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GOVERNANCE 

Premium for Traffic Violation 
A Working Group set up by the Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI) for 

Traffic Management has recently proposed to add “traffic violation premium” to the vehicle insurance 

policy. 

Previously in September 2019, the IRDAI constituted the Working Group to examine the establishment 

of a system of Linking Motor Insurance Premium with Traffic Violations. 

Key Points 
About the Premium: 

Vehicle owners may have to pay insurance premium depending on the traffic violations involving the 

vehicle. 

The working group has recommended inserting a fifth section to motor insurance called “traffic violation 

premium” in addition to motor own damage insurance, basic third-party insurance, additional third party 

insurance and compulsory personal accident premium. 

Calculation of Premium: 
A system of calculating traffic violation points basis frequency and severity of different traffic offences. 

The amount of traffic violation premium will depend upon driving habits which will be determined by 

the number and types of challans. 

Traffic violation premium shall be payable by the registered owner of the vehicle, whether an individual 

or an entity. 

Calculation of Points: 
As per the table of offences provided by the working group, drinking driving will attract the highest 

penalty of 100 points, while wrong parking will have 10 points penalty. The amount of premium will be 

linked to these penalty points. 

Data Storage: 

The data of traffic challans will be stored by the National Informatics Centre (NIC) and shared with the 

Insurance Information Bureau of India (IIB) on a daily basis. 

IIB aims to provide information support in a Complete, Consistent, and Concise manner, to all 

stakeholders associated either directly or indirectly with the Insurance Sector, including Insurers, 

Regulator and Government Agencies. 

Use of technology: 
Insurance Information Bureau of India (IIB) will coordinate with various States Traffic Police and 

National Informatics Centre to capture the traffic violation data, calculate violation points of each 

violating vehicle and make this information available to all general insurers through IT system 

integration with insurers. 

Road Accidents in India: 
According to the Ministry of Road Transport, Road Accidents Report issued in 2018, India witnessed 

4.67 lakh road accidents that killed 1.51 lakh citizens. 

India ranks first in the number of road accident deaths across the 199 countries reported in the World 

Road Statistics, 2018 followed by China and US. 

Other Government Measures: 
The government has already introduced heavy penalties on different types of traffic violations in the 

amended Motor Vehicles Act 2019. In addition, the Government of India is also focusing on Intelligent 

Traffic Management System in the Metropolitan and smart cities. 

INDIAN ECONOMY 

Regulatory Compliance Portal launched 
Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT), Ministry of Commerce and Industry 

has launched a Regulatory Compliance Portal to minimize Regulatory Compliance Burden for 

Businesses and Citizens. 

Key Points 
Objective: To act as a bridge between citizens, industries and the Government in order to minimize 

burdensome compliances. 

 It will also act as a first-of-its-kind central online repository of all Central and State-level 

compliances. 

 All Central Ministries/Departments and States/UTs would examine laws/regulations/rules under 

their purview and implement an Action Plan to rationalize and simplify all the processes and 
remove burdensome compliances. 
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 These details would be captured and tracked on the Regulatory Compliance Portal. 

 Industry stakeholders from Trade bodies such as CII, FICCI and ASSOCHAM would also be 

able to submit compliances and proposed recommendations.  

 This will be assessed by concerned Government authorities and suitable action would be 

undertaken to minimize the regulatory compliance burden. 

INTERNATIONAL RELATION 

Egypt Resumes Severed Relations With Qatar 
Recently, Egypt resumed the severed diplomatic and economic ties with Qatar. 

 
Egypt was part of an Arab quartet (other members were Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates and 

Bahrain) which had accused Qatar of supporting terrorism and being too close to Iran due to which they 

had imposed a land, air and naval blockade on Qatar in 2017. 

Key Points 

Solidarity and Stability Deal: 

 Recently, Gulf states signed a „solidarity and stability‟ deal at the 41st Gulf Cooperation Council 

(GCC) summit. 

 Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and UAE are the members of GCC. 

 In this summit, members of the GCC removed all the sanctions over Qatar and reopened their 

land, sea and air borders to Qatar. 

