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The United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) and the Oxford Poverty and Human 
Development Initiative (OPHI) have released 
the 2018 Multidimensional Poverty Index 
(MPI). 

Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI): 

The MPI provides the most comprehensive 
view of the various ways in which 1.3 billion 
people worldwide experience poverty in their 
daily life. 

The MPI looks at the multifaceted nature of 
poverty. It identifies people’s deprivations 
across three key dimensions – health, 
education and living standards, lacking 
amenities such clean water, sanitation, 
adequate nutrition or primary education. 
Those who are left behind in at least a third of 
the MPI’s components are defined as 
multidimensionally poor. 

Rather than viewing challenges one by one, in 
silos, the MPI shows how deprivations related 
to SDGs 1,2,3,4,6,7, and 11 are concretely 
interlinked in poor people’s lives. Rather than 
providing only national headlines, the global 
MPI is disaggregated by subnational region, 
area, ethnicity, or age cohort. The indicators 
underlying the global MPI 2018 have been 
revised to better align with the SDGs. 

India has made giant strides in reducing 
multidimensional poverty, bringing down its 
poverty rate from 55% to 28% in ten years. 

Across nearly every state, poor nutrition is the 
largest contributor to multidimensional 
poverty. Not having a household member 
with at least six years of education is the 
second largest contributor. Insufficient access 
to clean water and child mortality contribute 
least. 

In 2015/16, the four poorest states – Bihar, 
Jharkhand, Uttar Pradesh, and Madhya 
Pradesh – were still home to 196 million MPI 
poor people – over half of all the MPI poor  

 

people in India. Delhi, Kerala and Goa have the 
lowest incidence of multidimensional poverty. 

Among the South Asian countries, only 
Maldives boasts lower MPI of 0.007 than India 
(0.121). Nepal, Bangladesh, Pakistan, Bhutan 
and Afghanistan all boast higher incidences of 
multidimensional poverty. 

 

 

 

Individuals in a live-in relationship will once 
again be able to adopt children from and 
within India. 

The Child Adoption Regulatory Authority 
(CARA), in a circular issued on May 31, barred 
applicants in a live-in relationship from 
adopting a child. 

The decision was on the ground that the 
Authority would like the children to be placed 
only with a stable family and individuals in a 
live-in relationship cannot be considered as 
stable family. 

The eligibility criteria under Adoption 
Regulations, 2017, permit single women to 
adopt a child of any gender, while single men 
can adopt only boys. 
When a married couple seeks to adopt a child, 
it needs to give its consent for adoption and 
should be stable marriage for at least two 
years. 
Applicants have to be physically, mentally and 
financially stable to raise a child. 
Central Adoption Resource Authority: 
Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA) 
is a statutory autonomous body of Ministry of 
Women & Child Development, Government of 
India. 
It functions as the nodal body for the 
adoption of Indian children and is mandated 
to monitor and regulate in-country and inter-
country adoptions. 
 
 
 
 
 

“People are successful because they think and act like successful people.”  Roy T. Bennett 

INTERNATIONAL&BILATERAL 

LIVE-IN PARTNERS CAN ADOPT NOW: CARA 

MULTIDIMENSIONAL POVERTY INDEX 2018 

NATIONAL 



 

 
 
2 

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS        22 SEP 18 

Plot-1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRP Square, Bhubaneswar-751015 
Ph.: (0674) 6511101, 8093083555. Web: www.vanikias.com, E-mail: vaniksias@gmail.com 

 

The ISRO is setting up a third launch pad at 
Sriharikota to undertake the Gaganyaan  
manned space flight programme. 

In addition, ISRO is scouting for a location on 
the western sea coast near Gujarat to set up 
another launch pad for Small Satellite Launch 
Vehicles (SSLV). 

ISRO presently has two launch pads, which are 
already full. 

A third launch pad is being set up for the 
human space flight. 

ISRO will use its GSLV Mk-III launch vehicle, 
which can carry the heavier payload of the 
Gaganyaan, and this will take off from the new 
launch pad. 

In addition to the third launch pad at 
Sriharikota, ISRO is also scouting for a new 
location near Gujarat for the SSLV. 

ISRO is developing the SSLV to offer 
affordable launch options for smaller satellites 
through Antrix, the space agency’s 
commercial arm. 

ISRO currently piggybacks smaller satellites on 
the PSLV and GSLV along with bigger 
satellites. The SSLV is expected to reduce the 
launch time as well as cost less to launch small 
satellites, which are much in demand. 

 

 

Hayabusa2, a Japanese space probe has 
released a pair of exploring rovers towards an 
egg-shaped asteroid- the Ryugu asteroid, to 
collect mineral samples that may shed light on 
the origin of the solar system. 

 If the mission is successful, the rovers will 
conduct the world’s first moving, robotic 
observation of an asteroid surface. 

Taking advantage of the asteroid’s low 
gravity, they will jump around on the surface 
— soaring as high as 15 metres and staying in 
the air for as long as 15 minutes — to survey 
the asteroid’s physical features with cameras 
and sensors. 

Hayabusa 2 is an unmanned explorer. It was 
launched in 2014 aboard Japan’s main H-IIA 
rocket from Tanegashima Space Centre for its 
six-year mission to bring back mineral samples 
from the asteroid. 

 

 

RemoveDebris system has successfully 
completed its capture test. 
Back in June, the RemoveDEBRIS system was 
deployed from the International Space 
Station. On September 16th, the group began 
to proceed with in-space testing. 
Operating over 186 miles (30o km) above the 
Earth, the RemoveDEBRIS system set out to 
capture a tiny satellite known as a CubeSat. 
With a net shooting off at around 44 MPH (20 
meters per second) and a vision based 
navigation including cameras and LiDAR, the 
net was able to quickly capture the runaway 
CubeSat. 
RemoveDebris mission: 
RemoveDebris is an EU (European Union) 
research project to develop and fly a low cost 
in-orbit demonstrator mission that aims to de-
risk and verify technologies needed for future 
ADR (Active Debris Removal) missions. 

RemoveDebris is aimed at performing key 
ADR technology demonstrations (e.g., 
capture, deorbiting) representative of an 
operational scenario during a low-cost mission 
using novel key technologies for ADR. The 
project is based on and aimed at contributing 
to global/European ADR roadmaps. 

A microsatellite called here RemoveSAT, will 
release, capture and deorbit two space debris 
targets, called DebrisSats, in sequence using 
various rendezvous, capture and deorbiting 
technologies thus demonstrating in orbit, key 
ADR technologies for future missions in what 
promises to be the first ADR technology 
mission internationally. 

The rising population of space debris increases 
the potential danger to all space vehicles, but 
especially to the International Space Station 
(ISS), space shuttles, satellites and other 
spacecraft. 
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