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GOVERNANCE 

Assam’s Bill on Madrasa Conversion 
The Assam Assembly has recently passed a Bill to convert state-run madrasas into regular schools - 

removing them from the status of centres for religious education. 

The Cabinet has also decided that the existing provincialised Sanskrit tols will be converted to “study centres, 

research centres and institutions to study the Certificate/ Diploma/ Degree courses” to be started by Kumar 

Bhaskar Varma Sanskrit and Ancient Studies University, Nalbari with effect from 1st April 2022. 

Key Points 

 The Assam Repealing Bill, 2020 was brought to repeal two existing Acts: 

 The Assam Madrassa Education (Provincialisation) Act, 1995. 

 The Assam Madrassa Education (Provincialisation of Services of Employees and Re-Organisation 

of Madrassa Educational Institutions) Act, 2018. 

 The new legislation also covers private-run madrasas that are run under the state boards although 

private-run madrasas which are not under any state board will remain outside its purview. 

 In English, the term madrasah or "madrasa" usually refers more narrowly to Islamic institutions of 

learning. 

 Historians and other scholars also employ the term to refer to historical madrasah institutions 

throughout the Muslim world, which is to say a college/school where Islamic law was taught along 

with other secondary subjects. 

 The Madrasas run by the Board of Secondary Education, Assam (SEBA) will have „madrasa‟ 

dropped from their names and function as regular schools. 

 The staff of the madrasas, especially those teachers teaching religious subjects, will be retained. 

They will be either trained to teach other subjects or in some other capacity. 

 It is said to be a move to empower the Muslim community. 

 The bill is being said to follow the ideals of B R Ambedkar. He had said that religious instruction 

should have no place in curriculum. 

 The Quran should not be taught on government expenditure because the Bible or the Bhagavad 

Gita or texts of other religions are not taught on it. 

 The government spends Rs. 260 crore on madrasas and the Sanskrit “tols” (sanskrit learning 

centres) annually. 

 Further, secularism is one of the „basic features‟ of the Constitution. 

 The government aspires that in the future a law is made to make private madrasas teach science, 

maths and other subjects along with religious subjects. 

Protests Against Eco-sensitive Zones in Narmada District 
Recently, tribal communities in Gujarat have been protesting against the Ministry of Environment, Forest 

and Climate Change (MoEFCC) order classifying 121 villages around the Shoolpaneshwar Wildlife 

Sanctuary in Narmada district as eco-sensitive zones. 

They have appealed to the centre to withdraw the notification to mitigate the protests. 

Tribes like Tadvi and Vasava have been concerned ever since Kevadia village of Narmada district was 

developed into a tourism circuit around the Statue of Unity (SoU). 

Key Points 

Reasons Behind Protests: 

 Land falling in the eco-sensitive zone, including land used for agricultural use and plots reserved for 

parks, cannot be transferred for non-agricultural use for commercial, industrial or residential purposes. 

 Any land that needs to be transferred can be done so only after approval from the state government. 

 A process has been initiated to include the state government as the co-owner of the land in the 121 villages. 

 Tribals are apprehensive of the order as they were not taken into confidence. 

 The notification, combined with the formation of the SoU Tourism Authority (SoUTA or also known as 

the SoU Area Development and Tourism Governance Authority), has increased administrative needs 

owing to the booming tourism and has left tribals in a state of mistrust and fear. 

 They feel the simultaneous implementation of the two government decisions could dilute the 

“power” vested with villagers under the Panchayat (Extension of Scheduled Areas) Act (PESA 

Act), 1996, implemented in areas notified under Schedule V of the Constitution. 

 Fifth and Sixth Schedules provide for alternate or special governance mechanisms for certain 

schedule areas. 
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Panchayat (Extension of Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996: 

 Gujarat notified the State PESA Rules in January 2017, applicable in 4,503 gram sabhas in eight 

districts of the state. 

 The Act promised a separate security force for the gram sabhas that would have complete power to 

decide their issues. 

 The provisions of the law deem the gram sabhas as “most competent” to deal with matters related 

to their territories for safeguarding their customs, traditions as well as the natural resources in the 

tribal areas. 