 In solidarity with the Arab quartet (whose three members are in GCC), Egypt too resumed its 

ties with Qatar. 

To Unite Against Iran: 

 Egypt conciliated with Qatar to strengthen the Gulf region against the threats posed by the 

Iranian regime‟s nuclear and ballistic missile programme which has always been opposed by the 

USA and GCC members. 

Growing Power of Qatar: 

 Qatar is one of the world‟s largest natural gas producers and among the countries with the 

highest per-capita income, and is also host of the 2022 Football World Cup. 

 Under the Government of Mohamad Morsi (2012-13), Qatar was the highest investor in Egypt. 

Support from USA: 

 The United States and Qatar have extensive economic ties. The USA is the largest foreign direct 

investor and its single largest destination of exports. 

 Due to good mutual relations between Qatar and USA, the USA mediated the solidarity and 

stability deal to unite all the gulf countries against Iran which also triggered Egypt's 

reconciliation. 

Significance for India: 

 India has good relationships with Egypt as well as all the GCC states including Qatar. Such 

reconciliation and rapprochement between countries in the region could expand the 

opportunities for India. 

 The Gulf region is one of the biggest markets for Indian goods and is the most important 

supplier of hydrocarbons to its economy. Peaceful relationships between these gas and oil 

reserve rich states are favourable to catering to the energy needs of India. 
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 The Gulf countries host more than millions of Indian migrants. They are mostly the workers who 

carry out development activities and they are the prime sources of remittances to India. 

 Improved mutual relationships with gulf countries and Egypt could provide employment and 

investments opportunities for India in areas such as food processing, healthcare, education, 

culture, defence and security. 

AGRICULTURE 

Feasibility studies of Solution Mining of Potash to be taken up in Rajasthan 
A tripartite agreement was signed between Mineral Exploration Corporation Limited (MECL), Rajasthan 

State Mines & Minerals Limited (RSMML) and the Department of Mines & Geology (DMG), Govt. of 

Rajasthan for taking up feasibility studies of Solution Mining of Potash in the state of Rajasthan. 

Key Points 

 Rajasthan has huge Potash and Halite resources spread across 50,000 sq. kms in the Nagaur – 

Ganganagar basin in the northwest. 

 Bedded Salt formations are strategically useful for underground oil storage, repositories for 

hydrogen, ammonia and helium gas, storage of compresser gas and nuclear waste.  

 Potash & Sodium Chloride from the Bedded Salt are extensively used in the Fertiliser Industry 

and the Chemical Industry respectively. 

 Paving the way for the 1st Solution Mining project in the country, this project will generate 

employment. 

Important Facts 

 Potash includes various mined and manufactured salts that contain potassium in water-soluble 

form. 

 The name derives from pot ash, which refers to plant ashes or wood ash soaked in water in a pot, 

which was the primary means of manufacturing the product before the Industrial Era. 

 Potash is produced worldwide mostly for use in fertilizer. 

 NATIONAL  DEVELOPMENT 

Smart Anti-Airfield Weapon (SAAW) 

DRDO successfully conducted captive and release trial of indigenously developed Smart Anti-Airfield 

Weapon (SAAW) from Hawk-I of Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) off the Odisha coast. 

 
Key Points 

 The smart weapon was successfully test fired from Indian Hawk-Mk132 of HAL.  

 This was the 9th successful mission of SAAW conducted by DRDO till now. 

 Indigenously designed and developed by: DRDO 

 This is 125 Kg class smart weapon, capable of engaging ground enemy airfield assets such as 

radars, bunkers, taxi tracks, and runways etc. up to a range of 100 kms.  

 The high precision guided bomb is light weight as compared to weapon system of the same 

class. 

 INDIAN HISTORY AND CULTURE 

English translation of poems of Sree Narayana Guru launched 
Vice President of India launched a book of poems, “Not Many, But One” (Two Volumes), an English 

translation of poems of Sree Narayana Guru by Prof G.K. Sasidharan. 

Important value additions 

 Narayana Guru (1855 – 1928) was a philosopher, spiritual leader and social reformer in India. 
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 He was born into a family that belonged to the Ezhava caste. 

