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GOVERNANCE 

Indian Medicines Pharmaceutical Corporation Limited (IMPCL) 
Indian Medicines Pharmaceutical Corporation Limited (IMPCL) has tied up with the Government e-

Market (GeM) portal for selling its products online. 

Key Points 

 GeM has created 31 categories under which IMPCL can upload medicines on the Portal. 

 Now, the Ayurvedic and Unani medicines will figure on the portal to hundreds of government 

sector buyers. 

 The prices are finalised by Ministry of Finance, Department of Expenditure. 

Do you know? 
IMPCL is the public sector manufacturing unit of the Ministry of AYUSH. 

It is the only CPSE under Ministry of AYUSH. 

INDIAN  ECONOMY 

MSME Credit Health Index 

The latest MSME Credit Health Index indicates that MSME credit growth has accelerated in the quarter 

ending September 2020 as compared to the quarter ending in June 2020. 

The Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme (ECGLS) has helped in the credit growth for the Micro, 

Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) sector. 

Key Points 

About the MSME Credit Health Index: 
Launch: The TransUnion CIBIL in partnership with the Ministry of Statistics & Programme 

Implementation (MoSPI) has launched MSME Credit Health Index. 

The Index is published quarterly. 

Aim: To provide a measure of the growth and strength of the MSME sector in India. 

The Index will provide government, policy makers, lenders and MSME market participants, a numeric 

indicator for benchmarking the health of the MSME sector. 

Measurement: The Index measures the credit health of India‟s MSME industry on two parameters i.e, 

growth and strength. Both the growth and strength indices follow the principle of higher the better. 

Growth is measured by plotting increase in exposure value (outstanding balances) over time. 

An increasing Growth Index indicates improvement in credit growth. 

Strength is measured by decrease/increase in credit risk in terms of non-performing assets (NPA). 

An increasing Strength Index implies better asset quality and therefore denotes an improvement in the 

structural strength of the sector. 

Significance: This measurement model will facilitate better MSME credit risk management, formulation 

of strategies and policies to support the revival and resurgence of the MSME sector and the economy. 

Latest Data: 

 The overall growth index inched up to 114 points, which is a three-point increase from 111 in 

June, 2020. 

 The overall Strength Index also improved to 89 from 83 over the same period. 

About the Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme: 

 The scheme was launched as part of the Aatmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan package announced in 

May 2020 to mitigate the distress caused by coronavirus-induced lockdown, by providing credit 

to different sectors, especially Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs). 

 The ECLGS provides for the Guaranteed Emergency Credit Line (GECL) facility. 

 The GECL is a loan for which 100% guarantee is provided by the National Credit Guarantee 

Trustee Company (NCGTC) to Member Lending Institutions (MLIs) - banks, financial 

institutions and Non-Banking Financial Companies (NBFCs). 

 The loans are extended in the form of additional working capital term loan facility in case of 

banks and additional term loan facility in case of NBFCs to eligible Micro, Small and Medium 

Enterprises (MSMEs)/business enterprises and interested Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana 

(PMMY) borrowers. 

INTERNATIONAL RELATION 

First Counter-Terrorism Dialogue Between India-Nigeria 
The First Strategic and Counter-Terrorism Dialogue was held between India and Nigeria. 
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Key Points 

Discussions were held on the threats and challenges faced by democratic societies from terrorism, 

extremism, and radicalization. 

Specific areas of cooperation were identified to enhance fight against terrorism. 

Do you know? 
Nigeria is a country in West Africa bordering Niger in the north, Chad in the northeast, Cameroon in the 

east, and Benin in the west.  

Its southern coast is on the Gulf of Guinea in the Atlantic Ocean. 

It‟s capital is Abuja. 

 

India – Sweden Virtual Summit 

Virtual Summit was held between India and Sweden 

Bilateral issues and other regional and multilateral issues of mutual interest were discussed. 

Key Points 

The two countries expressed satisfaction at the implementation of the Joint Action Plan and Joint 

Innovation Partnership  

 
 



 

 

 

3 

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS  10 MARCH 2021 

Plot-1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRP Square, Bhubaneswar-751015 

Ph.: 8984111101, 8093083555. Web: www.vanikias.com, E-mail: vaniksias@gmail.com 

These were agreed during Indian Prime Minister‟s visit to Sweden for India-Nordic Summit in 2018. 

Sweden‟s decision to join the International Solar Alliance (ISA) was also welcomed. 

The growing membership the Leadership Group on Industry Transition (LeadIT) was appreciated. 

LeadIT was launched during the UN Climate Action Summit in September 2019 in New York. 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

Equine Herpes Virus Outbreak in Europe 

Recently, there has been an outbreak of Equine Herpes Virus (EHV-1) among horses in Europe. 

