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1. Which of the following are among the evolutionary mechanisms to induce variations in flowering 

plants? 

1. Mutations 

2. Natural Selection 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 only   (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

2. Consider the following statements: 

1. Bt cotton has been genetically modified by the insertion of one or more genes from a common 

soil bacterium. 

2. Bt cotton occupies greater than 95% of India‟s cotton acreage. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 only   (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

3. Consider the following statements about the „Electoral Bond Scheme‟: 

1. The scheme allows for complete anonymity of the donor. 

2. It prohibits companies from donating anything more than 7.5% of their average net-profit over 

the previous three years. 

3. A corporation ought to have been in existence for at least three years before it could make 

donations. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 only   (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 2 only   (d) 1 and 3 only 

4. Consider the following statements: 

1. Article 110 of the Constitution makes the Speaker the final authority to classify a proposed 

legislation as a money bill. 

2. A legislation dealing with the appropriation of money out of the consolidated fund is a money 

bill. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 only   (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

5. Recently, a U.S. led proposal failed to win enough votes for its adoption at the United Nations. The 

said proposal deals with: 

(a) Putting further sanctions on Iran to halt its nuclear activities. 

(b) Criticizing China for the theft of Intellectual Rights by its State backed companies. 

(c) Allowing the members of the Arctic Council to exploit the Arctic resources. 

(d) Condemning the Palestinian Hamas movement for firing rockets at Israel. 

6. The National Integration Tours are educational and motivational tours for youth with an aim to 

provide an insight into the rich heritage of the country as well as various developmental and industry 

initiatives that are underway. The initiative covers which of the following States? 

1. Jammu & Kashmir 

2. Himachal Pradesh 

3. Assam 

4. Nagaland 
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Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only  

(b) 2, 3 and 4 only  

(c) 1, 3 and 4 only  

(d) All of the above 

7. Consider the following statements: 

1. India celebrated 2018 as the National Year of Millets for promoting cultivation and consumption 

of these nutri-cereals. 

2. Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) Council will observe an International Year of Millets 

in 2019. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 only   (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

8. Consider the following statements about the Bharat Stage (BS) VI fuel norms:  

1. The BS VI regulation establishes an important precedent by leapfrogging from Euro IV-

equivalent directly to Euro VI-equivalent motor vehicle emission standards and fuels. 

2. On-road diesel and gasoline specifications will tighten to 50 ppm sulfur in 2020 nationwide to 

meet BS VI specifications. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 only   (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

9. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana aims to provide all-weather access to eligible 

unconnected rural habitations. 

2. The Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) is a 100% Centrally Sponsored Scheme. 

3. 50% of the Cess on High Speed Diesel (HSD) is earmarked for this Programme. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only  (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only  (d) All of the above 

10. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Broadcast Audience Research Council India (BARC) is the nodal agency of the government 

for advertising by various Ministries and its organisations. 

2. The Directorate of Advertising and Visual Publicity (DAVP) measures the television audience 

preferences in the country. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 only   (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

11. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Grand Renaissance Dam is under construction in Egypt. 

2. The dam is being constructed on the Blue Nile River. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 only   (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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12. Consider the following statements: 

1. InSight is a Mars lander sent by the European Space Agency. 

2. It is the first outer space robotic explorer to study in-depth the “inner space” of Mars. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 only   (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

13. Consider the following statements: 

1. Chang‟e-4 is humanity‟s first probe to land on and explore the far side of the moon. 

2. Unlike the near side of the moon that is mountainous and rugged, the far side offers many flat 

areas to touch down on. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 only   (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

14. Which of the following are among the schools of Tibetan Buddhism? 

1. Nyingma 

2. Kagyu 

3. Sakya 

4. Gelug 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(c) 1, 3 and 4 only 

(d) All of the above 

15. „Yellow vest demonstrations‟, which were recently in news, are related to: 

(a) Israel   (b) U.K. 

(c) France   (d) Greece 

16. Consider the following statements: 

1. Mekedatu dam is located at the confluence of Cauvery and Arkavathi rivers. 

2. It is being proposed by Tamil Nadu and opposed by Kerala. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 only   (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

17. Recently, the world‟s tallest railway bridge is being proposed to be built on which of the following 

rivers? 

(a) Jhelum   (b) Kosi 

(c) Ijai   (d) Brahmaputra 

18. Consider the following statements about the Indian Pangolin: 

1. Its tongue is longer than its body. 

2. A pangolin curls up into a tight ball as part of its defence mechanism against predators. 

3. While Indian pangolin is “endangered”, Chinese pangolin is “critically endangered”. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 
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(d) All of the above 

19. The National Institutional Ranking framework (NIRF) assess institutions on which of the following 

parameters? 

1. Teaching, learning and resources 

2. Research and professional practice 

3. Placements offered by reputed companies 

4. Perception of the institution 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 4 only 

(d) All of the above 

20.  The 15
th
 Finance Commission may consider proposing measurable performance-based incentives for 

States, at the appropriate level of government, in which of the following areas: 

1. Efforts made by the States in expansion and deepening of tax net under GST. 

2. Efforts and Progress made in moving towards replacement rate of population growth. 

3. Achievements in implementation of flagship schemes of Government of India. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) All of the above 

 

ANSWER KEYS 
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Successful and unsuccessful people do not 

vary greatly in their abilities. They vary in 

their desires to reach their potential. 

 

Happy New Year 