 He led a reform movement against the injustice in the caste-ridden society of Kerala in order to 

promote spiritual enlightenment and social equality. 

 Shri Narayana Dharma Paripalana Yogam (also known as SNDP Yogam) is an Indian spiritual 

organization that was formally founded by Dr. Padmanabhan Palpu in 1903, with the guidance 

of Shri Narayana Guru.  

 The main aim of SNDP Yogam was to spiritually uplift the people of the Ezhava/Tiyyar 

communities. 

 Vaikom Satyagraha (1924–25) was a social protest in erstwhile Travancore against 

untouchability and caste discrimination in Hindu society of Kerala.  

 Sree Narayana Guru involved himself with the Vaikom Satyagraha and extended much co-

operation. 

 He published 45 works in Malayalam, Sanskrit and Tamil languages which include Atmopadesa 

Śatakam, a hundred-verse spiritual poem and Daiva Dasakam, a universal prayer in ten verses. 

                                            SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGYIODIVERSITY 

Alternative Anti-Cancer Therapy 

An Innovation in Science Pursuit for Inspired Research (INSPIRE) faculty from the Department of 

Science & Technology (DST) is working on an Alternative Anti-Cancer Therapy (Anti-Angiogenic) 

using transgenic zebrafish. 

 INSPIRE is an innovative programme sponsored and managed by the DST for attraction of 

talent to Science and was launched in 2008. 

Key Points 

Angiogenesis: 

 It is the physiological process through which new blood vessels form from pre-existing vessels. 

 It is critical in the growth of cancer because tumors need blood supply to grow. Tumors trigger 

the growth of blood cells by giving off chemical signals that stimulate angiogenesis. 

 Inhibition of tumor angiogenesis has become a popular anti-cancer strategy after chemotherapy. 

 Angiogenesis inhibitors are unique cancer-fighting agents because they block the growth of 

blood vessels that support tumor growth rather than blocking the growth of tumor cells 

themselves. 

Limitation of Anti-Angiogenic Drugs: 

 The clinically approved anti-angiogenic drugs are ineffective due to parallel activation of 

various compensatory mechanisms involving a cascade of molecules, which aids tumor 

angiogenesis and investigation of these mechanisms are essential for developing anti-angiogenic 

therapies. 

Alternative Anti-Cancer Therapy: 

 Scientists are exploring an alternative anti-cancer therapy that involves targeting tumor 

generated formation of new blood vessels which allows the delivery of oxygen and nutrients to 

the body's tissues. 

 An INSPIRE faculty is exploring the role of compensatory mechanisms signaling cues as key 

targets for cancer therapy. 

 He has also found that nitric oxide (NO) plays a key role in switching off angiogenesis under 

tumor microenvironment and that the melatonin hormone suppresses tumor angiogenesis. 

 The research has shown that compensatory mechanisms could be a potential therapeutic target 

for developing effective anti-cancer treatment regimes. 

Transgenic Zebrafish Platform (TZP): 

 The INSPIRE faculty is further working to develop transgenic zebrafish (which have exogenous 

genes added to their genome) model by use of the CRISPR/Cas9 gene-editing tool to study the 

compensatory angiogenesis mechanism in tumor microenvironment. 

 It has been selected for the study because of its rapid development, optically transparent, high 

yield in offspring, and easy techniques for forward and reverse gene manipulation. 

BIODIVERSITY & ENVIRONMENT 

India’s Draft Arctic Policy 
Recently, India drafted a new Arctic policy that aims at expanding scientific research, sustainable 

tourism and exploration of mineral oil and gas in the Arctic region. 

Key Points 
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Nodal Body: India has designated Goa-based National Centre for Polar and Ocean Research to lead 

scientific research and act as a nodal body to coordinate among various scientific bodies to promote 

domestic scientific research capacities in the Arctic. 

Objectives: 

 Promoting Scientific Study of Arctic: Orient the curriculum on earth sciences, biological 

sciences, geosciences, climate change and space related programmes with Arctic imperatives 

in Indian Universities. 

 Planning Explorations: Formulating effective plans for Arctic related programmes for 

mineral/oil and gas exploration in petroleum research institutes 

 Promoting Arctic Tourism: Encouraging tourism and hospitality sectors by building 

specialised capacities and awareness by engaging with Arctic enterprises. 