So far seven countries have confirmed EHV-1 cases: Spain, Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, Sweden 

and Qatar. 

Key Points 

About Equine Herpes Virus (EHV): 

 Equine Herpes Virus is a common DNA virus that occurs in horse populations worldwide. 

 EHV is a family of viruses which are named by numbers such as EHV 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5. 

 There are more viruses in this family, but EHV 1, 3, and 4 pose the most serious health risks for 

domestic horses. 

Health Risks: 

 EHV1 can cause manifestations of disease in horses, including respiratory disease, abortion and 

neonatal death. 

 This strain can also cause neurological problems, leading to paralysis and in some cases, death. 

Horses that contract this virus can develop a lack of coordination, weakness, loss of appetite and 

are unable to stand. 

Spread of EHV-1 Virus 

 It is contagious and spread by direct horse-to-horse contact via the respiratory tract through nasal 

secretions. 

 This virus can also be spread indirectly through contact with physical objects that are 

contaminated with the virus. 

 Equine Herpesvirus Myeloencephalopathy (EHM) is another name for the neurologic disease 

associated with Equine Herpes Virus (EHV) infections. 

Precautions and Treatment: 

 As the infection has a high transmission rate, keeping a diseased horse in isolation is required. 

 Treatments may include anti-inflammatory drugs. 

DEFENCE AND SECURITY 

Negev Light Machine Guns (LMGs) 
The Indian Army will induct the first lot of new Light Machine Guns (LMG) from Israel.  

Key Points 

 The contracted Negev 7.62X51 mm LMG is a combat proven weapon.  

 It is currently used by several countries around the globe. 

 This LMG will greatly enhance the lethality and range of a soldier 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

Transgender Community Desk at Cyberabad 
A „Transgender Community Desk‟ was inaugurated at Gachibowli Police Station, Telangana. 

It is India‟s first-of-its-kind gender inclusive community policing initiative. 

Key Points 

 The desk will be managed by a police liaison officer and a transgender person who is designated 

as community coordinator. 

 It will be the focal point for all grievance redressal (violence, discrimination, etc.) among the 

transgender community of the district.  

 It will also provide counselling, legal aid, soft skills training, job placements, etc. in partnership 

with the Department of Women and Child Welfare, and District Legal Services Authority. 

ODISHA  DEVELOPMENT 

Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary 

A three-member panel constituted by the Orissa High Court made a field trip to the Gahirmatha marine 

sanctuary to assess the measures taken for the conservation of endangered olive ridley sea turtles. 

Key Points 

 According to an environment magazine‟s report, 800 olive ridley turtles died since January due 
to negligence of the States Forest and Fisheries department. 
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 The olive ridley turtles turn up in millions for mass nesting along the Odisha coast every year. 

 Gahirmatha beach off Bay of Bengal coast in Odisha is acclaimed as the world‟s largest 

nesting ground of these turtles. 

ENVIRONMENT AND BIODIVERSITY 

Chinese Dam on Brahmaputra 

According to a draft of China‟s Five-Year Plan (2021-2025), first dams are to be built on the lower 

reaches of Yarlung Zangbo river  

Yarlung Zangbo river is the Brahmaputra known in Tibet before it flows into India. 

Key Points 

 The Plan specifically mentions the building of hydropower bases which will be the priority 

energy projects. 

 This marks a new chapter in the hydropower exploitation of the river. 

 Other major projects include the construction of coastal nuclear power plants and power 

transmission channels. 

 The project is also listed along with the Sichuan-Tibet railway and the national water network. 

IMPORTANT FACTS FOR PRELIM  

NRI quota seats in educational institutions for OCI cardholders  
According to a recent gazetted notification, OCI (Overseas Citizens of India) cardholders can lay claim 

to “only NRI quota seats” in educational institutions based on tests such as NEET, JEE (Mains and 

Advanced), etc. 

Ministry: Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) 

Key Points 

 OCIs are not entitled to undertake any “missionary, mountaineering, journalism and tabligh 

activities” without prior permission of the Government of India. 

 The notification replaces three previous notifications which did not specify the special 

permission required for these activities. 

Do you know? 

 OCI citizens are of Indian origin.  

 They are foreign passport holders and are not citizens of India.  

 India does not allow dual citizenship but provides certain benefits through Citizenship Act, 

1955 to the OCIs. 

DAILY ANSWER WRITING PRACTICE 

Qns. Explain the significance of the Eastern Ghats for India. Suggest steps that can be taken to 

conserve the biodiversity of the region (250 Words). 

Ans:  

The Eastern Ghats, discontinuous hill-ranges spread across Odisha, Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, 

Karnataka, and Tamil Nadu, are home to unique ecosystems. 

