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GOVERNANCE 

Nai Roshni: A scheme for Leadership Development of Minority Women  

“Nai Roshni”, a scheme for Leadership Development of Minority Women is being implemented across India. 

Ministry: Ministry of Minority affairs  

Key Points 

 Aim: To empower and instill confidence in women by providing knowledge, tools, and techniques 

for interacting with Government systems, banks, and other institutions at all levels. 

 This includes empowerment of the trainee women so that they become independent and confident 

members of society. 

 The scheme provides for six days training programme followed by handholding for one year. 

 The training covers issues relating to women viz. The leadership of Women through participation in 

decision making, Educational Programmes for women, Health and Hygiene, Legal rights of women, 

Financial Literacy, Digital Literacy, Swachh Bharat, Life Skills, and Advocacy for Social and 

Behavioural change. 

 The Scheme is being implemented through NGOs enrolled under the Nai Roshni Scheme. 

Do you know?  

In Seekho Aur Kamao (Learn & Earn) Scheme, 33% of the total beneficiaries are women. 

Similarly in the Nai Manzil scheme, 30% of the total beneficiaries are women. 

These schemes help in the economic empowerment of the Minority women 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

Sedition Law 

Recently, the Supreme Court protected a political leader and six senior journalists from arrest in multiple 

sedition FIRs registered against them. 

Key Points 

Historical Background of Sedition Law: 

 Sedition laws were enacted in 17th century England when lawmakers believed that only good 

opinions of the government should survive, as bad opinions were detrimental to the government and 
monarchy. 

 The law was originally drafted in 1837 by Thomas Macaulay, the British historian-politician, but was 

inexplicably omitted when the Indian Penal Code (IPC) was enacted in 1860. 

 Section 124A was inserted in 1870 by an amendment introduced by Sir James Stephen when it felt 

the need for a specific section to deal with the offence. 

 It was one of the many draconian laws enacted to stifle any voices of dissent at that time. 

 Sedition Law Today: Sedition is a crime under Section 124A of the Indian Penal Code (IPC). 

 Section 124A IPC: 

 It defines sedition as an offence committed when "any person by words, either spoken or written, or 

by signs, or by visible representation, or otherwise, brings or attempts to bring into hatred or 
contempt, or excites or attempts to excite disaffection towards the government established by law in 

India". 

 Disaffection includes disloyalty and all feelings of enmity. However, comments without exciting or 

attempting to excite hatred, contempt or disaffection, will not constitute an offence under this section. 

 Punishment for the Offence of Sedition: 

 Sedition is a non-bailable offence. Punishment under the Section 124A ranges from imprisonment up 

to three years to a life term, to which fine may be added. 

 A person charged under this law is barred from a government job. 

 They have to live without their passport and must produce themselves in the court at all times as and 

when required. 

 Major Supreme Court Decisions on Sedition Law: 

 The SC highlighted debates over sedition in 1950 in its decisions in Brij Bhushan vs the State of 

Delhi and Romesh Thappar vs the State of Madras. 

 In these cases, the court held that a law which restricted speech on the ground that it would disturb 

public order was unconstitutional. 

 It also held that disturbing the public order will mean nothing less than endangering the foundations 

of the State or threatening its overthrow. 

 Thus, these decisions prompted the First Constitution Amendment, where Article 19 (2) was 

rewritten to replace “undermining the security of the State” with “in the interest of public order”. 

 In 1962, the SC decided on the constitutionality of Section 124A in Kedar Nath Singh vs State of 

Bihar. 
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 It upheld the constitutionality of sedition, but limited its application to “acts involving intention or 

tendency to create disorder, or disturbance of law and order, or incitement to violence”. 

 It distinguished these from “very strong speech” or the use of “vigorous words” strongly critical of 

the government. 

 In 1995, the SC, in Balwant Singh vs State of Punjab, held that mere sloganeering which evoked no 

public response did not amount to sedition. 

Arguments in Support of Section 124A: 

 Section 124A of the IPC has its utility in combating anti-national, secessionist and terrorist elements. 

 It protects the elected government from attempts to overthrow the government with violence and 

illegal means. The continued existence of the government established by law is an essential condition 

of the stability of the State. 

 If contempt of court invites penal action, contempt of government should also attract punishment. 

 Many districts in different states face a maoist insurgency and rebel groups virtually run a parallel 

administration. These groups openly advocate the overthrow of the state government by revolution. 

 Against this backdrop, the abolition of Section 124A would be ill-advised merely because it has been 
wrongly invoked in some highly publicized cases. 

Arguments against Section 124A: 

 Section 124A is a relic of colonial legacy and unsuited in a democracy. It is a constraint on the 

legitimate exercise of constitutionally guaranteed freedom of speech and expression. 

