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NATIONAL SOCIAL ISSUES- WOMEN, POPULATION, URBANISATION, EMPOWERMENT 

ETC 

Govt. notifies new rules for drugs, clinical trials 

The Union Health Ministry has notified the Drugs and Clinical Trials Rules, 2019 aimed at promoting 

clinical research in the country. 

Drugs and Clinical Trials Rules, 2019 

 The rules will apply to all new drugs, investigational new drugs for human use, clinical trials, bio-

equivalence studies and ethics committees. 

 The rules has reduced time for approving applications, which has now come down to 30 days for 

drugs manufactured in India and 90 days for those developed outside the country. 

 Also, in case of no communication from Drugs Controller General of India, the application will be 

deemed to have been approved. 

 As per the new rule, the requirement of a local clinical trial may be waived for approval of a new 

drug if it is approved and marketed in any of the countries (EU, U.K., Australia, Japan and U.S.) 

specified by the Drugs Controller General with the approval of the government. 

 The new rules will ensure patient safety and an ethics committee will monitor the trials and decide 

on the amount of compensation in cases of adverse events. 

The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria 

Hyderabad-based pharma company Laurus Labs Limited has announced that it has entered into a strategic 

partnership agreement with Global Fund for a period of 3.5 years. Through this agreement Laurus Labs 

will have the volume commitments from the Global Fund for the treatment of HIV/AIDS. 

 The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria (or simply the Global Fund) is an 

international financing organization that aims to “attract, leverage and invest additional resources 

to end the epidemics of HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria to support attainment of the 

Sustainable Development Goals established by the United Nations.” 

 Founded in 2002, the Global Fund is a partnership between governments, civil society, the private 

sector and people affected by the diseases. 

 The organization maintains its secretariat in Geneva, Switzerland. 
Background:The Global Fund was formed as an independent, non-profit foundation under Swiss law and 

hosted by the World Health Organization in January 2002. In January 2009, the organization became an 

administratively autonomous organization, terminating its administrative services agreement with the 

World Health Organization. 

Global MPI 2018 

Global MPI 2018 Report prepared by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the 

Oxford Poverty and Human Development Initiative.The report, covering 105 countries, dedicates a chapter 

to India because of this remarkable progress. However, India still had 364 million poor in 2015-16, the 

largest for any country, although it is down from 635 million in 2005-06. 

Definition of MPI poor: The report measures multidimensional poverty index, which it says can be broken 

down to show “who is poor” and “how they are poor”. This factors in two measures, poverty rate as a 

percentage of the population, and intensity as the average share of deprivations that poor people 

experience. The product of these two is MPI. If someone is deprived in a third or more of 10 weighted 

indicators, the global index identifies them as “MPI poor”. 

Key observations: 

 In India, poverty reduction among children, the poorest states, Scheduled Tribes, and Muslims 

was fastest. 

 Although Muslims and STs reduced poverty the most over the 10 years, these two groups still had 

the highest rates of poverty. 

 Bihar was the poorest state in 2015-16, with more than half its population in poverty. The four 

poorest states —Bihar, Jharkhand, Uttar Pradesh, and Madhya Pradesh — were still home to 196 

million MPI poor people, which was over half of all the MPI poor people in India. 

 Jharkhand had the greatest improvement, followed by Arunachal Pradesh, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, 
and Nagaland. 
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS- BILATERAL, GROUPINGS, ORGANISATIONS 

Global Energy Transition Index 

India has moved up two places to rank 76th on a global energy transition index, released by World 

Economic Forum (WEF). 

Global Energy Transition Index 

 The WEF has ranked 115 economies on how well they are able to balance energy security and 

access with environmental sustainability and affordability. 

 The WEF index considers both the current state of the countries‟ energy system and their 

structural readiness to adapt to future energy needs. 

 The „transition readiness‟ component of the index has taken into account six individual indicators: 

o capital and investment, 

o regulation and political commitment, 

o institutions and governance, 

o institutions and innovative business environment, 

o human capital and consumer participation, and 

o energy system structure 
India‟s Performance 

 India is amongst the countries with high pollution levels and has a relatively high CO2 intensity in 

its energy system. 

