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India rejected a proposal by the U.K. to use 
DNA sampling to establish the nationality of 
illegal migrants living there citing privacy 
issues. 

Although a MoU on return of illegal migrants 
was initiated after due approval of the Union 
Cabinet. 

As per the original MoU, security agencies in 
India were to verify the antecedents of illegal 
migrants without documents in the U.K. 
within 72 days and those with documents 
within 15 days. 

If no report was given within the stipulated 
time frame, the illegal migrant would be 
deported automatically. 

The U.K. authorities have earlier suggested 
that the nationality of document-less illegal 
migrants suspected to be Indians could be 
established by matching DNA samples of their 
family members living here. 

India raised objections as this was a breach of 
privacy and unethical. 

According to the British government’s 
estimates, there are around 1, 00,000 Indians 
overstaying their visa in the U.K. 

India has contested this and said that as per 
their estimate, the number will not be more 
than 2,000. 

In January, Union Cabinet approved the 
contents of a MoU on “return of illegal 
migrants” to be signed with U.K. 

The pact was expected to be signed during 
the visit of PM to London, but it was not 
included in the official list of business. 

As per the original MoU, the security agencies 
in India were to verify the antecedents of 
document less illegal migrants in the U.K 
within 72 days and those with documents 
within 15 days. 

 

 

India pulled out of the pact citing the time 
frame was not feasible. 

 

 

Pune tops Ease of Living index; Patna ranked 
lowest of 111 cities 

Three cities in Maharashtra — Pune, Navi 
Mumbai and Greater Mumbai — top the first 
Ease of Living Index brought out by the Union 
Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs. 

Pune tops while Patna ranked lowest of 111 
cities. 

The national capital, New Delhi, is ranked 65 
among 111 cities, while Chennai is in 14th place. 
Kolkata did not participate in the survey. 

The other cities in the top ten include Tirupati, 
Chandigarh, Thane, Raipur, Indore, Vijayawada 
and Bhopal. 

The three cities at the bottom of the rankings 
are Rampur, Kohima and Patna. 

The cities which were unable or unwilling to 
provide data received low scores. 

For example, New Delhi has a score of “zero” 
on indicators regarding inclusive housing and 
mixed land use and compactness, and a score 
of just 0.12 on the economy and employment. 

This does not mean that the capital actually 
performs so poorly on these indicators. 

Instead, it probably means that the authorities 
who govern the city simply failed to provide 
any data on those indicators. 

In some cases, it was a challenge to collect 
some of this information from data-starved 
urban local bodies. 

A city’s ranking reflects its ability to provide 
data, as well as its actual performance on four 
different parameters: 

o Institutions or governance 

o Social indicators 

o Economic indicators 

o Physical infrastructure 

“Believe in your infinite potential. Your only limitations are those you set upon yourself.”  
  

NATIONAL  

INDIA REJECTS U.K. PROPOSAL ON DNA TESTS FOR 
‘ILLEGAL MIGRANTS EASE OF LIVING INDEX 2018 
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The ranking marks a shift to a data-driven 
approach to urban planning and management 

The future editions of the Index may also 
incorporate citizen and stakeholder feedback 
rather than relying on government data alone. 

If cities are not able to provide data, their 
ability to plan and use their resources is 
questionable. 

Particular complications were seen in 
indicators such as health —where local 
governments did not have access to data from 
private hospitals. 

 

 

Union IT Minister released the ‘Vision 
Document’ for a digital North East by 2022 
that aims to enhance peoples’ lives by 
capacity building of government staff and 
doubling BPO (business process outsourcing) 
strength in the region 

The Vision Document aims to empower the 
people of the North Eastern region and state-
wise roadmaps have been developed for 
implementing digital initiatives. 

The document emphasises leveraging digital 
technologies to transform lives of people of 
the North East and enhance the ease of living 

A cloud hub for NE will be created in Guwahati 
and capacity building for 50,000 government 
staff will be taken up in using digital 
technologies, including Goods and Services 
Tax and payment platforms 

The number of seats planned for BPOs in the 
NE states will be doubled to 10,000 from 
5,000, while the network of common service 
centres will be expanded to cover all villages 

High-speed broadband connectivity in all the 
uncovered villages in the NE region shall be 
provided. 

Focus on 8 thrust areas: 

The document identifies eight digital thrust 
areas 

1. digital infrastructure 

2. digital services 

3. digital empowerment 

4. promotion of electronics manufacturing 

5. promotion of IT and IT-enabled services 
including BPOs 

6. digital payments 

7. innovation & startups, and 

8. cyber security 

9. North-East India – Security and 
Developmental Issues 

 

 

Union Science and Technology Ministry 
dedicated to the nation, the National Wildlife 
Genetic Resource Bank 

Genetic resources from 23 species of Indian 
wild animals have been collected and 
preserved. 

This facility would increase the collection of 
genetic resources from wildlife through 
collaboration with zoos in India 

This would facilitate the exchange of genetic 
material between Indian zoos for maintaining 
genetic diversity and conservation 
management made accessible to scientists 
and wildlife managers for implementing 
conservation programmes. 

LaCONES: 

The Laboratory for the Conservation of 
Endangered Species (LaCONES) is a dedicated 
laboratory of the CSIR-Centre for Cellular and 
Molecular Biology (CCMB), Hyderabad 

CCMB-LaCONES is the only laboratory in India 
that has developed methods for collection 
and cryopreservation of semen and oocytes 
from wildlife and successfully reproducing 
endangered blackbuck, spotted deer and 
Nicobar pigeons 

Wildlife Genetic Resource Banking (GRB) is the 
systematic collection and preservation of 
tissues, sperm, eggs and embryos, genetic 
material (DNA/RNA) 

It helps prevent the loss of valuable 
individuals to the gene pool. 

