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GOVERNMENT POLICIES AND INTERVENTIONS 

Saansad Adarsh Gram Yojana (SAGY) 
According to the Ministry of Rural Development, only 252 Members of Parliament (MPs) out of total 

current strength 790 (both elected and nominated), have adopted gram panchayats under phase-4 

of Saansad Adarsh Gram Yojana (SAGY). 

Cause of Concern 
 Since the launch of the scheme on 11

th
 October  2014, only 1,753 gram panchayats have been selected 

across four phases, way below the expected figure. 

 In Phase-1 of SAGY, 703 MPs adopted gram panchayats but that number went down to 497 in Phase-

2 and 301 in Phase-3, showing a gradual decline in subsequent phases. 

 Specific To Lok Sabha: About two-thirds of Lok Sabha MPs are yet to select gram 

panchayats under Phase-4 of the scheme. The Lok Sabha has a total strength of 545 members which 

includes 543 elected members and two nominated members from anglo-Indian community. 

About the Scheme: 

 Under the Yojana, Members of Parliament (MPs) are responsible for developing the socio-

economic and physical infrastructure of three villages each by 2019, and a total of eight villages 

each by 2024. The first Adarsh Gram (Model Village) was to be developed by 2016, and two more 

by 2019. 

 From 2019 to 2024, five more Adarsh Grams must be developed by each MP, one each year. This 

implies that a total of 6,433 Adarsh Grams, of the 2,65,000 gram panchayats, will be created by 

2024. 

Process: 

 Lok Sabha MP: chooses a Gram Panchayat from within his/her constituency. 

 Rajya Sabha MP: chooses Gram Panchayat from the rural area of a district of his/her choice in the 

State from which he/she is elected. 

 Nominated MPs: choose a Gram Panchayat from the rural area of any district in the country. 

The vision behind the evolution of SAGY villages was to create model villages by ensuring convergence 

and dovetailing of schemes and its proper implementation on priority basis. However, the seriousness 

required to achieve the motto is lacking. MPs need to be more responsible towards the scheme. 

POLITY AND GOVERNACE 

Political Parties Registration Tracking Management System (PPRTMS) 
The Election Commission of India has launched a “Political Parties Registration Tracking 

Management System (PPRTMS)” 
Registration of political parties is governed by the provisions of Section 29A of the Representation of the 

People Act, 1951. 

Features of PPRTMS: 
 The salient feature in the PPRTMS is that the applicant, who is applying for a political party 

registration from 1st January, 2020 will be able to track the progress of his/her application and 

will get status updates through SMS and e-mail. 

 An association seeking registration under the above mentioned Section has to submit an 

application to the Commission within a period of 30 days following the date of its formation. 

ENVIRONMENT- CONSERVATION, BIO-DIVERSITY AND ISSUES 

Senna Spectabilis a threat to Kerala‟s Biodiversity 
The Kerala Government is planning to arrest the rampant growth of invasive plants, especially Senna 

spectabilis, in the forest areas of the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve (NBR), including the Wayanad Wildlife 

Sanctuary. 
The plant has also started to invade the adjacent Bandipur and Nagarhole tiger reserves in Karnataka 

and Mudumalai tiger reserve in Tamil Nadu. 

About the Plant: 

 Senna spectabilis is a deciduous tree native to tropical areas of America. 

 It grows up to 15 to 20 metres in a short period of time and distributes thousands of seeds after 

flowering. 

 The thick foliage of the tree arrests the growth of other indigenous tree and grass species. 

Thus, it causes food shortage for the wildlife population, especially herbivores. 

 It also adversely affect the germination and growth of the native species. 

 It is categorised as „Least Concern‟ under IUCN Red List. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/saansad-adarsh-gram-yojana-sagy
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/political-parties-registration-tracking-management-system-pprtms
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/election-commission-of-india
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/joint-effort-to-conserve-wildlife-at-bandipur
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/iucn-red-list
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INDIAN HERITAGE AND CULTURE, ARCHITECTURE 

Sangita Kalanidhi Award 
Recently, S.Sowmya has been conferred with Sangita Kalanidhi Award. The award is conferred by the 

Madras Music Academy. 

Features: 
 It is considered the highest award in the field of Carnatic music. 

 The award comprises of a gold medal and a birudu Patra (citation). 

Madras Music Academy plays an important role in promoting Carnatic Music. 

Carnatic music 
 Carnatic music is a system of music commonly associated with southern India including the states 

Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Karnataka, Kerala, and Tamil Nadu, but also practised in Sri Lanka. 

 It is one of two main genres of Indian classical music that evolved from ancient Hindu traditions, 

the other genre being Hindustani music, which emerged as a distinct form because of Persian and 

Islamic influences in northern India. 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

Satcom Technology Deployed for Learning 
Recently, the Rajasthan government has started using satellite communication technology on a broader 

scale to enhance the learning outcomes in educational institutions and generate awareness about social 

welfare schemes. 

