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CONSTITUTION AND POLITY 

The Dadra & Nagar Haveli and Daman & Diu (Merger Of Union Territories) Bill, 2019 

Lok Sabha passed the Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu (Merger of Union Territories) 

Bill, 2019. 

Key features of the Bill include: 

 The First Schedule to the Constitution specifies the territories that come under various 

states and UTs. The Bill amends the First Schedule to merge the territories of the two 

UTs: (a) Dadra and Nagar Haveli, and (b) Daman and Diu.  The merged territory will 

form the UT of Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu. 

 Article 240(1) of the Constitution allows the President to make regulations for certain 

UTs, including the UTs of Dadra and Nagar Haveli, and Daman and Diu. The Bill 

amends the Article to replace these two UTs with the merged UT. 

 Representation in Lok Sabha: The First Schedule to the Representation of the People Act, 

1950 provides one seat in Lok Sabha to each of the two UTs. The Bill seeks to amend the 

Schedule to allocate two Lok Sabha seats to the merged UT.  

 Jurisdiction of High Court: The Bill provides that the jurisdiction of the High Court of 

Bombay will continue to extend to the merged UT. 

 Services under the UTs: There will be no change in the status of Group III and IV 

employees.  

Related Info:  

 Both the UTs are located in the western region of the country. Dadra and Nagar Haveli 

has just one district while Daman and Diu has two. The combined population of the two 

UTs is 5 lakh 80 thousand. 

 Currently, administrators shuttle between the two UTs on specific days which creates 

problems for administrative functioning. The merger was decided to improve delivery 

services to the people. 

 The country currently has nine UTs after the creation of the UTs of Jammu and Kashmir, 

and Ladakh. However, with the merger of Daman and Diu, and Dadra and Nagar Haveli, 

the number of UTs will come down to eight. 

Ma Gridhah Kasyasvidhanam 

Lokpal Chairman Justice (retired) Pinaki Chandra Ghose launched the new logo for the apex anti-

corruption ombudsman. A new motto was also adopted. 

Motto: The new motto of Lokpal is „Ma Gridhah Kasyasvidhanam‟ which in English means “Do 

not be greedy for anyone‟s wealth.” It has been taken 

from a sloka of „Ishabasoupanishad‟.  

Logo: The logo symbolises how Lokpal protects and cares 

for the people of India by establishing justice as per law.  

The logo symbolizes various essence of LOKPAL 

figuratively in shapes such as: ombudsman (judges 

bench), people (three human figures), vigilance (Ashok 

chakra forming eye–pupil), law (shape of book in orange) 

and judicial (the tricolor two hands are placed below 

forming a unique balance). The logo is in tricolor representing the national essence of LOKPAL.  

Related Info : 

The Lokpal became functional after the appointment of its Chairman and members in March 

2019. 
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS- BILATERAL, GROUPINGS, ORGANISATIONS 

Exercise Mitra Shakti-VII: 2019 

The seventh edition of India-Sri Lanka joint training exercise, Exercise MITRA SHAKTI– 2019 

is scheduled to be conducted at Foreign Training Node (FTN), Pune from 01 - 14 December 

2019. 

About: 

 Exercise MITRA SHAKTI is conducted annually as part of military diplomacy and 

interaction between armies of India & Sri Lanka. 

 The aim of this joint training exercise is to build close relations between armies of India 

and Sri Lanka with focus on sub unit level training for counter insurgency & counter 

terrorism operations. 

World Anti-Doping Agency 

Recently, one of the World Anti-Doping Agency‟s (WADA) panels has suggested banning 

Russia for four years from competing in international events, including the Tokyo (2020 

Summer) Olympics. 

Key Points 

 Over the last few years, Russia has been accused of running a sophisticated doping 

programme. 

 International Olympic Committee (IOC) banned Russia‟s participation at the 2018 Winter 

Olympics in Pyeongchang, South Korea. 

 The Russian Olympic Committee was suspended and barred from attending the event. 

Only a few Russian athletes were allowed to perform under strict conditions. 