NATIONAL WILDLIFE GENETIC RESOURCE BANK 
DEDICATED TO NATION 

VISION DOCUMENT FOR DIGITAL NORTH-EAST 2022 
RELEASED 
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The Telangana Forest Department, Central 
Zoo Authority, Nehru Zoological Park and 
CCMB have joined hands to conduct the first-
ever planned reintroduction of the Indian 
spotted chevrotain (Moschiola indica), also 
known as Indian mouse deer. 

This follows more than seven years of 
conservation breeding of the elusive species 
at a dedicated facility in the premises of Nehru 
Zoological Park. 

This helped increase the captive mouse deer 
population to around 230 individuals till March 
this year. 

 

 

A committee headed by a retired judge of the 
Supreme Court will be formed to tackle the 
issue of children living with mother in prisons 

The order came after Supreme Court’s 
advocate submitted a report showing that 
there is lack of space of women inmates. 

He also pointed out that these jails were not 
modeled to house women inmates, especially 
those with minor children staying with them. 

The panel will focus on the following aspects: 

o The panel will study the problems of 
mothers and children living inside prisons. 

o The committee would also look into what 
reforms could be introduced within the 
prison walls. 

The court said that following measures should 
be taken for prison reforms: 

The Centre should issue a notification on the 
setting up of the committee, highlighting the 
importance of prison reforms and the 
fundamental right to life with dignity of the 
prisoners. 

Training manuals to be circulated to the 
Director-General of Prisons and Secretaries of 
Prison Department in each State government 
/UT. 

Criminals sentenced to imprisonment for six 
months or a year should be allocated social 
service duties rather than be sent to further 
choke the already overflowing prisons. 

 

 

“Development of North East Circuit: Imphal & 
Khongjom” implemented under the Swadesh 
Darshan Scheme of Ministry of Tourism was 
inaugurated 

It is the first project under the Swadesh 
Darshan Scheme being inaugurated in the 
country 

The project covers two sites i.e. Kangla Fort 
and Khongjom 

Kangla Fort is one of the most important 
historic and archaeological sites of Manipur 
located in the heart of the Imphal city 

Khongjom is the place where the last war of 
resistance of Anglo Manipur War of 1891 was 
fought 

Swadesh Darshan: 

India’s rich cultural, historical, religious and 
natural heritage provides a huge potential for 
development of tourism and job creation in 
the country 

This can be achieved only through an 
integrated approach by providing engaging 
experiences for distinct categories of tourists 
i.e. Domestic and International 

In due recognition to this the Government of 
India, Ministry of Tourism (MoT) launched the 
Swadesh Darshan Scheme (Central Sector 
Scheme) for integrated development of 
theme-based tourist circuits in the country in 
2014-15 

Various themes which are unique and specific 
to the area can include beaches, culture, 
heritage, wildlife etc. 

Such theme based tourist circuits are 
developed in a manner that supports 
communities, provides employment and 
fosters social integration without comprising 
upon the environmental concerns and 
provides unique experiences to the tourists 

This scheme is envisioned to synergise with 
other Government of India schemes like 
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, Skill India, Make in 
India etc. with the idea of positioning the 

CHILDREN LIVING IN JAILS WORRIES SC 

FIRST PROJECT UNDER SWADESH DARSHAN SCHEME 
THE ‘NORTH EAST CIRCUIT TO BE INAUGURATED 
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tourism sector as a major engine for job 
creation and economic growth. 

 

 

Recently, RBI Governor Urjit Patel warned that 
the global trade war could escalate into a 
currency war. 

Trade wars erupt when countries impose tit-
for-tat tariffs on imported goods, to protect 
domestic manufacturers. 

Currency wars: 

Currency wars are triggered when nations 
either allow their currencies to weaken 
appreciably or devalue them to gain a 
competitive advantage over trade rivals. 

If other countries react by devaluing their 
respective currencies to retain 
competitiveness, this could lead to instability 
in markets. 

Devaluation: 

Devaluation is a policy tool to reduce the value 
of a currency, relative to other currencies, in a 
fixed exchange rate. 

 It is used to set the relative prices of domestic 
and international goods and services at a new 
footing. 

 Devaluation is different from depreciation, 
which is a decrease in the currency’s value due 
to market forces of demand and supply when 
the exchange rate of the currency is floating. 

Governments may resort to devaluation for 
any one of three major reasons: 

To boost exports: 

The lowered value of the domestic currency 
will make it less expensive for foreign buyers 
to obtain the local currency to buy locally 
produced goods or services. 

More goods and services would be sold 
abroad, helping domestic businesses reliant 
on export markets such as software services 
companies, pharma firms and seafood 
exporters. 

 

 

To shrink a trade deficit: 

Devaluation while making exports more 
competitive also makes imports more 
expensive and hence less affordable. 

This helps reduce the volume of non-essential 
imports thus helping to narrow the trade gap. 

To reduce the debt servicing burden: nations 
with significant sovereign debt sold 
domestically may find it advantageous to let 
the currency weaken as it helps lower the 
notional cost of debt servicing. 

Rupee devaluation: 

In 1966, hit by drought after two major wars 
(with China and Pakistan), India devalued the 
rupee by 36.5%. 

Again, in 1991, a Balance of Payments crisis 
exacerbated by the sharp spike in oil prices in 
the wake of the Gulf War spurred India to 
devalue the rupee in “a two-step downward 
adjustment of 18-19%.” 

*** 
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