It will give priority to the five aspirational districts, Karauli, Dholpur, Baran, Jaisalmer and Sirohi, 

selected by NITI Aayog in the State. 

Important Facts: 

 The initiative has been taken to provide the facility of Receive Only Terminals 

(ROT) and Satellite Interactive Terminals (SIT) for getting the services of subject experts in the 

government schools and colleges. It will propagate various schemes in remote areas with no 

internet connectivity. 

 At present, there are over hundred SITs and ROTs under CEC EDUSAT network, installed at 

various    colleges, and Universities across the country. 

 It will be used in approximately 2,000 institutions coming under various departments, such as 

education, higher education, social welfare, minority welfare, women and child development 

and tribal area development. 

CEC EDUSAT network: The Consortium for Educational Communication (CEC) is one of the Inter-

University Centres set up by the University Grants Commission of India. 

EDUSAT is the satellite exclusively devoted to meet the demands of the educational sector. 

Chandrayaan - 3 and Gaganyaan 

The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) is working simultaneously on the Chandrayaan-

3 and Gaganyaan. 

Chandrayan 3 

 The Chandrayaan-3 is the successor to the Chandrayaan-2 mission and it will likely attempt 

another soft-landing on the lunar surface. 

 It will be almost a repetition of the July 2019 Chandrayaan-2 mission in the configuration of 

spacecraft, the landing spot on the moon and the experiments to be conducted on the lunar surface. 

 Although scores of landers sent by Russia, the U.S. and the Chinese have explored the moon's 

surface, so far, no other agency has landed in the southern hemisphere of the moon. ISRO hopes to 

be the first to do so. 

 As per ISRO, the total cost of Chandrayaan-3 mission will be over Rs 600 crores. In comparison, 

the total cost of the Chandrayaan-2 mission was Rs 960 crores. 

Gaganayaan 

 Gaganyaan, announced by the Prime Minister in August 2018, is the Rs.10,000-crore Indian 

human space flight scheduled for 2022. It is designed to have 3-7 crew members spend 3-7 days in 

space in a 400-km orbit. 

 The first of the two pre-Gaganyaan flights with a humanoid will be launched in 2020-end along 

with some of the six shortlisted microgravity experiments. 

 ISRO has already constituted an advisory committee for the Gaganyaan. ISRO has also identified 

four astronauts whose training will commence in Russia from January in 2020. 
 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/sangita-kalanidhi-award
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/satcom-technology-deployed-for-learning
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/aspirational-districts-programme
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/niti-aayog-national-institution-for-transforming-india
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/chandrayaan-3-and-gaganyaan
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/indian-space-research-organisation-isro
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/paper3/to-the-point-paper3-mission-gaganyaan
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS 

WHO Report on Global Tobacco Epidemic 2019 
Recently, the World Health Organization has released a report which projected a powerful shift in the 

global tobacco epidemic. The shift is reflected in the decline in the overall global tobacco use and 

the number of people consuming it. 

Important Facts 
 Global tobacco use: It declined from 1.397 billion in 2000 to 1.337 billion in 2018. 

 The fall was largely driven by reductions in the number of females using tobacco products, with 

their numbers shrinking from 346 million in 2000 to 244 million in 2018, or more than 100 

million users. 

 Some 60% of countries have been experiencing a decline in tobacco use since 2010. 

 Projections: By 2020, there will be 10 million fewer tobacco users compared to 2018 and another 

27 million less by 2025, amounting to 1.299 billion. 

 Other findings: Approximately 43 million children (aged 13-15) over the world used tobacco in 

2018 (14 million girls and 29 million boys). 

 Number of males using tobacco: It rose from 1.050 billion in 2000 to 1.093 billion in 2018, 

however, the report projects a decline in the number of males using tobacco. 

Indian Scenario 

 Current tobacco use rates in India in 2018 for people aged 15 years and older were higher than 

global rates among both males and females. However, the rates of tobacco smoking were lower 

than global rates. 

 In India, the prevalence of tobacco use (male and female combined) in 2000 was 44% and it is 

expected to reduce almost by half to 22.3% by 2025. 

2020 as Year of the Nurse and Midwife: WHO 
The World Health Organisation (WHO) has designated the year 2020 as the “Year of the Nurse and 

midwife”, in honour of the 200th birth anniversary of Florence Nightingale. 

Implications 
 Strengthening nursing will help to achieve Sustainable Development Goals, in particular the 

(SDG) 3 - ensure healthy lives and promote wellbeing for all at all ages, SDG 5-promoting gender 

equity and SDG 8- contributing to economic development. 

 This declaration will help to strengthen nursing and midwifery for Universal Health Coverage. 

 The declaration will also help to endorse “The NursingNow!” a three-year campaign (2018-2020) 

to improve health globally by raising the status of nursing. 

 Nurses and midwives constitute more than 50% of the health workforce in many countries. 