 However, the Act has not been enforced in letter and spirit, according to legal experts. 

Statue of Unity Tourism Authority 

 The government passed the SoU Area Development and Tourism Governance Authority or the SoU 

Tourism Authority (SoUTA) Bill in 2019. 

 The Bill sets aside Rs. 10 crore from the consolidated fund of the state for the discharge of 

functions and duties by SoUTA. 

 While activists and legal experts feel the Act will overpower the provisions of PESA, officials say 

rules of SoUTA are yet to be clarified. 

Functions: 

 It will largely work as a local body that will prepare and execute a development plan or a town 

planning scheme, remove encroachments and provide civic amenities like water supply, 

transportation, power supply, drainage, hospitals, medical services, schools, public parks, markets, 

shopping places, and disposal of waste, among others. 

Powers: 

 Acquiring immovable property under the Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land 

Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act, 2013. 

 Taking punitive action against those violating/encroaching it. 

 Defining the limits of the tourism development area. 

 Persons authorised can enter any land or building between sunrise and sunset by giving its occupant 

a notice of at least 24 hours. 

 Shields the authority and its members from any legal proceeding or prosecution for anything which 

is in good faith done or intended to be done in pursuance of the provisions of this Act or any rules 

or regulations made thereunder. 

Assistance: 

 Police can assist the authority in prohibiting any nuisance being caused or prevent any such 

activity, process, the operation being carried out, if it opines that it will damage or deteriorate the 

“tourism potentiality” of the area. 

 Expenses and costs incurred, if any, in removing or abating such nuisance, shall be recovered as an 

arrear of land revenue from the person who has caused such nuisance. 

Punishments: 

 Persons who fail to comply with directions given by the authority shall be punishable with 

imprisonment for up to a month or with a fine up to Rs. 50,000, or both. The offence will also be 

treated as “cognisable and non-bailable”. 

Shoolpaneshwar Wildlife Sanctuary 

 It was first declared a protected area in 1982. 

 An area of 150.87 sq. km was called the „Dumkhal Sanctuary‟, specifically created for the 

protection of sloth bears. 

 In the years 1987 and 1989, more land was attributed to conservation and the area of the sanctuary 

enlarged to 607.70 sq km. It was then renamed „Shoolpaneshwar Sanctuary‟. 

 Flora: It is made up of a mixed forest of teak, riverine forest and deciduous dry jungles. 

 Fauna: Sloth bear, Leopard, Rhesus macaque, Four Horned antelope, Barking deer, Pangolin, 

Herpetofauna, birds including Alexandrine parakeet. 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

Indian Missions in Estonia, Paraguay and the Dominican Republic 

The Union Cabinet has approved the opening of 3 Indian Missions in Estonia, Paraguay and Dominican 

Republic in 2021. 

Key Points 
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Objective: 

 To build a conducive environment for India‟s growth and development through partnerships with 

friendly countries. 

Expected Benefits: 

 Opening of Indian Missions in these countries will help expand India‟s diplomatic footprint, deepen 

political relations, enable growth of bilateral trade, investment and economic engagements, 

facilitate stronger people-to-people contacts, bolster political outreach in multilateral fora and help 

garner support for India‟s foreign policy objectives. 

 Indian missions in these countries will also better assist the Indian community and protect their interests. 

 Enhancement of India‟s diplomatic presence will, inter-alia, provide market access for Indian 

companies and bolster Indian exports of goods and services. 

 This would have a direct impact in augmenting domestic production and employment in line with 

the goal of a self-reliant India or „Atmanirbhar Bharat‟. 

Relations with the 3 Countries: 

 
Estonia: 

 It is the northernmost of the three Baltic states. 

 Baltic states, northeastern region of Europe containing the countries of Estonia, Latvia, and 

Lithuania, on the eastern shores of the Baltic Sea. 

 The Baltic region is not rich in natural resources. Though Estonia is an important producer of oil 

shale, a large share of mineral and energy resources is imported. 

 It welcomed the decision saying it would strengthen ties in trade and cybersecurity in particular. 

