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GOVERNANCE 

Shramik Kalyan Portal  
Indian Railways ensures 100% compliance of payment of minimum wages to contract workers through 

e-application Shramik Kalyan Portal. 

Key Points 

Indian Railway Shramik Kalyan  

 Developed and launched: 1st October, 2018. 

 It ensures the compliance of provisions of Minimum Wages Act.  

 The contractors are required to regularly upload wage payment data into e-application. 

 It ensures that contractual workers of Indian Railways get their rightful dues 

INDIAN  ECONOMY 

Mera Ration Mobile App  
Mera Ration Mobile App was launched recently.  

Ministry: Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution  

Key Points 

 Target audience: For the benefit of those ration card holders who move to new places in search 

of livelihood. 

 At present 32 States and Union Territories are covered under One Nation One Ration Card 

(ONORC).  

 At present, the system covers nearly 69 Crore National Food Security Act- NFSA beneficiaries 

in the country. 

INTERNATIONAL RELATION 

India attends first QUAD Summit 
PM Modi recently attended the first Quad Summit.  

Key Points 

 Other countries that attended:  U.S.A‟s President, Australian PM and Japanese PM  

 Access to COVID-19 vaccines, cooperation on technology, and climate change were discussed.  

 Quad vaccine initiative was announced in which India will manufacture American vaccines with 

Japanese funding and Australian logistical support for countries in the Indo-Pacific region. 

 Three working groups were also launched — Quad vaccine experts group, Quad Critical and 

Emerging Technology Working Group, and Quad Climate Working Group. 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

Genome Mapping in Indian Ocean  

Genome Mapping in Indian Ocean shall be taken up by Scientists from the National Institute of 

Oceanography (NIO), Panaji, Goa. 

  
Key Points 

 Onboard research vessel Sindhu Sadhana, the team will traverse over 10,000 nautical miles in 

the Indian Ocean to reveal the internal working of the ocean at a cellular level. 

 It is the first-of-its-kind research project in India.  

Objective: Understanding the biochemistry and the response of the ocean to climate change, nutrient 

stress and increasing pollution. 

Duration: 3 years 

INDIAN JUDICIARY 

SC’s  rule over State Election Commissioners  
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The Supreme Court has held that independent persons and not bureaucrats should be appointed as State 

Election Commissioners. 

Key Points 

 Giving government employees the additional charge of State Election Commissioners is a 

“mockery of the Constitution”. 

 It directed that the States should appoint independent persons as Election Commissioners all 

across India.  

Important value additions  

Article 243K 

 Article 243K deals with the Elections to the Panchayats.  

 It states that The superintendence, direction and control of the preparation of electoral rolls for, and 

the conduct of, all elections to the Panchayats shall be vested in a State Election Commission.  

 It shall consist of a State Election Commissioner to be appointed by the Governor.  

 The conditions of service and tenure of office of the State Election Commissioner shall be such 

as the Governor may by rule determine.   

 The State Election Commissioner shall not be removed from his office except in like manner 

and on the like ground as a Judge of a High Court.  

 The conditions of service of the State Election Commissioner shall not be varied to his 

disadvantage after his appointment. 

ART & CULTURE 

Bamiyan Buddhas 
In March 2001, the Taliban began blowing up two monumental Buddha statues in Afghanistan‟s 

Bamiyan Valley. 

Now, 20 years later, on the anniversary of the annihilation, the Bamiyan Buddhas have been brought 

back to life in the form of 3D projections in an event called “A Night With Buddha”. 

Bamiyan Buddhas 

 The Bamiyan Buddhas were great examples of a confluence of Gupta, Sassanian and Hellenistic 

artistic styles. 

 They are said to date back to the 5th century AD.  

 They were once the tallest standing Buddhas in the world. 

 They were called by the locals Salsal and Shamama.   

 Salsal means “light shines through the universe”; Shamama is “Queen Mother”. 

 UNESCO included the remains in its list of world heritage sites in 2003 

 Efforts have been made to restore and reconstruct the Buddhas in their niches with the pieces available. 

Bamiyan 

 It is situated in the high mountains of the Hindu Kush in the central highlands of Afghanistan. 

 The valley is set along the line of the Bamiyan River.  

 It was once integral to the early days of the Silk Roads, providing passage for merchants, 

culture, religion and language. 

INTERNAL SECURITY 

Increase in arrests under UAPA Act 
According to the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA), number of persons arrested under the UAPA 

(Unlawful Activities [Prevention] Act) in 2019 has increased by over 72% as compared to year 2015.  

Key Points 

 In 2019, the highest number of arrests were made in Uttar Pradesh (498), Manipur (386), Tamil 

Nadu (308), J & K (227) and Jharkhand (202). 

 Only 2.2 % of cases registered under the UAPA between 2016-2019 ended in convictions by court. 

 Cases under the UAPA are investigated by the State police and the National Investigation 

Agency (NIA). 

 Under the UAPA, getting bail is rare and the investigating agency has up to 180 days to file a 

charge sheet 

IMPORTANT FACTS FOR PRELIM  

Sahitya Akademi Award 
Recently, Marathi writer Nanda Khare refused to accept the Sahitya Akademi award for his novel 

“Udya”, published in 2014. 
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Key Points 

About Sahitya Akademi Award: 

 Sahitya Akademi award established in 1954, is a literary honour that is conferred annually by 

Sahitya Akademi, India‟s National Academy of letters. 

 Akademi gives 24 awards annually to literary works in the languages it has recognized and an 

equal number of awards to literary translations from and into the languages of India. 

 Besides the 22 languages enumerated in the Constitution of India, the Sahitya Akademi has 

recognised English and Rajasthani as languages in which its programme may be implemented. 

