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GOVERNANCE 

Protest Against Bru Resettlement 
Recently, parts of north Tripura have witnessed violent protests over the proposed resettlement of Bru 

tribals. 

Key Points 

Background: 

 Bru or Reang is a community indigenous to Northeast India, living mostly in Tripura, Mizoram 

and Assam. In Tripura, they are recognised as a Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group. 

 In Mizoram, they have been targeted by groups that do not consider them indigenous to the state. 

 In 1997, following ethnic clashes, nearly 37,000 Brus fled Mamit, Kolasib and Lunglei districts 

of Mizoram and were accommodated in relief camps in Tripura. 

 Since then, 5,000 have returned to Mizoram in eight phases of repatriation, while 32,000 still 

live in six relief camps in North Tripura. 

 In January 2020, a quadrilateral agreement was signed by the Centre, the two state governments 

and Bru representatives to allow the remaining 32,000 to permanently settle in Tripura. 

2020 Agreement: 

 After the agreement was made in January 2020, the state has planned 12 resettlement spots 

across six districts with 300 families each. 

 The Centre has announced a special development project with funding of Rs. 600 crore. 

 Each resettled family will get an estimated 0.03 acres of land for building a home, Rs. 1.5 lakh 

as housing assistance, and Rs. 4 lakh as a one-time cash benefit for sustenance, a monthly 

allowance of Rs. 5,000 and free rations for two years from the date of resettlement. 

Reason for the Protest: 

 The 2020 agreement led to protests from Bengali and Mizo groups in Tripura. They claim that 

settling thousands of migrants permanently in Kanchanpur sub-division of North Tripura district 

would lead to demographic imbalance, exert pressure on local resources and potentially lead to 

law and order problems. 

 They alleged that 650 Bengali families from around Kanchanpur and 81 Mizo families from 

Jampui Hill range, who fled due to “atrocities” by Brus, were yet to be resettled two decades on. 

Conditions of the Brus: 

 They are in fear and uncertainty as they suffer an economic blockade due to these protests. 

 They haven‟t received foodgrains as per their relief package this month and if the protest 

continues, their condition will deteriorate further. 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

Sea Guardian Drones from US 
Recently, two American MQ9B Sea Guardian unarmed drones have been inducted by the Indian Navy. 

 The drones would be on lease with India for one year. 

Key Points 

MQ9B Sea Guardian: 

 
 It is the maritime variant of the Predator MQ9 Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV). 

 It has a maximum endurance of 40 hours and a maximum flying altitude of 40,000 feet. 

 It has a 3600 maritime surveillance radar and an optional multimode maritime surface search 

radar. 

 It can be used in operations such as Anti-Surface Warfare, Anti-Submarine Warfare, 

Humanitarian Assistance/Disaster Relief, Search and Rescue, Law Enforcement (Drug 

Trafficking, Illegal Immigration and Piracy), etc. 
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Procurement: 

 The Navy has for the first time inducted two surveillance drones through a lease agreement with 

an American firm, using the emergency powers granted by the Centre to the Armed forces amid 

the China standoff. 

 Under the emergency power, the government has granted emergency funds up to Rs. 500 crore 

per procurement project to the three armed services to buy ammunition and weapons in view of 

the escalating border standoff with China. 

 Drones were procured under the option for leasing military platforms introduced in the Defence 

Acquisition Procedure (DAP) 2020. 

Significance: 

 The drones are meant for carrying out surveillance in the Indian Ocean Region and can be 

deployed on the China border if asked for and if needed. 

 Already the Navy's P8I Poseidon aircraft have been deployed in Ladakh. 

 The P-8I aircraft is a variant of the P-8A Poseidon aircraft that have been developed by Boeing 

company. 

 Boeing‟s P-8A Poseidon is designed for long-range Anti-Submarine warfare (ASW), Anti-

Surface Warfare (ASuW), and intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance (ISR) missions. 

 As part of its force restructuring to offset budgetary constraints, the Navy is looking to induce 

more unmanned solutions in future. 

 Till the time the government approves buying the drones, which has to get the Defence 

Acquisition Council's nod, leasing is a more economic and viable option. 

 The Defence Acquisition Council is the highest decision-making body in the Defence Ministry 

for deciding on new policies and capital acquisitions for the three services (Army, Navy and Air 

Force) and the Indian Coast Guard. 

                                            GEOGRAPHYAND BIODIVERSITY 

Subdued Northeast Monsoon 
Rainfall over the southern peninsular region has been deficient so far, indicating that the northeast 

monsoon has remained subdued this year. 

Key Points 

 Pattern of Rainfall in India: India receives rainfall during two seasons: 

 About 75% of the country‟s annual rainfall is received from the Southwest monsoon between 

June and September. 