 Dissent and criticism of the government are essential ingredients of robust public debate in a vibrant 

democracy. They should not be constructed as sedition. 

 Right to question, criticize and change rulers is very fundamental to the idea of democracy. 

 The British, who introduced sedition to oppress Indians, have themselves abolished the law in their 

country. There is no reason why India should not abolish this section. 

 The terms used under Section 124A like 'disaffection' are vague and subject to different 

interpretations to the whims and fancies of the investigating officers. 

 IPC and Unlawful Activities Prevention Act 2019 have provisions that penalize "disrupting the public 

order" or "overthrowing the government with violence and illegal means". These are sufficient for 

protecting national integrity. There is no need for Section 124A. 

 The sedition law is being misused as a tool to persecute political dissent. A wide and concentrated 

executive discretion is inbuilt into it which permits the blatant abuse. 

 In 1979, India ratified the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), which sets 

forth internationally recognized standards for the protection of freedom of expression. However, 

misuse of sedition and arbitrary slapping of charges are inconsistent with India's international 

commitments. 

Way Forward 

 India is the largest democracy of the world and the right to free speech and expression is an essential 
ingredient of democracy. The expression or thought that is not in consonance with the policy of the 

government of the day should not be considered as sedition. 

 Section 124A should not be misused as a tool to curb free speech. The SC caveat, given in Kedar 

Nath case, on prosecution under the law can check its misuse. It needs to be examined under the 

changed facts and circumstances and also on the anvil of ever-evolving tests of necessity, 

proportionality and arbitrariness. 

 The higher judiciary should use its supervisory powers to sensitize the magistracy and police to the 

constitutional provisions protecting free speech. 

INTERNATIONAL RELATION 

USA plans to re-engage with United Nations Human Rights Council 

The USA has announced plans to re-engage with the much-maligned UN Human Rights Council that the 
former President withdrew from almost three years ago. 

Key Points 

The Human Rights Council is an inter-governmental body within the United Nations system. 

Location: Geneva. 

 Establishment: It was founded in 2006. 

 It replaced the former United Nations Commission on Human Rights (UNCHR) that had been 

strongly criticised for allowing countries with poor human rights records to be members.  

 Functions: (1) It investigates allegations of breaches of human rights in UN member states; (2) It also 

addresses important thematic human rights issues such as freedom of expression, women‟s rights, 

LGBT rights, and the rights of racial and ethnic minorities. 
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 The UNHRC works closely with the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR). 

Membership: 47 Member States elected by the UN General Assembly. 

 The Council‟s Membership is based on equitable geographical distribution. 

 Members of the Council serve for three years and are not eligible for immediate re-election after 
serving two consecutive terms. 

 India has been elected to the UNHRC for three years beginning January 1, 2019.  

 India had previously been elected to the UNHRC for the 2011-2014 and 2014-2017 terms. 

 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

JATP – Center Of Excellence (JATP – CoE) 

DRDO signed an MoU with the Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bengaluru for the creation of JATP–Center 

of Excellence (JATP – CoE) in the premises of IISc to expand the scope and objective of the existing Joint 

Advanced Technology Program. 

Key Points 

 The JATP-CoE will enable Directed Basic & Applied Research and engage with premier research 

institutes through multi-disciplinary & multi-institutional collaboration. 

 The focused research efforts at the centre will lead to realization of indigenous technologies in the 

critical areas to develop state of art technologies. 

 As per the MoU, DRDO will support JATP in equipping it with advanced and unique research 

facilities that will enable the faculty and scholars to conduct advanced research.  

 DRDO will facilitate advanced research to utilize technology outcomes in futuristic applications. 

Do you know?  

JATP was created by President of India Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam in 1983 where the DRDO scientists actively 

collaborated with the faculty of IISc to work on various missile technologies. 

INDIAN HERITAGE & CULTURE 

Government initiatives  to preserve and promote the traditional cultural heritage of India 

Minister of Culture and Tourism informed Parliament about the Measures taken by the Government to 
preserve and promote the traditional cultural heritage of India. 

Key Points  

 The Ministry of Culture formulated a scheme titled “Scheme for Safeguarding the Intangible 

Heritage and Diverse Cultural Traditions of India”.  

 The objective of the scheme: Promoting the rich Intangible Cultural Heritage of India. 

 India has successfully inscribed 13 Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) elements in the UNESCO 

Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity under the 2003 Convention. 

 As the first step towards the making of a National Inventory of ICH, the Ministry of Culture (MoC) 

has put up a list on its website called “National list for ICH” 

 The National list of ICH is an attempt to recognize the diversity of Indian Culture embedded in its 

Intangible Heritage. 