About Arctic: 

 The Arctic is a polar region located at the northernmost part of Earth. 

 The Arctic consists of the Arctic Ocean, adjacent seas, and parts of Alaska (United States), 

Canada, Finland, Greenland (Denmark), Iceland, Norway, Russia, and Sweden. 

 Land within the Arctic region has seasonally varying snow and ice cover. 

Ecological Impact of Warming on Arctic: 

 Rising Sea Levels: The loss of ice and the warming waters affects sea levels, salinity levels, 

and current and precipitation patterns. 

 Deterioration of Tundra: The Tundra is returning to swamp, the permafrost is thawing, sudden 

storms are ravaging coastlines and wildfires are devastating interior Canada and Russia. 

 Tundra: Found in regions north of the Arctic Circle and south of the Antarctic Circle. These 

are treeless regions. 

 Threat to Biodiversity: The phenomenally rich biodiversity of the Arctic region is under 

serious threat. 

 The absence of year-long ice and higher temperatures are making the survival of Arctic marine 

life, plants and birds difficult while encouraging species from lower latitudes to move north. 

 Extinction of Indegenous Cultures: The Arctic is also home to about 40 different indigenous 

groups, whose culture, economy and way of life is in danger of being swept away. 

 Increasing human encroachment with its attendant stresses will only aggravate this impact and 

upset a fragile balance. 

India’s Interests in Arctic: 

Environmental Interest: 
India‟s extensive coastline makes it vulnerable to the impact of Arctic warming on ocean currents, 

weather patterns, fisheries and most importantly, the monsoon. 

Scientific Interest: 

 Research Stations: India launched its first scientific expedition to the Arctic in 2007 and set up 

a research station „Himadri‟ in the international Arctic research base at Ny-Ålesund in 

Spitsbergen, Svalbard, Norway. 

 India has two other observatories in Kongsforden and Gruvebadet in Norway. 

 Studying Himalayan Glaciers: Scientific research in Arctic developments, in which India has a 

good record, will contribute to its understanding of climatic changes in the third Pole, the 

Himalayas. 

Way Forward 

It is high time that India‟s presence in the Arctic expands from the dimension of scientific exploration 

to strategic, economic, environmental and political aspects. Thus, drafting of New Arctic policy suits 

the need of the hour. 

IMPORTANT FACTS FOR PRELIM  

Co-WIN App 
Recently, the software of Co-WIN App (also called Covid Vaccine Intelligence Network) was 

upgraded to improve monitoring and managing of the ongoing Covid-19 Vaccination programme. 

Key Points 

 Co-WIN, a cloud-based IT platform, is supposed to handle minute details for India‟s Covid-19 

immunisation programme, including registering beneficiaries, allocating vaccination centres, 

sending text messages with name of their vaccinator to beneficiaries and live monitoring of 
vials in cold storage. 
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Agencies Involved: 

 The Co-WIN platform is owned by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare and was earlier 

the platform used for conducting Pulse Polio and other crucial immunisation programmes 

across the country. 

 The same platform has been expanded for doling out Covid-19 vaccines and the Ministry of 

Electronics and IT along with the National Informatics Centre are handling the backend and 

the tech infrastructure for it. 

Features: 

 Monitoring and tracking: This app enables monitoring the inoculation drive and tracking the 

listed beneficiaries for vaccination on a real-time basis. 

 Thus, it also helps to counter proxy vaccinations. 

Aadhaar enabled: This app would enable beneficiaries to be identified efficiently through use of 

Aadhaar platform. 

DAILY ANSWER WRITING PRACTICE 

Qns.Discuss the fishermen issue between India and Sri Lanka. 

Ans:  

1. Conflict of Katchatheevu island: 

 Tamil fishermen had traditional fishing rights of uninhabited Katchatheevu island for centuries.  

 However, in 1974, the island was ceded to Sri Lanka after an agreement was signed by Indira 

Gandhi between the two countries without consulting the Tamil Nadu government.  