 The decision had been awaited since 2013, when Estonia set up its embassy in Delhi, while India 

has dealt with it through its embassy in neighbouring Finland. 

 India and Estonia will also serve together in the Security Council next year. 

 There is significant room for enhanced economic engagement in information technology, cyber 

security, e-governance and block chain. 

 Total bilateral trade in 2018-19 was 172.53 USD million, an increase of 22.5% from 2017-18. 

Paraguay: 

 It is a landlocked country in south-central South America. 

 Rivers provide access to the Atlantic Ocean and serve as sites for the hydroelectric power plants 

that have made Paraguay one of the world‟s largest exporters of hydropower. 

 Paraguay is a member of MERCOSUR. 

 The Southern Common Market (MERCOSUR for its Spanish initials) is a regional integration 

process, initially established by Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay, and Uruguay, and subsequently joined 
by Venezuela and Bolivia. 
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 India has a preferential trade agreement with MERCOSUR. 

 It had set up its mission in Delhi in 2006. 

 For the fiscal year 2018-19, India‟s exports to Paraguay were valued at USD 161 million, while 

Paraguay‟s exports to India were valued at USD 21 million. Soybean oil accounts for over 90% of 

Paraguay‟s exports to India. 

Dominican Republic: 
It is a country of the West Indies that occupies the eastern two-thirds of Hispaniola, the second largest 

island of the Greater Antilles chain in the Caribbean Sea. 

 
 It had set up its mission in Delhi in 2006. 

 India‟s exports to the Dominican Republic are small but growing. Bilateral two way trade stands at 

around USD 120 million. 

Main items of India‟s exports are cotton textiles and readymade garments, drugs and pharmaceuticals, 

furniture, transport equipment, manufactures of metals, chemicals, plastic and linoleum products, tea, 

processed foods and marine products. 

                                            SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGYAND BIODIVERSITY 

TiHAN-IIT: Testbed for Autonomous Navigation Systems 

The foundation stone of „TiHAN-IIT Hyderabad‟, India‟s first Testbed for Autonomous Navigation 

Systems (Terrestrial and Aerial) has been laid recently. 

Key Points 

Background: 

 The Department of Science and Technology (DST) had sanctioned Rs. 135 crores to IIT Hyderabad 

(IIT-H) under the National Mission on Interdisciplinary Cyber-Physical Systems (NM-ICPS) to set 

up a Technology Innovation Hub on Autonomous Navigation and Data Acquisition Systems 

(UAVs, RoVs, etc.) 

 The Technology Innovation Hub for Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) and Remotely Operated 

Vehicles (RoVs) at IIT Hyderabad, known as 'TiHAN Foundation' was incorporated as a Section-8 

company by the institute in June 2020. 

 It is a multi-departmental initiative including researchers from electrical, computer science, 

mechanical and aerospace, civil, mathematics, and design at IIT-H with collaboration and support 

from reputed institutions and industry. 

 It is a great step towards „Atmanibhar Bharat‟, „Skill India‟ and „Digital India‟. 

TiHAN-IIT: 

 It will facilitate research grounds to investigate the functioning of unmanned and connected 

vehicles in a controlled environment by replicating different scenarios, ranging from frequently 

occurring to extreme cases that may ensue in real-life traffic operations. 

 At present, there is no such testbed facility in India to evaluate the autonomous navigation of 

vehicles. Therefore, it is envisioned to address this gap by developing a fully functional and 

exemplary testbed facility dedicated to connected autonomous vehicles (CAVs). 

 Connected vehicles use technology to either communicate with each other, connect with traffic 

signals, signs, and other road items, or obtain data from a cloud. This information exchange helps 

with safety and improves traffic flow. 

 This hub focuses on addressing various challenges hindering the real-time adoption of unmanned 

autonomous vehicles for both terrestrial and aerial applications. 

Primary focus includes: 

 Research & Technology development in the area of Autonomous Navigation and Data Acquisition 

Systems (UAVs, RoVs). 
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Industry Collaborations : 

 Joint R&D Initiatives, Consultancy, Technology Outreach Schemes, Training of Industry 

Personnel, Continuing Education. 