DAILY ANSWER WRITING PRACTICE 

Qns. State the criteria followed for determination of Particular Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs). 

What are the issues faced by them? Also discuss various measures taken by government to tackle 

these issues. 

Ans. Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs) in general, are socially as well as economically more 

backward among the tribal groups. In 1973, the Dhebar Commission created Primitive Tribal Groups 

(PTGs) as a separate category, who are less developed among the tribal groups. 

In 2006, the Government of India renamed the PTGs as Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs). 

There are 75 PVTGs notified as on date in the country in 18 States and UT of Andaman & Nicobar Islands.  

The criteria followed for determination of PVTGs are as under: 

 A pre-agriculture level of technology; 

 A stagnant or declining population; 

 Extremely low literacy; and 

 A subsistence level of the economy. 

Issues Faced by PVTGs: 
 Population: Quite a few PVTGs still face stagnation in population growth such as the Birhor in 

central India. Some are declining like the Onge and Andamanese. 

 Insufficient baseline surveys: The Anthropological Survey of India observed that out of 75 

PVTGs, baseline surveys exist for about 40 groups, even after declaring them as PVTGs.This has 

hindered implementation of welfare schemes directed at the communities. 

 Poverty: It is a common phenomenon among most of the PVTGs which lead to hunger, 

malnutrition, ill-health, illiteracy etc. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/tags/international-relations
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/who-report-on-global-tobacco-epidemic-2019
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-international-institution/world-health-organization-who
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/2020-as-year-of-the-nurse-and-midwife-who
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 Loss of their traditional livelihoods, habitats and customary resource due to industrial 

projects, tourist activities, the apathy of forest bureaucracy, climate change, deforestation and so 

on. 

 Education: The educational status of these groups especially women is very low compared to 

other tribal groups. 

 Health: The health indicators such as Infant Mortality Rate (IMR); malnutrition; and certain 

chronic diseases like Leukemia, Skin disorders etc. are very high and common. 

 Infrastructure: Lack of safe drinking water, poor sanitary conditions, difficult terrain and 

unavailability of health and nutritional services. 

Government Measures 

 The Scheme for Development of Primitive Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs): It is a 

flexible scheme and covers funding for activities like housing, land distribution, land 

development, agricultural development, animal husbandry, construction of link roads, 

installation of non-conventional sources of energy for lighting purpose, social security 

including Janshree Bima Yojana or any other innovative activity meant for the comprehensive 

socio-economic development of PVTGs. 

 Priority is also assigned to PVTGs under the schemes of Special Central Assistance (SCA) 

to Tribal Sub-Scheme (TSS), Grants under Article 275(1) of the Constitution, and Grants-in-

aid to Voluntary Organisations working for the welfare of Scheduled Tribes. 

 Each state and the Andaman and Nicobar Islands‟ administration, is required to prepare a long 

term Conservation-cum-Development (CCD) plan, valid for a period of five years for each 

PVTG within its territory, outlining the initiatives it will undertake, financial planning for the 

same and the agencies charged with the responsibility of undertaking the same. 

 The Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) 

Act 2006 (FRA) recognizes the forest and habitat rights of the PVTGs. 

Conclusion 

Each of the 75 PVTGs has an innate connection with their land and habitats. So, protection of their land 

and resources must be at the very heart of any policy or development initiatives concerning PVTGs. Some 

of them are even on the verge of extinction such as Shompens and Jarawas of Andaman and Nicobar 

Islands, Abhuj Maria of Chhattisgarh etc. Thus, the PVTGs are in need of special and undivided attention 

on priority for their protection and support in view of their fragile living conditions; prevailing socio-

economic vulnerability and diminishing numbers. 

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS MCQ 

1. „Line of Actual Control (LAC)‟ is concerned with which of the following countries? 

 a) China    b) Myanmar 

 c) Pakistan    d) Bangladesh 

2. Consider the following statements with respect to „Gaganyaan‟ 

1. It is an Indian crewed orbital spacecraft that is intended to send 3 astronauts to space for a minimum 

of seven days by 2022, as part of the Indian Human Spaceflight Programme. 

2. ISRO‟s Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle GSLV Mk III, the three-stage heavy-lift launch 

vehicle, will be used to launch Gaganyaan. 

Select the correct statements 

 a) 1 Only    b) 2 Only 

 c) Both    d) None 

3. „Long March 5‟ heavy-lift rocket is developed by 

 a) USA    b) Russia 

 c) China    d) India 

4. Consider the following statements with respect to „MANI‟ app 

1. It was launched to aid visually impaired persons in identifying denomination of currency notes. 

2. It also authenticates a note as either genuine or counterfeit. 

Select the correct statements 

 a) 1 Only    b) 2 Only 

 c) Both    d) None 

5. „SnowEx‟ is snow remote sensing programme launched by 

 a) NASA    b) ISRO 
 c) ESA    d) Roscosmos 

 