 The Sahitya Akademi award is the second-highest literary honour by the Government of India, 

after the Jnanpith award. 

Criteria for Choosing Awardee: 

 The author must be of Indian Nationality. 

 Book/work eligible for the award must be an outstanding contribution to the language and 

literature to which it belongs. 

 When equal merit for books of two or more are found, certain criteria like total literary 

contribution and standing of authors shall be taken into consideration for declaring award. 

About the Marathi Novel ‘Udya’: 

 It is a futuristic account of the possible scenarios emerging as consequences of the current 

capitalistic and machine-driven human life. 

 It nuances how humans have been enslaved by machines, particularly by the ones that are 

susceptible to surveillance of one‟s personal life. 

Jnanpith Award 

 The Jnanpith award is the highest literary award in India and can only be conferred annually 

upon an Indian citizen. 

 English along with other languages mentioned in Indian Constitution (8th Schedule) is 

considered for the Award. 

 The prize carries a cash award of Rs. 11 lakhs, a citation, and a bronze replica of Vagdevi 

(Saraswati), the goddess of learning. 

 It is sponsored by the cultural organization Bharatiya Jnanpith. 

 For 2018, author Amitav Ghosh became the first English language writer to become a Jnanpith 

laureate. 

 Akkitham Achuthan Namboothiri in Malayalam language is the latest recipient of the award 

for the year 2019. 

Other Sahitya Akademi Awards 

 Sahitya Akademi Bal Sahitya Puraskar is given to an author based on his/her total contribution 

to children literature and relates to books first published during the five years immediately 

preceding the year of Award. 

 Sahitya Akademi Yuva Puraskar relates to books published by an author of the age of 35 and 

below. 

DAILY ANSWER WRITING PRACTICE 

Qns. Including more women in science and applied technologies is critical for the advancement of 

society. Discuss. (150 Words) 
Ans:  

Since independence, successive governments in India have taken many steps in bringing gender 

empowerment. However, various developmental indices like Global Gender Gap Index 2020 where India 

ranks in 112th place, reflect that still, a lot needs to be done in this regard. 

 One such area of improvement is increasing gender participation in STEM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering, Mathematics) fields. 

Status of Women in STEM Fields 

 About 43% of STEM graduates in India may be women, which is the highest in the world, but 

women‟s share in STEM jobs in India is a mere 14%. 

 Most of the women STEM graduates in India either pursue another career or do not work at all. 

Women across the world face the „leaky pipeline‟ problem in STEM fields. 

 Women leave the workforce, due to the absence of supportive institutional structures during 
pregnancy, safety issues in fieldwork and the workplace. 
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 The STEM field is so perpetuated with gender stereotypes. It has a very strong male-dominated 

culture. Further, there is a lack of role models for girls and women. 

 Not just societal norms but issues related to poor education and healthcare access are responsible 

for a lesser number of women in these fields. 

Way Forward 

 Leveraging Digital India: With the launch of Digital India, there has been a dramatic rise in terms 

of increased access to the internet across the country. 

 Thus, digital India provides an opportunity to impart education in the STEM field to women. 

 Replicating ISRO Model: The role of women engineers in the launch of the Indian Space 

Research Organisation‟s second moon mission, Chandrayaan-2 shows that how social shackles 

pertaining to women are loosening. 

 Thus, there is a need for emulating ISRO‟s model in STEM fields. 

 Bringing Behavioral Change: Subdued gender participation emanates from social-economic 

issues, which can be treated by bringing behavioral change. 

 For this, the contributions of women in the STEM sector should be highlighted in textbooks. 

 This may motivate the next generation of girls to be leaders in the STEM sector. 

Conclusion 
A recent research report by McKinsey said that narrowing the gender gap in STEM can lead to an increase 

of $12-28 trillion in the global economy. Thus, India should look at Gender equality as an essential facet of 

the development perspective. 

DAILY QUIZ 

1. Which of the following is not correct regarding “DigiLocker”? 

 a) It was launched by Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology. 

 b) Users need to possess an Aadhar number to use DigiLocker. 

 c) DigiLocker also provide free cloud storage of 5 GB to account holder. 

 d) DigiLocker issued documents are at par with original documents as IT Act, 2000. 

2.  Which of the following are part of abiotic method of pollination in plants? 

1. Wind 

2. Rain 

3. Water 

4. Insects 

Choose the correct option: 

 a) 1, 2 and 3 only   b) 1, 3 and 4 only 

 c) 2, 3 and 4 only   d) All of the above 

3.  Consider the following statements regarding “Sounding Rockets”: 

1. These are four stage solid propellant rockets used for probing upper atmospheric region.  

2. The first launching of sounding rocket from Thumba launching station started India‟s space 

programme.  

3. Rohini Series is consolidated group of all sounding rockets made by ISRO. 

Which of the above statements are correct? 

 a) 1 and 2 only   b) 1 and 3 only 

 c) 2 and 3 only   d) All of the above 

4.  Consider the following statements regarding “Shola Forest” and identify the incorrect statement: 

 a) It is a type of Tropical Rain forest. 
 b) These forests are found in the valley above height of 1500 meter or more. 

 c) Red-coloured young leaves turning into different colours on maturity is a prominent characteristic 

of the Shola forests 

 d) Alien species have been one of the threats to the shola forest and grasslands. 

5.  Which of the following is not a feature of UDAAN scheme? 

 a) For the first time, helipads were connected to the scheme. 

 b) Inclusion of Tourism Routes under UDAN in coordination with the Ministry of Tourism. 

 c) Inclusion of Tier 4 cities in Regional connectivity service. 

 d) Inclusion of Seaplanes for connecting Water Aerodromes. 