 India has made significant strides to improve energy access in recent years, and currently scores 

well in the area of regulation and political commitment towards energy transition. 

 It suggested there was a ground for optimism regarding India despite the current outdated energy 

system not being ready for transition, because an enabling environment is being built to support 

future transition. 

 While India has scored low in terms of system performance (ranking 97 and 86, respectively), it 

ranks considerably higher when it comes to readiness (45 and 61, respectively). 

 Overall, India has moved up two places from 78th last year. 

 China is ranked even lower than India at 82nd position, though it ranks very high at seventh place 

in the world for regulation and political commitment. 

 Despite its low ranking, India is the second best in the BRICS block of emerging economies, with 

Brazil being the best at 46th place globally. 

 However, India is the only amongst the five economies to improve its rank since last year. 

Global Scenario 

 Sweden remains on the top on this annual list and is followed by Switzerland and Norway in the 

top three. 

 Among major economies, the United Kingdom (UK) is ranked seventh. 

 Singapore has been ranked thirteenth, while Germany, Japan and the US have bagged the 

seventeenth, eighteenth and the twenty-seventh place respectively. 

 Within Asia, Malaysia is ranked highest at 31st, Sri Lanka is 60th, Bangladesh 90th and Nepal 

93rd. 
Challenges ahead 

 The biggest challenge facing attempts to future proof global energy is the lack of readiness among 

the world‟s largest emitters. 

 Continued uses of coal for power generation in Asia, increasing commodity prices and slower-

than-needed improvements in energy intensity have contributed to this year‟s stagnation in 

performance. 

 The WEF said fossil fuels‟ share of total primary energy supply at 81 per cent has been constant 

over the past three decades. 

 Also, the global CO2 emissions are expected to have increased by more than 2 per cent in 2018, 

the highest since 2014. 

ShardaPeeth Corridor 

The Pakistan government has approved a proposal to establish a corridor that will allow Hindu pilgrims 

from India to visit ShardaPeeth an ancient Hindu temple and cultural site in POK.India had already sent a 

proposal to Pakistan to open the temple corridor.The corridor when opened will be the second religious 
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tract after Kartarpur corridor in Pakistan-controlled territory that will connect the two neighbouring 

nations. 

ShardaPeeth Corridor 

 Established in 237 BC during the reign of Ashoka, the 5,000-year-old SharadaPeeth is an 

abandoned temple and ancient centre of learning dedicated to the Hindu goddess of learning. 

 Between the 6th and 12th centuries CE, SharadaPeeth was one of the foremost temple universities 

of the Indian subcontinent. 

 After Partition in 1947, the temple went under the control of Pakistan. 

 It is about 150km from Muzaffarabad, the capital of PoK, and about 130km from Srinagar, the 

summer capital of Jammu & Kashmir. 

 It is also one of the three famous holy sites for Kashmiri Pandits, the other two being the Martand 

Sun Temple in Anantnag and the Amarnath temple. 

 Kashmiri Panditorganisations have been demanding opening of the ShardaPeeth corridor for many 

years now. 

Importance of the peeth 

 The peeth is also considered a historical seat of learning, and was once at par with the ancient 

seats of learning at Nalanda and Takshila. 

 Kashmiri Pandits consider Sharada as their “kuldevi” or principal deity. 

 The SharadaPeeth is believed to be one of the foremost temple universities of the subcontinent 

between the 6th and 12th centuries CE. 

 There are competing theories about when it was built, but it has been suggested that the temple is 

over 5,000-year-old. 

INDIAN ECONOMY 

NyuntamAayYojana (NYAY) 

Congress party has spun a narrative around its electoral promise of handing out to the farmers Rs 72000 

per year per household  as a minimum income support.  

NyuntamAayYojana (NYAY) 

 This would be a flat transfer of Rs. 6,000 a month to identified poor households. 

 There has been little word on how the Congress expects to finance NYAY. 

 A ballpark estimate of the fiscal expenditure, to transfer Rs. 72,000 every year to the poorest 20% 

of the approximately 25 crore Indian households, would be Rs. 3.6 lakh crore. 

 This is twice the estimated amount set aside for food subsidy and five times that for fertilizer 

subsidy in the 2019-20 Union Budget. 