 The agreement allows Indian fishermen “access to Katchatheevu for rest, for drying of nests and 

for the annual St Anthony‟s festival” but it did not ensure the traditional fishing rights. 

 The agreement forced Indian fishermen to restrict themselves to a meagre area in their fishing forays. 

2. Depleting Resources in Indian region:  

 As in the past, fishermen from Rameswaram and nearby coasts continue to sail towards 

Talaimannar and Katchatheevu coasts (now a part of Sri Lanka), a region famous for rich 

maritime resources in Sri Lanka.  

 Indian fishermen continued to enter Lankan waters because of depletion of marine resources on 

the Indian side. 

3. Proliferation of trawlers in Indian coast 

 Plenty of catch in this oceanic region had triggered a proliferation of fishing trawlers in Tamil 

Nadu coast in the past three decades.  

 Trawlers are mechanised boats with highly exploitative fishing nets unlike most of the poor 

fishermen in Sri Lankan coast who use traditional fishing methods. 

 At times fishermen have employed bottom trawling that is banned in Sri Lanka.  

 Bottom trawling, an ecologically destructive practice, involves trawlers dragging weighted nets 

along the sea-floor, causing great depletion of aquatic resources.  

4. Threats to Livelihoods 

 Hoping for a better profit, too many people started buying trawlers in Rameswaram and nearby 

Tamil Nadu coasts.  

 Smaller coastal stretches like Rameswaram, Mandapam, Pamban areas alone have about 2,500 

trawlers; which means at least two dozen families depending on each trawler through various 

means such as about six people who work on board, fish, prawn, dry fish merchants, supporting 

staff for loading etc. 

 But the post war scenario in the Indian ocean derailed businesses and livelihoods in Tamil Nadu coast. 

 The Sri Lankan Navy arrested over 450 Indian fishermen in 2017 and 156 in 2018 on charges of 

poaching. A total of 210 arrests were made in 2019. This has impacted the livelihoods of 

considerable sections of fishermen population living along Rameswaran coast. 

5. Enhanced monitoring of maritime border by Sri Lankan Navy:  

 Access to Sri Lankan waters by Indian fishermen was easier at the time of Sri Lankan civil war 

where it was preoccupied with its war against the LTTE.  

 As a result, its northern province and maritime boundaries nearby were never tightly guarded.  

 But that changed in 2009 with the end of civil war. There is now enhanced monitoring of maritime 

border by Sri Lankan Navy leading to increased number of arrests of Indian fishermen crossing 
international maritime borders. 
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6. Politicization of Issue 

 It has been often a sensitive political issue in Tamil Nadu in the past one decade. Tamil regional 

parties had been often fighting with the Union governments for their indifference to the issue.  

 This has prevented the issue to linger upon thus derailing the consensus based long lasting 

solution to the issue. 

Way Forward 

 Mutual recognition of each other‟s concerns and interests can improve the relationship between 

both countries. 

 India needs to focus more on its traditional and cultural ties to improve relations with Sri Lanka. 

 Starting ferry services between India and Sri Lanka can improve people to people linkages. 

DAILY QUIZ 

1. Consider the following statements: 

1. The President cannot exercise his power of pardon independent of the government. 

2. The scope of the pardoning power of the President is wider than that of the Governor. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 and 2 

2. With reference to AstroSat, consider the following statements: 

1. It is the first dedicated Indian astronomy mission. 

2. It enables the simultaneous multi-wavelength observations of various astronomical objects with a 

single satellite. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

3. Consider the following statements: 

1. Angiogenesis is the process through which new blood vessels are formed from pre-existing 

vessels. 

2. Angiogenesis inhibitors are unique cancer-fighting agents. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

4. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Chenab River is formed by the confluence of Chandra and Bhaga river. 

2. The Bhaga river originates from Surya taal lake situated west of the Bara-lacha la pass in 

Himachal Pradesh. 

3. The Ratle hydroelectric project is proposed to be built on the Bhaga River. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 2 only 
b) 2 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

5. Consider the following statements: 

1. The summoning of Parliament is specified in Article 85 of the Constitution. 

2. Three compulsory Parliament sessions in a year is mandated by the Constitution. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 