Important value additions  

 Following UNESCO‟s 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, this 

list has been classified into five broad domains in which Intangible Cultural Heritage is manifested: 

 Oral traditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of the Intangible Cultural Heritage 

Performing Arts 

 Social practices, Rituals, and Festive events 

 Knowledge and practices concerning nature and the Universe 

 Traditional Craftsmanship 

GEOGRAPHY 

NDMA Guidelines to Tackle Glacial Bursts 

A Glacial Lake Outburst Flood (GLOF) is suspected to have caused the flash floods in Chamoli district of 
Uttarakhand. 

 In October 2020, the National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) had issued detailed 

guidelines on how to reduce and deal with disasters caused by GLOFs/Glacial Bursts. 

 The NDMA guidelines suggest that risk reduction can be done by identifying and mapping 

potentially dangerous lakes, taking structural measures to prevent their sudden breach, and 

establishing mechanisms to save lives and property in times of a breach. 

Key Points 

Glacial Lake Outburst Flood (GLOF): 

 A GLOF refers to the flooding that occurs when the water dammed by a glacier or a moraine 

(accumulations of dirt and rocks fallen onto the glacier surface) is released suddenly. 
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 When glaciers melt, the water in glacial lakes accumulates behind loose, natural “glacial/moraine 

dams” made of ice, sand, pebbles and ice residue. 

 Unlike earthen dams, the weak structure of the moraine dam leads to the abrupt breach of the dam on 

top of the glacial lake which could cause flash floods in the downstream areas. 

Causes: 

 According to NDMA, glacial retreat due to climate change occurring in most parts of the Hindu Kush 

Himalaya has given rise to the formation of numerous new glacial lakes, which are the major cause of 

GLOFs. 

Guidelines on Risk Reduction: 

Identifying Potentially Dangerous Lakes: 

 Potentially dangerous lakes can be identified based on field observations, records of past events, 

geomorphologic and geotechnical characteristics of the lake/dam and surroundings, and other 

physical conditions. 

Use of Technology: 

 Promoting use of Synthetic-Aperture Radar imagery (a form of radar that is used to create two-
dimensional images) to automatically detect changes in water bodies, including new lake formations, 

during the monsoon months. 

 Methods and protocols could also be developed to allow remote monitoring of lake bodies from 

space. 

Channeling Potential Floods: 

 To manage lakes structurally, the NDMA recommends reducing the volume of water with methods 

such as controlled breaching, pumping or siphoning out water, and making a tunnel through the 

moraine barrier or under an ice dam. 

Uniform Codes for Construction Activity: 

 Developing a broad framework for infrastructure development, construction and excavation in 

vulnerable zones. 

 There is a need to accept procedures for land use planning in the GLOF prone areas. 

Enhancing Early Warning Systems (EWS): 

 The number of implemented and operational GLOF EWS is very small, even at the global scale. 

 In the Himalayan region, there are at three reported instances (two in Nepal and one in China) of 

implementation of sensor- and monitoring-based technical systems for GLOF early warning. 

Training Local Manpower: 

 Apart from pressing specialised forces such as National Disaster Response Force (NDRF), ITBP and 

the Army, NDMA has emphasised the need for trained local manpower. 

 It has been observed that over 80% of search and rescue is carried out by the local community before 

the intervention of the state machinery and specialised search and rescue teams. 

Comprehensive Alarm Systems: 
Besides classical alarming infrastructure consisting of acoustic alarms by sirens, modern communication 

technology using cell and smartphones can complement or even replace traditional alarming infrastructure. 

 

BIODIVERSITY AND ENVIRONMENT 

World Sustainable Development Summit 2021 

The Indian Prime Minister will inaugurate the World Sustainable Development Summit 2021 on 10th 

February. 
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Key Points 

 Theme: Redefining our common future: Safe and secure environment for all. 

 It is the 20th edition of The Energy and Resources Institute‟s (TERI) flagship event 

 The Summit will bring together a wide number of governments, business leaders, academicians, 
climate scientists, youth, and civil society in the fight against climate change. 

 key partners of the Summit: India‟s Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change, 

Ministry of New and Renewable Energy, and Ministry of Earth Sciences 

IMPORTANT FACTS FOR PRELIM  

Arka Shubha: New Marigold Variety 

The Indian Institute of Horticultural Research (IIHR) has developed a new marigold variety named Arka 

Shubha. 

Key Points 

About: 

 High Carotene Content: Arka Shubha has carotene content of around 2.8% (for all marigolds, it's 

maximum upto 1.4%) which is the highest among all plant sources. 

 Used after Spoiled: This new variety of marigold can be used for extraction of crude carotene even 

if spoiled after full bloom, unlike that of other varieties. 

Significance: 

 Ornamental & Carotene Extraction: This new variety not only has ornamental purpose but is 

also a good source of crude carotene. 

 Poultry Feed: Its petals could be used as poultry feed to get quality yolk. 