Human resource & Skill development. 

 Innovation, Entrepreneurship & Start-up Ecosystem: 

 Start-ups and Incubation in the Technology Vertical, Attracting Private Funding (Corporate Social 

Responsibility, Voluntary Contributions and equity based), Technology Commercialization. 

International Collaborations : 

 Academia & Industry, Faculty/Student Exchange Programs. 

Features of TiHAN-IIT: 

Total Area: 

 2 Acres of land has already been allocated in the IIT Hyderabad campus and the facilities are 

planned in phases. 

Facilities: 

 Test Tracks, Emulation of Real-World Scenarios, State of the Art Simulation Technologies, Road 

Infrastructure, Drone Runways and Landing Area, Mechanical Integration Facility, Centralized 

Control Room/Ground Control Station, Smart Poles etc. 

Promotion to research: 

 The developed test bed will be available for use by all the industries, R&D labs, academia 

conducting research and development in the broad areas of autonomous navigation. 

National Mission on Interdisciplinary Cyber-Physical Systems 

 The NM-ICPS is a comprehensive Mission aimed at complete convergence with all stakeholders by 

establishing strong linkages between academia, industry, Government and International 

Organizations. The Mission will work with all the concerned Ministries/Departments to identify 

their technology needs, develop solutions and technical support in CPS implementation. 

 It will secure India's future by creation of a Cyber-Physical System ecosystem. 

 Cyber-Physical System (CPS) combines digital/cyber elements with physical objects (e.g. 

machines, autonomous vehicles) and data with capabilities of communication, data collection & 

processing, computing, decision making and action. 

 CPS is an integrated system involving Sensors, Communication, Actuators, Control, interconnected 

computing networks and data analytics. 

Few Potential applications: Driverless cars that communicate securely with each other on smart roads, 

Sensors in the home to detect changing health conditions, etc. 

 The Mission has four major activities: 

 Technology Development, 

 Human Resource & Skill Development, 

 Innovation, Entrepreneurship & Start-Up Ecosystem and 

 International Collaborations. 

BIODIVERSITY & ENVIRONMENT 

Yamuna’s High Ammonia Level 
High levels of ammonia in Yamuna is resulting in frequent disruption to Delhi‟s water supply. 

Key Points 

 Recently, ammonia levels shot up to 7.3 parts per million (ppm) at some places. 

 When the concentration rises beyond the Delhi Jal Board‟s (DJB‟s) treatment capacity of 0.9 

ppm, water production has to be stopped or reduced in water treatment plants. 

 As per the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS), the acceptable maximum limit of ammonia in 

drinking water is 0.5 ppm. 

Causes of Pollution in Yamuna: 

Industrial Pollution: 

 The Yamuna flows into Delhi from Haryana and the state has industrial units in Sonipat (on the 

banks of Yamuna). Ammonia is used as an industrial chemical in the production of fertilisers, 

plastics and dyes. 

Mixing of drains: 

 Mixing of two drains carrying drinking water and sewage or industrial waste, or both, in Sonipat. 

The two drains often mix due to overflow or damage to the wall that separates them. 
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Effects of Rising Ammonia: 

 Ammonia reduces the amount of oxygen in water as it is transformed to oxidised forms of 

nitrogen. Hence, it also increases Biochemical oxygen demand (BOD). 

 Water pollution by organic wastes is measured in terms of BOD. 

 If the concentration of ammonia in water is above 1 ppm, it is toxic to fishes. 

 In humans, long term ingestion of water having ammonia levels of 1 ppm or above may cause 

damage to internal organs. 

Solution: 

 Ozone-based units to treat ammonia levels up to 4 ppm should be installed at Water Treatment 

Plants. 

 The laying of a conduit pipeline to separate drain carrying potable water and sewage water. 

 The National Green Tribunal-appointed Yamuna Monitoring Committee has also said that fast-

track approvals should be given to build a conduit. 

