanmar, Laos, and Thailand. 

 It is Southeast Asia‘s main opium-producing region and one of the oldest narcotics supply routes to 

Europe and North America. 

Golden Crescent 

 This region of South Asia is a principal global site for opium production and distribution. 

 It comprises Afghanistan, Iran, and Pakistan. 

Associated Challenges 

 Easy Borders: The borders are porous and difficult to control in the lower Mekong region so cross-

border movements and drug trafficking are rampant in the region. 

 Evolving Ways of Trafficking: The methods of containerised trafficking, couriers and body-packing 

have reduced are some ways of drug movement in India. 

 Limited Control: There is limited government control in the Golden Triangle and trafficking continues 

at high volumes. 

 Unaffected Supply: The supply of precursor chemicals is easier because major organised crime groups 
source chemicals through direct diversion from industry and not diversion from illicit overseas trade 

channels. 
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Way Forward 

 Additional efforts would be required at the national, regional, and international level to carefully 

analyse methods and trends to understand changes to drug markets in the wake of the pandemic. 

 There is a need to understand the change in the strategy of drug trafficking organisations as a result of 
the Covid-19 measures. 

 Moreover, methods or procedures to deal with illicit drug supply, their usage must be institutionalised 

in order to ensure that fight against this menace is not compromised in face of a pandemic or any other 

crisis. 

Conclusion 

 Drug addiction and trafficking can harm the national security and integrity of a nation and degrades the 

human resource of a country. 

 With the advent of coronavirus, the intensity of the illicit drug trade in India is expected to rise. The 

government needs to implement the existing laws strictly to prevent drug trafficking and its resultant 

drug abuse. 

DAILY QUIZ 

1.Consider the following statements: 

1. India‘s Forex Reserves include the Foreign Currency Assets (FCA) and Gold reserves only. 

2. The Foreign Currency Assets are expressed in dollar terms. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

2. Consider the following statements about Odia language: 

1. It is the oldest language of the eastern Indo-Aryan Family. 
2. It is derived from the Sanskrit language. 

3. Adikabi Sarala Das wrote Mahabharata in Odia. 

Which of the statements given above is/are not correct? 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 3 only 

d) 2 and 3 only 

3. With reference to the Godavari River, consider the following statements: 

1. It rises from Trimbakeshwar near Nasik in Maharashtra and flows into the Bay of Bengal. 

2. Its drainage basin extends over the states of Maharashtra, Telangana and Andhra Pradesh only. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

4. With reference to the Special Drawing Rights (SDR), consider the following statements: 

1. It is an international reserve asset, created by the International Monetary Fund (IMF). 

2. The value of the SDR is calculated from a weighted basket of major currencies. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 
5. With reference to Rare disease, consider the following statements: 

1. Rare diseases have low prevalence but are not life threatening. 

2. All the rare diseases have genetic origin. 

3. There is no treatment available for rare diseases. 

Which of the statements given above is/are not correct ? 

a) 1 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 