 The IOC, WADA and other global federations launched a series of investigations to look 

into the matter. 

World Anti-Doping Agency 

 It was established in 1999 as an international independent agency composed and funded 

equally by the sport movement and governments of the world. 

 Its foundation was initiated by the IOC to promote, coordinate and monitor the fight 

against drugs in sports. 

 It is headquartered in Montreal, Canada. 

 Its key activities include scientific research, education, development of anti-doping 

capacities, and monitoring of the World Anti-Doping Code – the document harmonizing 

anti-doping policies in all sports and all countries. 

 Integrity, Accountability and Excellence are the core values of the agency. 

International Olympic Committee 

 It is a not-for-profit independent international organisation that is committed to building a 

better world through sport. 

 It was created on 23 June 1894 and is the supreme authority of the Olympic Movement. 

 It ensures the regular celebration of the Olympic Games, supports all affiliated member 

organisations and strongly encourages, by appropriate means, the promotion of the 

Olympic values.  

 

ENVIRONMENT- CONSERVATION, BIO-DIVERSITY AND ISSUES 

Emissions Gap Report 2019 

UN Environment Programme (UNEP) released its annual Emissions Gap Report for the year 

2019. 

Key Highlights of the report: 

Anticipated emissions: 
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 Greenhouse gas emissions have risen 1.5 per cent per year over the last decade. Emissions 

in 2018, including from land-use changes such as deforestation, hit a new high of 55.3 

gigatonnes of CO2 equivalent. 

 Even if all current unconditional commitments under the Paris Agreement are 

implemented, temperatures are expected to rise by 3.2°C over pre-industrial levels. 

Culprit countries: 

 The United States is the highest producer of greenhouse gases when measured on a per 

capita basis. Overall, China is the world‟s largest producer. 

 India is the third-largest emitter behind the United States and China respectively. India‟s 

per capita emissions, however, are significantly below the United States, China and many 

others. 

 G20 nations collectively account for 78 per cent of all emissions, but only five G20 

members have committed to a long-term zero emissions target. 

Way ahead: 

 To meet the 1.5°C temperature goal of the Paris Agreement, global greenhouse gas 

emissions must fall by 7.6 per cent each year between 2020 and 2030. 

 To deliver on these cuts, the levels of ambition in the Nationally Determined 

Contributions (NDCs) must increase at least fivefold for the 1.5°C goal and threefold for 

the 2°C. 

Related Info:  

 Each year, the Emissions Gap Report assesses the gap between anticipated emissions in 

2030 and levels consistent with the 1.5°C and 2°C targets of the Paris Agreement. 

 For the first time, it looks at how large annual cuts would need to be from 2020 to 2030 to 

stay on track to meeting the Paris goals. 

 

DEFENCE AND SECURITY 

Special Protection Group (Amendment) Bill, 2019 

Lok Sabha passes the Special Protection Group (Amendment) Bill, 2019 to amend the Special 

Protections Group Act, 1988. 

Special Protections Group Act, 1988: Salient Features 

 Based on the recommendations of the Birbal Nath committee report, SPG came into 

existence in 1985. From 1985 to 1988, SPG was governed by an Executive Order and 

only in 1988 the SPG Act came into existence. 

 Under the Act, the Special Protection Group (SPG) provides security to the Prime 

Minister and his immediate family members. 

 It also provides security to former Prime Ministers and their immediate family members 

for a period of one year from the date on which they cease to hold the office. Beyond this 

period, the SPG security is provided based on the level of threat as decided by the central 

government.  

 The threat must: (i) emanate from a military or terrorist organisation, and (ii) be of a 

grave and continuing nature. 

 If the SPG security is withdrawn from a former Prime Minister, it will also be withdrawn 

from his immediate family members, unless the level of threat faced by the immediate 

family member warrants such security. 

Special Protection Group (Amendment) Bill, 2019: Salient Features 

 The Bill amends this provision to state that the SPG will provide security to the Prime 

Minister, and members of his immediate family residing with him at his official 

residence. 