 The Committee had also recommended to the Ministry of Jal Shakti earlier this year to rework the 

1994 water sharing pact between Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, Haryana, Delhi and UP to 

revive the river by releasing more fresh water into it. 

Ammonia 

 Its chemical formula is NH3. 

 It is a colourless gas and is used as an industrial chemical in the production of fertilisers, plastics, 

synthetic fibres, dyes and other products. 

 It occurs naturally in the environment from the breakdown of organic waste matter, and may also 

find its way to ground and surface water sources through industrial effluents, contamination by 

sewage or through agricultural runoff. 

Yamuna 

 The river Yamuna, a major tributary of river Ganges, originates from the Yamunotri glacier near 

Bandarpoonch peaks in the Mussoorie range of the lower Himalayas in Uttarkashi district of 

Uttarakhand. 

 It meets the Ganges at the Sangam in Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh after flowing through Uttarakhand, 

Himachal Pradesh, Haryana and Delhi. 

 Length: 1376 km 

 Important Dam: Lakhwar-Vyasi Dam (Uttarakhand), Tajewala Barrage Dam (Haryana) etc. 

 Important Tributaries: Chambal, Sindh, Betwa, Ken, Tons, Hindon. 
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IMPORTANT FACTS FOR PRELIM  

Digital India Awards 2020 
Recently, the President of India has conferred Digital India Awards 2020. 

Key Points 

About the Awards: 

 Digital India Awards have been institutionalized under the ambit of National Portal of India to 

honor exemplary initiatives/practices in Digital-Governance. 

 National Portal of India: It is a Flagship Project to facilitate single window access to Government 

Information and Services in cyberspace. 

 Digital-Governance: It is a framework for establishing accountability, roles, and decision-making 

authority for an organization's digital presence. 

 These are conducted by the National Informatics Centre (NIC) under the Ministry of Electronics 

& Information Technology (MeitY). 

 The Awards have been held for 5 seasons earlier, in 2009, 2012, 2014, 2016 & 2018. The Awards 

were initially known as Web Ratna Awards until 2014 and were re-named Digital India Awards 

from the 2016 season. 

Awards 2020: 

 22 digital governance initiatives/products by Government entities under seven categories received 

Digital India Awards 2020 for designing and implementing innovative citizen-centric digital 

solutions and improving the ease of living for all citizens. 

 'Innovation in Pandemic award‟ was introduced this year. 

 The award also acknowledges States and Union Territories that display exemplary initiative in 

establishing a comprehensive digital presence in sectors like health, labour, finance, social justice 

and environment, leading to the accomplishment of Sustainable Development Goals (SDG). 

Notable Winners: 

 E-committee of Supreme court of India: 

 E-Courts project visioned and implemented by the e-Committee along with Department of Justice 

and NIC is a Mission Mode Project of Government of India. 

 Citizens can access case status, causelist court orders anywhere, any time through e-courts 

services website, mobile app, sms email services from the 3,293 court complexes. 

Arogya Setu: 

 It is a mobile application developed by the Government of India to connect essential health 

services with the people of India in a fight against Covid-19. 

 The App is aimed at augmenting the initiatives of the Government of India, particularly the 

Department of Health, in proactively reaching out to and informing the users of the app regarding 

risks, best practices and relevant advisories pertaining to the containment of Covid-19. 

eOffice: 

 It is a Mission Mode Project under the National E-Governance Plan, developed and implemented 

by NIC. 

 It is a digital workplace solution. The vision of eOffice is to achieve a simplified, responsive, 

effective and transparent working of all government offices. 

eSanjeevani: 

 It is a digital platform of the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare. 

 It has enabled two types of telemedicine services viz. Doctor-to-Doctor (eSanjeevani) and 

Patient-to-Doctor (eSanjeevani OPD) Tele-consultations. 

Bihar Sahayata Mobile App: 

 It was an innovative initiative to transfer money directly to the bank accounts of 21 lakh stranded 

migrant workers outside the state. 

 Madhya Pradesh Labour Department‟s Pravasi Shramik and Rojgar Setu Portals: 

 These gateways have been recognised for facilitating identification, registration, skilling plus 

employment of migrants and other workers during the novel coronavirus pandemic. 