 The Northeast monsoon occurs during October to December, and is a comparatively small-scale 

monsoon, which is confined to the Southern peninsula. It is called the winter monsoon. 

Northeast Monsoon and Rainfall: 

 After the complete withdrawal of the Southwest monsoon from the country takes place by mid-

October, the wind pattern rapidly changes from the south-westerly to the north-easterly 

direction. 

 The period after the Southwest monsoon season, from October to December, is the peak time for 

cyclonic activity in the North Indian Ocean region covering the Arabian Sea and the Bay of 

Bengal. 

 The winds associated with the formation of low pressure systems, depressions, or cyclones 

influence this monsoon, and therefore, the rainfall. 

Regions associated with Northeast Monsoon: 

 The rainfall associated with the Northeast monsoon is important for Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, 

Karaikal, Yanam, coastal Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, north interior Karnataka, Mahe and 

Lakshadweep. 

 Tamil Nadu records about 48% of its annual rainfall during these months, making it the key 

factor for undertaking agricultural activities and reservoir management in the state. 

 Some South Asian countries such as Maldives, Sri Lanka and Myanmar, too, record rainfall 

during October to December. 

Reasons for deficient rainfall this Northeast monsoon: 

Prevailing La Niña conditions in the Pacific Ocean: 

 La Niña conditions enhance the rainfall associated with the Southwest monsoon, but has a 

negative impact on rainfall associated with the Northeast monsoon. 
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 La Niña (Spanish for „little girl‟) refers to the large-scale cooling of the ocean surface 

temperatures in the central and eastern equatorial Pacific Ocean, coupled with changes in the 

tropical atmospheric circulation, namely winds, pressure and rainfall. 

 It usually has the opposite impacts on weather and climate as El Niño, which is the warm phase 

of the so-called El Niño Southern Oscillation (ENSO). 

 El Niño (Spanish for „little boy‟) is the abnormal surface warming observed along the eastern 

and central regions of the Pacific Ocean (region between Peru and Papua New Guinea). 

 La Nina and El Nino are large-scale ocean phenomena which influence the global weather 

winds, temperature and rainfall. 

 They have the ability to trigger extreme weather events like droughts, floods, hot and cold 

conditions, globally. 

 Each cycle can last anywhere between 9 to 12 months, at times extendable to 18 months and re-

occur after every three to five years. 

Inter Tropical Convective Zone (ITCZ): 

 The current position of the ITCZ has also contributed to the poor rainfall during the ongoing 

monsoon season. 

 The ITCZ is a low-pressure belt, whose northward and southward movements along the equator 

determine the precipitation in the tropics. 

 Currently, the ITCZ is located to the north of its normal position. 

Other Important Atmospheric Circulation 

 Madden-Julian Oscillation (MJO): The MJO can be defined as an eastward moving 'pulse' of 

clouds, rainfall, winds and pressure near the equator that typically recurs every 30 to 60 days. 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

Agreements Between India-Bahrain 

Recently, India and Bahrain have agreed to further strengthen their historic ties, including in areas of 

defence and maritime security. 

 Bahrain is a member of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) and signed the Abraham Accord 

with Israel and the UAE, which was mediated by the USA. 

Key Points 

 The bilateral issues, as well as regional and global matters of mutual interest, included areas of 

defence and maritime security, space technology, trade and investment, infrastructure, IT, 

FinTech, health, hydrocarbon and renewable energy. 

 Both sides affirmed to further strengthen their Covid-19 related cooperation. 

 Bahrain appreciated the assistance provided by India during the pandemic through the supply 

of medicines, medical equipment and medical professionals. 

 They expressed satisfaction on the operationalisation of the Air Bubble arrangement between 

the two countries. 

 Air bubbles (travel corridors or travel bubbles) are systems established between two countries 

that perceive each other to be safe and allow carriers of both the countries to fly passengers 

either way without any restrictions. 

 India renewed invitation to Bahrain for visiting India for the 3rd India-Bahrain High Joint 

Commission meeting to be held in the upcoming months. 

 In 2019, India launched a USD 4.2 million redevelopment project of the Sri Krishna temple in 

the Bahraini capital, Manama. 

 The 200-year old temple stands as a testimony for the enduring India-Bahrain friendship. 

 India also conveyed condolences on the demise of late Prime Minister Prince Khalifa bin 

Salman Al Khalifa, who significantly contributed to the strengthening of India-Bahrain 

relations and to the welfare of the Indian community in Bahrain. 

India-Bahrain Relations 

Historical Ties: 

 Their history goes back to about 5,000 years ago, to the period of Dilmun Civilization in 

Bahrain to the era of Indus valley civilization in India. 

 Ancient Bahraini traders are believed to have carried out a flourishing trade of Bahraini pearls 

with Indian spices. 