 It will also provide security to any former Prime Ministers, and his immediate family 

members residing with him at the residence allotted to him. 
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 This security will be provided for a period of five years from the date on which he ceases 

to hold the office of Prime Minister. 

 If the SPG security is withdrawn from a former Prime Minister, it will also be withdrawn 

from his immediate family members. 

Related Info:  

 Replying to the debate, the Home Minister noted that there is a perception in the country 

that the amendment in SPG Act is only for the purpose to remove the SPG security cover 

for the Gandhi family. 

 He clarified that the security cover has not been removed from the Gandhi Family but it 

has been changed to Z Plus security with CRPF and Ambulance. 

War Casualties’ Housing Limit 

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has approved the proposal to extend the period of retention of 

government accommodation by Battle Casualties from all the three Services. 

About: 

 Families of Armed Forces personnel killed in action against enemy forces will now be 

able to retain government accommodation for one year. Earlier, this period was three 

months. 

 The provision will also be available for those martyred in enemy air attacks. 

 The government‟s decision will not just boost the morale of the troops and their families 

but also came as a relief as shifting homes after losing a breadwinner can be extremely 

difficult. 

 

ODISHA DEVELOPMENT 

Odisha To Host 2023 Men’s Hockey WC 

The 2023 Men‟s Hockey World Cup will be held in Bhubaneswar and Rourkela. India will host 

the Men‟s Hockey World Cup for the second consecutive time after the country was picked to 

stage the game‟s showpiece event in 2023 by the International Hockey Federation (FIH) earlier 

this month. 

 Bhubaneswar‟s Kalinga Stadium will host the game‟s showpiece tournament for the 

second consecutive time after successfully conducting the event in 2018, which was won 

by Belgium. 

 Of late, Bhubaneswar has hosted some big international sporting events, including the 

2017 Asian Athletics Championships, 2017 FIH Hockey World League Final, FIH Men‟s 

Series Finals in 2019 and the recently-concluded FIH Hockey Olympic Qualifiers. 

 The state capital is also one of the venues for the 2020 FIFA Women‟s U-17 World Cup. 
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DAILY ANSWER WRITING PRACTICE 
Qns:  “The awareness of the extent of malnutrition despite agricultural growth has led to a need to 

converge agriculture and nutrition.” Comment.  

Ans:  

India's agricultural production has been increasing every year, and India is among the top producers of 

several crops such as wheat, rice, pulses, sugarcane and cotton. It is the highest producer of milk and the 

second highest producer of fruits and vegetables. Despite this, India has the world's worst level of child 

malnutrition. Malnutrition accounted for 68.2 per cent of the total under-5 deaths in India in 2017 as per a 

report by Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) and National Institute of Nutrition (NIN). India has 

been ranked at 102nd place among 117 economies in the Global Hunger Index (GHI) 2019. In this 

backdrop, it becomes imperative to converge targets of food production to objectives of malnutrition and 

minimise any such gap. 

Suggestions to converge agriculture and nutrition: 

 Crop diversification: There is a need to promote awareness about the traditionally grown crops 

(like millets), about their nutrition and micro-nutrient content, about ways to move away from 

mono-cropping and increase crop diversity to increase diet diversity. 

 Promoting food fortification: It involves the addition of key vitamins and minerals such as iron, 

iodine, zinc, Vitamin A & D to staple foods such as rice, milk and salt to improve their nutritional 

content. 

 Use of Genetically Modified Crops: Proper scientific studies should be initiated to study the 

effects of GM crops in Indian conditions and to frame laws related to introduction of GM food 

crops in India. 

 For ex: Both Bangladesh and the Philippines would be soon introducing world‟s first Vitamin-A 

enriched rice varieties (Golden Rice), to fight against Vitamin A deficiency (VAD), which is the 

main cause of preventable blindness in children. 

 Addressing rural poverty: Malnutrition can be tackled by making farming more remunerative and 

sustainable. This can be done by increasing productivity by the use of better quality seeds, fertilizers, 

improved farm mechanization, better irrigation facilities, easy credit availability, use of technologies 

like Artificial Intelligence in agriculture, and better forward and backward linkages etc. 