 No details on financing the scheme 

 It is not clear whether the Congress, should it come to power, will cut back on other subsidies and 

programmes in order to finance NYAY. 

 There is also the additional problem of the identification of the poor — the Socio-Economic and 

Caste Census of 2011 is the most comprehensive exercise for this, but it has been riven by 

reliability and authenticity issues and has only been partially released to the public as yet. 

 By having an inbuilt provision of targeting the beneficiaries, NYAY can fall short as other 

programmes have, such as the targeted public distribution system. 
Prospects Of NYAY 

 An unconditional transfer of a specified minimum income support to the poor will go a long way 

in helping address immediate needs related to health, education and indebtedness. 

 A large section of the targeted poor would include landless workers and marginal farmers in rural 

areas, and unemployed youth in families engaged in menial labour in urban areas. 

 Besides shoring up income to meet such basic needs and pushing wages upwards, the transfer 

scheme can help spur demand and consumption in rural areas in particular. 
Challenges in the scheme 

 There are disincentives inherent in the scheme as well. 

 A section of the beneficiaries could withdraw themselves from employment. 

 this could be mitigated by the expected overall spur in demand in the economy through 
consumption, and by the rise in real wages consequent to the shrinking of the labour market. 
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Conclusion 

 Limited cash transfers in the form of direct farm income support in States such as Telangana and 

Odisha have helped ameliorate agrarian crises. 

 This was the reason why the BJP-led government came up with the PM-KISAN Yojana as a 

countrywide scheme. 

 A massive programme such as NYAY, however, has no precedent. It might give a fillip to the 

Congress election campaign, but much more homework is required for its implementation. 

 A dole is not a magic bullet; it can only be one among a clutch of robust and prudent welfare 

policies. 

ENVIRONMENT- CONSERVATION, BIO-DIVERSITY AND ISSUES 

India’s carbon dioxide emissions up 5%: IEA Report 

India emitted 2,299 million tonnes of carbon dioxide in 2018, a 4.8% rise from last year, according to a 

report by the International Energy Agency (IEA). 

About IEA 

 The International Energy Agency is a Paris-based autonomous intergovernmental organization 

established in the framework of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 

(OECD) in 1974 in the wake of the 1973 oil crisis. 

 The IEA was initially dedicated to responding to physical disruptions in the supply of oil, as well 

as serving as an information source on statistics about the international oil market and other 

energy sectors. 

 The IEA acts as a policy adviser to its member states, but also works with non-member countries, 

especially China, India, and Russia. 
The Global Energy & CO2 Status Report  

 India‟s emissions growth this year was higher than that of the United States and China — the two 

biggest emitters in the world. 

 This was primarily due to a rise in coal consumption. 

 China, the United States, and India together accounted for nearly 70% of the rise in energy 

demand. 

 India‟s per capita emissions were about 40% of the global average and contributed 7% to the 

global carbon dioxide burden. 

 The United States, the largest emitter, was responsible for 14%. 
Defying NDCs 

 As per its commitments to the UNFCCC, India has promised to reduce the emissions intensity of 

its economy by 2030, compared to 2005 levels. 

 It has also committed to having 40% of its energy from renewable sources by 2030 and, as part of 

this, install 100 GW of solar power by 2022. 

 However the IEA report showed that India‟s energy intensity improvement declined 3% from last 

year even as its renewable energy installations increased 10.6% from last year. 

 India says it will cost at least $2.5trillion (Rs. 150 trillion approx.) to implement its climate 

pledge, around 71% of the combined required spending for all developing country pledges. 
Soaring demands for fossil fuels 

 Global energy consumption in 2018 increased at nearly twice the average rate of growth since 

2010, driven by a robust global economy and higher heating and cooling needs in some parts of 

the world. 

 Demand for all fuels increased, led by natural gas, even as solar and wind posted double digit 

growth. 

 Higher electricity demand was responsible for over half of the growth in energy needs. 

 The United States had the largest increase in oil and gas demand worldwide. Gas consumption 

jumped 10% from the previous year, the fastest increase since the beginning of IEA records in 

1971. 

QUOTE OF THE DAY 

Once you’ve accepted your flaws, no one can use them against you.  

         

       TyrionLannister 