Bilateral Agreements/Memorandums of Understanding (MoUs): 



 

 

 

4 

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS   3RD DECEMBERE 2020 

Plot-1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRP Square, Bhubaneswar-751015 

Ph.: 8984111101, 8093083555. Web: www.vanikias.com, E-mail: vaniksias@gmail.com 

 Extradition Treaty (January 2004) 

 MoU on cooperation in the field of Information and Communication Technology (May 2012) 

 MoU on the establishment of a Joint High Commission (February 2014) 

 MOU on Water Resources Development and Management (February 2015) 

 Agreement on cooperation in combating international terrorism, transnational organised crime 

and trafficking in illicit drugs, narcotics and psychotropic substances and precursors chemicals 

(December 2015) 

 MoU for cooperation in the fields of Renewable Energy and Healthcare and Agreement on 

Exemption from Short Stay Visa for Holders of Diplomatic and Special/Official Passport (July 

2018) 

 MoU on cooperation in the exploration and uses of Outer Space for Peaceful Purposes (March 

2019) 

Trade and Economic Relations: 

 Total bilateral trade stands at USD 1282.96 million in 2018-19 and USD 753.60 million in 

2019-20 (April-Dec). 

 Indian Exports to Bahrain: Mineral fuels and oils, inorganic chemicals, organic or inorganic 

compounds of precious metals of rare earth, cereals, nuts, fruits, articles of apparel and 

clothing accessories etc. 

 Indian Imports from Bahrain: Crude oils, mineral fuels and their bituminous substance, 

distillation, aluminium, fertilizers, ores/slags/ashes of aluminium, iron and copper, pulp, etc. 

Indian investment in Bahrain: 

 India‟s total capital investment into Bahrain between January 2003 and March 2018 has been 

estimated at approximately USD 1.69 billion. 

 Financial services have the highest investment value (40% of total projects), followed by the 

real estate and hospitality sector. 

Indian Expatriate Community: 

 Approximately 3,50,000 Indians are living in Bahrain currently and around 70% are in the 

category of unskilled labour. 

 In addition to the predominant blue-collar labour force, there is a sizable number of other 

professionals who play a vital role in Bahrain‟s socio-economic development. 

 In November 2015, Bahrain launched „Little India in Bahrain‟ project to acknowledge and 

mark the contribution of the Indian community to the history and progress of Bahrain. 

IMPORTANT FACTS FOR PRELIM  

PRAGATI Meeting 
Recently, the Prime Minister (PM) has chaired the 33rd PRAGATI meeting. 

 Interaction through PRAGATI is held once every month on Fourth Wednesday, known as 

PRAGATI Day. 

Key Points 

Highlights of the Meeting: 

 The PM asked states to develop a state-specific export strategy, and reviewed development 

projects worth Rs. 1.41 lakh crore spread across 10 states and union territories. 

 Grievances related to Covid-19 and to the PM Awas Yojana (Gramin) were also taken up. 

 PM SVANidhi, agriculture reforms and development of districts as export hubs were 

reviewed. 

PRAGATI: 

 Launched in 2015, PRAGATI is the multimodal platform for Pro-Active Governance and 

Timely Implementation involving central and state governments. 

 It has been designed by the Prime Minister‟s Office (PMO) team with the help of the National 

Informatics Center (NIC). 

 It enables the PM to discuss the issues with the concerned central and state officials with full 

information and latest visuals of the ground-level situation. 

 It is a three-tier system (PMO, Union Government Secretaries, and Chief Secretaries of the 

States). 

Objective: 

 Grievance Redressal 
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 Programme Implementation 

 Project Monitoring 

 The PRAGATI platform uniquely bundles three latest technologies: Digital data management, 

video-conferencing and geo-spatial technology. 

Significance: 

 It promotes cooperative federalism as it brings together the Secretaries of Government of India 

and the Chief Secretaries of the States. 

 It is a robust system for bringing e-transparency and e-accountability with real-time presence 

and exchange among the key stakeholders. 

 It is an innovative project in e-governance and good governance. 

 Concerns: The direct interaction of the PM with the state secretaries without involving the 

political executives of the states is undermining the state political executive. 

 It is also said that this is leading to a concentration of power in the extra-constitutional office 

of PMO. 

DAILY ANSWER WRITING PRACTICE 

Qns   “The needs of migrants should be addressed through a concerted national policy.” In the light 

of the statement critically examine the utility of One Nation One Ration Card scheme. (250 words) 
Ans:  

Indian states are unable to provide basic necessities like food, housing, health, sanitation, education, 

transport and skilling to migrant workers who play an important part in the urban economies. 

This highlights the pressing need for a concerted policy to secure and protect rights of all migrant workers. 