States: 

Haryana, Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal won the Award under „Excellence in Digital 

Governance - State / UT‟ category. 
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DAILY ANSWER WRITING PRACTICE 

Qns   “Social influence and persuasion can contribute in eliminating social evils in the society”. Discuss. 

(150 words) 
Ans:  

Social influence is an attribute that can bring change in a person‟s behaviour, thoughts, feelings and attitudes 

that results from interaction with another individual in society. 

Persuasion is defined as communicative activities that are mediated. It is the process of changing or 

reinforcing attitudes, beliefs or behaviour of a person. 

It can be intentionally or unintentionally, as a result of the way the changed person perceives themselves in 

relationship to the influencer. It is different from conformity, power and authority. These are fundamental 

functions of communication. 

Behavioural Changes Brought About Social Influence and Persuasion 

 Change in outlook of individuals: Social influence is the process by which individuals make real 

changes to their outlooks and behaviours as a result of communication with others who are perceived 

to be similar, desirable, or expert. 

 Adjustment in views: People adjust their views with respect to others to whom they feel similar in 

accordance with psychological principles such as balance. 

Interlink Between Social Influence and Persuasion 

 Social influence and persuasion are the keys to bring behavioural changes to solve social evils like 

caste system, patriarchy, climate change, solid waste management. 

 Using social influence of celebrities and campaigns have been quite effective in persuading people to 

adopt any desired behaviour. For example: 

 United Nations taking help of popular Hollywood actors to promote campaigns for climate change 

and gender equality. 

Utility Of Persuasion and Social influence in Civil Services 

 Executing Government schemes: Sometimes persuasion and social influence works better than 

coercion. Making celebrities ambassadors for various social schemes like Beti Padhao Beti Bachao is 

a manifestation of the same. Success of the initiatives like Swacch Bharat Abhiyaan- cleanliness 

drives and UjjwalaYojana‟s give it up campaign can be attributed to persuasion. 

 Moral conditioning: Persuasion can bring change in the social attitude of people. For example, 

regular announcements to keep the station clean persuade people to change their behaviour. The 

Selfie campaign was a major success in promoting the Beti Padhao Beti Bachao scheme. 

 Incentivising good behaviour: For instance in income declaration schemes a window was open to 

declare black money with some fine and no legal action that incentivized people instead of penalizing 

them. 

 Following rules: It helps in making people follow rules which bring inconvenience to them, like 

District collectors visiting houses in the morning to persuade people for waste segregation before 

disposal 

Conclusion 

Thus social behaviour and persuasion are effective attributes to deal with issues like girl child education, 

inter-caste marriage, temple entry for women. These methods are democratic and in sync with the Gandhian 

ideals of preferring insistence over coercion. In civil services, they can be viable in bringing about 

behavioural change keeping intact the dignity and respect of all stakeholders. 

DAILY QUIZ 

1. With reference to the TiHAN Foundation, consider the following statements: 

1. It will facilitate research grounds to investigate the functioning of unmanned and connected vehicles. 

2. It is funded under the National Mission on Interdisciplinary Cyber-Physical Systems (NM-ICPS). 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

2. With reference to Yamuna, consider the following statements: 

1. Yamuna originates from the lower Himalayas. 

2. The tributaries Chambal, Tons and Betwa join Yamuna on its right bank. 
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

3. With reference to Digital India Awards 2020, consider the following statements: 

1. The Awards have been institutionalized in 2014. 

2. The 'Innovation in Pandemic award‟ was introduced in 2020. 

3. The award acknowledges States and Union Territories for the accomplishment of Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDG). 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

a) 1 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 

4. Consider the following statements: 

1. Eco-Sensitive Zones are areas within 100 kms around Protected Areas, National Parks and Wildlife 

Sanctuaries. 

2. ESZs are notified under Environment Protection Act 1986. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 and 2 

5. Consider the following statements: 

1. Paraguay is a landlocked country in south-central South America. 

2. Paraguay is a member of MERCOSUR. 

3. India has a free trade agreement with MERCOSUR. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 2 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 