 Improving post harvest logistics and management: As per a report by the Food and Agriculture 

Organization, nearly 40% of food is wasted post-harvest in India. Hence, there is a need to 

improve storage and processing techniques to prevent food wastage, which can be utilized in the 

PDS system. 

 Promoting feminization of agriculture: Women have greater propensity to spend on children‟s 

nutrition and education. Hence, there is a need to take initiatives like promoting organic farming, 

allied activities like livestock rearing, beekeeping, etc as women are more involved in these activities. 

Steps taken by the government: 

Poshan Abhiyaan 

 It was set up in 2017 for a three-year time which aims at targeted reduction of stunting, 

undernutrition, anaemia and low-birth-weight babies in India. 

 It seeks to improve linkages between communities and health systems, thus paving the way for a 

mass movement to promote transformative change. 

Bharatiya Poshan Krishi Kosh 

 It is a repository of diverse crops across 128 agro-climatic zones in India. 

 The project team will identify a local partner organization for developing the Poshan atlas. 

Poshan Atlas 

 It is a food atlas developed by the Ministry of WCD to keep all the food-data at one place. 

 The atlas will create a repository of traditional foods/crops and cultural practices associated with 

them. These tools will help in developing closer ties between the agricultural and nutrition sectors. 

Conclusion 

 Awareness and knowledge about our crop diversity and regional variations in nutritious food will 

provide a nudge for behaviour change across the country propelling demand which, in turn, will 

provide opportunities to farmers and agro-processing units to address consumer needs. 

 Citizens of India will have to come together and join hands to revive our food and crop diversity 

and use our traditional knowledge for tackling undernutrition and malnutrition. 

 



 

 
 
6 

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS        29 NOVEMBER 2019 

Plot-1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRP Square, Bhubaneswar-751015 

Ph.: 8984111101, 8093083555. Web: www.vanikias.com, E-mail: vaniksias@gmail.com 

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS MCQs 

 
1. With reference to the War Casualties‟ 

Housing Unit, consider the following 

statements: 
1. Families of Armed Forces personnel 

killed in action against enemy forces 

will now be able to retain 

government accommodation for 
three months. 

2. The provision will also be available 

for those martyred in enemy air 
attacks. 

Which of the statements given above 

is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
2. With reference to the Lokpal, consider 

the following statements: 

1. The new motto of Lokpal is „Ma 
Gridhah Kasyasvidhanam‟ which in 

English means “Do not be greedy 

for anyone‟s wealth”. 
2. It has been taken from a sloka of 

„Ishabasoupanishad‟. 

Which of the statements given above 

is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

3. With reference to the UN Environment 

Programme‟s (UNEP)annual Emissions 

Gap Report for the year 2019, consider 
the following statements: 

1. Greenhouse gas emissions have 

risen 1.5 per cent per year over the 
last decade. 

2. The China is the highest producer of 

greenhouse gases when measured on 
a per capita basis. 

Which of the statements given above 

is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

4. Exercise MITRA SHAKTI is conducted 

annually as part of military diplomacy 
and interaction between armies of India 

and: 

(a) Nepal 

(b) Bhutan 
(c) Myanmar 

(d) Sri Lanka 

5. With reference to the Special Protection 
Group (Amendment) Bill, 2019, 

consider the following statements: 

1. The Bill amends this provision to 
state that the SPG will provide 

security to the Prime Minister, and 

members of his immediate family 

residing with him at his official 
residence. 

2. This security will be provided for a 

period of five years from the date on 
which he ceases to hold the office of 

Prime Minister. 

Which of the statements given above 
is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

6. With reference to the Dadra and Nagar 

Haveli and Daman and Diu (Merger of 
Union Territories) Bill, 2019, consider 

the following statements: 

1. The Bill seeks to amend the First 

Schedule to allocate one Lok Sabha 
seats to the merged UT. 

2. The Bill provides that the 

jurisdiction of the High Court of 
Bombay will continue to extend to 

the merged UT. 

Which of the statements given above 
is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 