In this context, the „One Nation One Ration Card' (ONORC) scheme has been devised to provide 

portability of food security benefits all across the nation. 

The ONORC scheme is all about inter-state portability of ration cards. It enables the beneficiaries who are 

taking food grains under the Public Distribution System (PDS) to access the same benefits if they happen 

to migrate from one part of the country to the other, in a seamless manner. 

Benefits Emanating From ONORC scheme 

 Interoperability of Ration Card: The scheme will allow any PDS recipient to use their ration cards 

at any PDS shop across the country. 

 The poor migrant workers will be able to buy subsidised rice and wheat from any ration shop in 

the country but for that their ration cards must be linked to Aadhaar. 

 Empowering Consumers: The scheme will give the beneficiaries the opportunity to opt for the 

dealer of their choice. If any dealer misbehaves or misallocates, the beneficiary can switch to 

another Fair Price Shop (FPS) instantly. 

 Right to Food: The enactment of the National Food Security Act, (NFSA) 2013 marks a paradigm 

shift in the approach to food security from welfare to the rights-based approach. 

 The ONORC scheme will ensure that the right to food (a legal entitlement) is secured to all the 

people including migrants and no poor person is deprived of subsidised grains. 

 Integrating the Country: The ONORC scheme will add to the integration of the country as 

wherever a person goes, he will be able to get food grains at that place. This scheme will further 

help in adding to the nutritional values of the poor consumers. 

Challenges Associated with the Scheme 

 Domicile-Based Social Sector Schemes: PDS is a domicile-based scheme and thus it restricts 

people to access government social security, welfare and food entitlements at their place of origin. 

It needs serious rethinking before making „ONOR Card‟ portable. 

 Logistical Issues: An FPS receives the monthly quota of products strictly in accordance with the 

number of people assigned to it. 

 The ONORC, when fully operational, would disrupt this practice, as some FPSs may have to cater 

to more numbers of cards even as others cater to less, owing to migration of people. 

 Cost of Additional Food Grain: One of the apprehensions mentioned by few states is the cost of 

additional food grain to be supplied to the migrant workers. 

 Logistical Issues: An FPS receives the monthly quota of products strictly in accordance with the 

number of people assigned to it. 

 The ONORC, when fully operational, can disrupt this practice, as some FPSs may have to cater to 
more numbers of ration cards and some to less, owing to migration of people. 
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 Technological Challenges: Since the scheme is based on technology, the government may face 

some technical challenges in the functioning of the scheme. 

 Like the fears of exclusion are applied for migrant workers, as the fingerprints of people engaged 

in construction labour and domestic work may change or fade and may not match with the ones 

entered in Aadhaar. 

Way Forward 

 The One Nation One Ration Card scheme should also include access to health and other welfare 

schemes. 

 A dedicated e-commerce platform ONORC may resolve the challenge of logistical issues. 

 Social auditing must be made mandatory to measure the performance of ONORC. 

 The Unorganised Sector Social Security Act, 2008, had drawn up a system of documenting 

informal sector workers through a system of welfare boards. In order to get credible data regarding 

the migrant workers, this must be implemented in letter and spirit. 

Conclusion 
Thus, a concerted national policy such as ONOR Card scheme, a national migration policy, is the need of 

the hour which will ensure a unified service delivery system based on technology and identity. 

DAILY QUIZ 

1. Consider the following statements: 

1. The TX2 award was set up at Johannesburg Earth Summit in 2002. 

2. TX2 goal is a global commitment to double the world's wild tigers by 2022. 

3. The Pilibhit Tiger Reserve recently bagged TX2 award for doubling the number of tigers in the 

past four years. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 2 only b) 2 and 3 only  c) 2 only  d) 1, 2 and 3 

2. With reference to National Investment and Infrastructure Fund (NIIF), consider the following 

statements: 

1. It is a government-backed entity established to provide long-term capital to the country‟s 

infrastructure sector. 

2. The Indian government has a majority stake in NIIF. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only  b) 2 only  c) Both 1 and 2  d) Neither 1 nor 2 

3. With reference to pardoning power of the President and Governor, consider the following statements: 

1. The President has the pardoning power against the punishments of court martial. 

2. Governor does not have the power to pardon death sentences. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only  b) 2 only  c) Both 1 and 2  d) Neither 1 nor 2 

4. Consider the following statements regarding Garima Greh: 

1. It is inaugurated by the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment. 

2. The Garima Greh will be a shelter home for Transgender persons. 

Which of the statements given above is/are not correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 
5. With reference to One Nation, One Election, consider the following statements: 

1. It will help keep a check on the poll expenses. 

2. It would ensure timely implementation of the government policies. 

3. It would reduce the burden on administrative setup. 

Which of the statements given above can be termed as advantages of One Nation, One Election? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 
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