 Reduce Import Dependency: India imports most of its carotene from other countries, including 

China. This development can significantly reduce import dependency. Therefore, both cultivation 

area and investment on carotene extraction should be increased. 

DAILY ANSWER WRITING PRACTICE 

Qns Account for the huge flooding of million cities in India including the smart ones like Hyderabad and 

Pune. Suggest lasting remedial measures. (UPSC GS-1 Mains 2020) 

Ans:  

As climate variability and extreme weather events increase, urban flooding becomes more and more common in 

many Indian cities, like Hyderabad. 

 While the untimely heavy rains can be attributed to climate variability, the urban flooding is mainly 

due to unplanned urbanization. 

Reasons For Frequent Urban Flooding 

 Inadequate Drainage Infrastructure: Cities like Hyderabad, Mumbai rely on a century-old drainage 
system, covering only a small part of the core city. 

 In the last 20 years, the Indian cities have grown manifold with their original built-up area. However, 

not much was done to address the absence of adequate drainage systems. 

 Cities Becoming Impervious: Indian cities are becoming increasingly impervious to water, not just 

because of increasing built up but also because of the nature of materials used (hard, a non-porous 

construction material that makes the soil impervious). 

 Moreover, irreversible damage has been done to the city by property builders, property owners, and 

public agencies by flattening terrain and altering natural drainage routes. 

 Poor Implementation of EIA: Even with provisions of rainwater harvesting, sustainable urban drainage 

systems, etc., in regulatory mechanisms like the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA), adoption at 

the user end and enforcement agencies remains weak. 

Remedial Measures For Urban Flooding 

 Holistic Engagement: Urban floods cannot be contained by the municipal authorities alone. Floods 

cannot be managed without concerted and focused investments of energy and resources. 

 The Metropolitan Development Authorities, National Disaster Management Authority, State revenue, 

and irrigation departments along with municipal corporations, should be involved in such work 

together. 

 Developing Sponge Cities: The idea of a sponge city is to make cities more permeable so as to hold and 

use the water which falls upon them. 

 New porous materials and technologies must be encouraged or mandated across scales to improve the 

city‟s capacity to absorb water. 

 Sponge cities may deploy technologies like bioswales and retention systems, permeable material for 
roads and pavement, drainage systems that allow stormwater to trickle into the ground, green roofs, and 

harvesting systems in buildings. 
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 Water Sensitive Urban Design: These methods take into consideration the topography, types of 

surfaces (permeable or impervious), natural drainage and leave very less impact on the environment. 

 Vulnerability analyses and risk assessments should form part and parcel of city master plans. 

 Watershed management and emergency drainage plan should be clearly enunciated in policy and law. 

 Convergent Approach: These can all be delivered effectively through an urban mission along the lines 

of the Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT), National Heritage City 

Development and Augmentation Yojana (HRIDAY), and Smart Cities Mission. 

Conclusion 

Overburdened drainage, unregulated construction, no regard for the natural topography, and hydro-

geomorphology all make urban floods a man-made disaster. 

DAILY QUIZ 

1.Consider the following statement regarding Private member bills –  

1. Only those MPs who are not part of the ruling party are called private members. 
2. Private member has to give at least a month‟s notice for the introduction of Bills. 

3. Drafting of private member bill will be the responsibility of the private member concerned. 

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 

 a) 1 and 2 only 

 b) 1 only 

 c) 2 and 3 only 

 d) 1 and 3 only 

2. Which of the following statements is correct about Non-Performing Assets of Public Sector Banks in India? 

 a) After initiation of Asset Quality Review in 2015, Bank balance sheets showed low incidence NPAs. 

 b) The Provisioning Coverage Ratio is the ability of banks to service its debt and meet its financial 

obligations such as interest payments or dividends. 

 c) Gross NPAs of Public Sector Banks is lower than Private Banks. 
 d) NPAs are furtherdivided into two categories i.e. substandard assets and doubtful assets. 

3. The term „Passiflora shervarayensis‟ is related to –  

 a) New Bird species found in Manipur 

 b) A type of invasive species found in Sheroy Hills 

 c) A medical plant used to treat Cancer 

 d) A new native plant found in the Servarayan Hills 

4. Consider the following statement about Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary – 

1. This Wildlife Sanctuary has highest density of one horned Rhinoceroses. 

2. This is situated on the bank of Manas River. 

3. This is also called Mini-Kaziranga due to Rhino population. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 and 2 only 

 b) 1 only 

 c) 2 and 3 only 

 d) 1 and 3 only 

5. Code on Occupational Safety, Health and Working Condition, 2020 will not consolidate which of the 

following Acts – 

 a) Factories Act, 1948 

 b) Contract Labour (Regulation and Abolition) Act, 1970 

 c) Employees’ Provident Fund Act,1952 

 d) Mines Act,1952 