This diverse landscape is home to endemic flora and fauna. Many animals, including tigers and elephants, 

and some 400 bird species are found in these discontinuous forests that receive an annual average rainfall 

of 1,200 mm to 1,500 mm. 

Significance 

 Spread across some 75,000 sq. km, Eastern Ghats play an important dual role in fostering 

biodiversity and storing energy(biomass) in trees. 

 It has many dams like Krishnagiri, Sathanur, Shenbagathoppu, Kariyalur, Gomuki,, Mriganda, 

Chengam, etc. 

 They help in irrigation and flood management by controlling water flow. 

 Waterfalls such as the Periyar Falls, Megam Falls, Beeman Falls, Killiyur Falls, Hogenakkal, 

make the land fertile apart from drawing tourists. 

 The forest resources of the region act as Carbon sink, thereby helping in reduced concentration of 

water. 

Threats to Eastern Ghats 

 The Eastern Ghats face a serious threat from climate change. The area has shrunk by 16% over the 

past century, and just one region, Papikonda National Park, lost about 650 sq. km. over the last 

twenty years. 
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 Tremendous stress, degradation and damage due to human greed, population pressure, 

unsustainable development, apathy by the public, negligence by public servants, etc. 

 Haphazard mining, logging, poaching, forest fires, unsustainable harvest of forest produce, 

pilferage of rare species, smuggling and export of rare flora and fauna, encroachments of forest 

land and infrastructure development industrialization, springing up of habitations with an intention 

to colonize and devour the forest. 

Steps To Be Taken to Conserve the Eastern Ghats 
Promotion of sustainable use of forest resources should be done in order to counter overexploitation. 

Adequate Agricultural Practices: Government should incentivize settled agriculture in order to counter the 

impact of shifting agriculture because the practice of shifting agriculture will directly contribute to 

deforestation. 

Afforestation: Improving tree cover nationally can confer multiple benefits, including modulation of the 

monsoon, improved air quality and wider spaces for biodiversity to persist. 

Planting Indigenous varieties: Government should finance the usage of indigenous plants and trees for 

restoring and strengthening the peripheral areas of the forest of Eastern Ghats by tapping into the 

International Climate Fund available. 

Local Participation: There is a need for concerted and macro-level conservation movement by the 

involvement of all stakeholders especially the public. 

Collectivizing or binding all individuals and civil society groups into a network will bring much focus and 

strength to the cause. 

Eco-tourism: It takes care of the livelihood of locals by making them stake-holders, the forest and its 

biodiversity are guarded by eco-tourism management committee members in turn. 

Holistic Conservation: Conservation of ecosystems like wildlife Corridors, specialised ecosystems, and 

special breeding sites, areas with intrinsically low resilience, sacred groves and frontier forests etc. is also 

very important. 

Conclusion 
Only if an effective strategy for the eco-development of these regions is developed by involving the local 

people, the flora, fauna and other natural resources of Eastern Ghats can be protected. Otherwise the future 

of the Eastern Ghats and its precious biodiversity will be only an illusion. 

DAILY QUIZ 

1. Which of the following is cause of „Alzheimer‟s disease”? 

 a) Virus  b) Bacteria  c) Ageing  d) Fungus 

2.  Consider the following statements about “Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS)”: 

1. This scheme is part of Atmanirbhar Package. 

2. 100% guarantee is provided by the National Credit Guarantee Trustee Company (NCGTC) for 

Guaranteed Emergency Credit Line (GECL) facility under ECLGS. 

3. This Scheme mainly targets Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs). 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 a) 1 and 2 only  b) 1 and 3 only   c) 2 and 3 only   d) 1, 2 and 3 

3.  Consider the following statements regarding “OPEC + Countries”: 

1. Countries which import Petroleum from OPEC country are called OPEC+ countries. 

2. OPEC member countries produce about 60 percent of the world‟s crude oil while its oil exports 

represent about 40 percent of the total petroleum traded internationally.  

3. India is also a member of OPEC plus. 

Which of the above statement is/are incorrect? 

 a) 1 and 2 only  b) 1 and 3 only   c) 2 and 3 only   d) All of the above 

4.  Consider the following statement regarding “Archaeological Survey of India”  

1. It is an independent body with overall control of Ministry of Culture. 

2. “Apni Dharohar, Apni Pehachn” is jointly implemented by ASI and Ministry of Tourism. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

 a) 1 only   b) 2 only   c) Both 1 and 2   d) Neither 1 nor 2 

5.  Freedom in the World Report, 2021 is released by which of the following organisation? 

 a) Reporter Without Borders   b) World Justice Project 

 c) Freedom House    d) UNICEF 


