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Work related to the Central Road and 
Infrastructure Fund (CRIF) has been taken 
away from the Ministry of Road Transport and 
Highways and brought under the domain of 
the Finance Ministry 

It will now be under the Department of 
Economic Affairs (DEA), Finance Ministry 

Budget 2018 amended the Central Road Fund 
Act, 2000, and renamed the Central Road 
Fund the Central Road and Infrastructure 
Fund 

The objective of the amendment was to use 
proceeds of the road cess under CRIF to 
finance other infrastructure projects such as 
waterways, some portion of the railway 
infrastructure and even social infrastructure, 
including education institutions and medical 
colleges 

The government recently constituted a 
ministerial panel headed by the Finance 
Minister to decide on fund allocation for 
infrastructure projects from the CRIF 

The four-member committee would approve 
recommendations made by the sub-
committee headed by the Economic Affairs 
Secretary on the list of infrastructure projects 
to be financed from the CIRF 

Other members of the committee include the 
Ministers of Road Transport and Highways, 
Railways and Human Resource Development. 

 

 

The Centre has drawn up plan to explore the 
deep recesses of the ocean. 

The Union Earth Science Ministryhas tasked 
with coordinating the exercise. 

The Ministry has also unveiled a blueprint of 
the ‘Deep Ocean Mission (DOM). 

 

 

The mission proposes to explore the deep 
ocean similar to the space exploration started 
by ISRO. 

An offshore desalination plant will help in 
achieving these goals by developing a 
submersible vehicle that can go to a depth of 
atleast 6,000 metres with three people on 
board. 

The UN International Sea Bed Authority has 
allotted a site of 75,000 square kilometers in 
the Central Indian Ocean Basin (CIOB) for 
exploitation of polymetallic nodules (PMN). 

These are rocks scattered on the seabed 
containing iron, manganese, nickel, and 
cobalt. 

It is estimated that 380 million metric tonnes 
of polymetallic nodules are available at the 
bottom of seas in the Central Indian Ocean. 

India’s Exclusive Economic Zone spreads over 
2.2 million square kilometers and in the deep 
sea, lies “unexplored and utilized.” 

The focus will be on technologies for deep-sea 
mining, underwater vehicles, and underwater 
robotics and ocean climate change advisory 
services, among other aspect. 

UN International Sea Bed Authority: 

The International Seabed Authority (ISA) is an 
intergovernmental body that was established 
to organize, regulate and control all mineral-
related activities in the international seabed 
area beyond the limits of national jurisdiction, 
an area underlying most of the world’s 
oceans. 

It is an organization established by the Law of 
the Sea Convention. 

It is based in Kingston, Jamaica. 

Currently, the Authority has 167 members and 
the European Union, composed of all parties 
to the Law of the Sea Convention. 

The Authority operates by contracting with 
private and public corporations and other 
entities authorizing them to explore, and 
eventually exploit, specified areas on the deep 
seabed for mineral resources essential for 
building most technological products. 

“Do more listening than talking; talk more about them than about you.”  Roy T. Bennett 

NATIONAL  

CENTRAL ROAD AND INFRASTRUCTURE FUND (CRIF) 
IN FIN MIN DOMAIN: GOVT 

GOVT. PLANS ‘ISRO-LIKE’ OCEAN MISSION 
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The Lok Sabha has passed the Criminal Law 
(Amendment) Bill, 2018, that provides for the 
death sentence for raping a girl less than 12 
years and enhances the minimum punishment 
for rape of a woman from seven to 10 years. 

It amends the IPC, CrPC, Indian Evidence Act 
and Protection of Children from Sexual 
Offences Act. 

Provisions in the bill 

The minimum punishment for the rape of a girl 
under 12 will be 20 years of rigorous 
imprisonment, the maximum being the death 
sentence or life imprisonment. 

For gang-rape of a girl below 12, the 
punishment will be life imprisonment or 
death. 

The minimum punishment for rape of a girl 
under 16 will be 20 years of rigorous 
imprisonment, extendable to life 
imprisonment. 

In the case of gang-rape of a girl below 16, the 
punishment will be life imprisonment. 

The minimum punishment under the Bill for 
the rape of a woman over 16 is 10 years, 
extendable to life (under Section 376, IPC). 

The Bill also provides for investigation of rape 
cases within two months from the registration 
of an FIR. 

There was no longer any provision for 
anticipatory bail in the case of rape of a girl 
below 16. 

The government would set up fast track, 
special courts for rape cases. 

The “character” of the victim would not be 
relevant to the question of consent. 

No lawyer will be allowed to examine the 
“character” or past episodes of the victim. 

 

 

In a major step towards boosting private 
sector participation in domestic defence 
manufacturing, the Defence Acquisition 

Council (DAC) approved the implementation 
of Strategic Partnership guidelines. 

SP model aims to revitalize defence industrial 
ecosystem and progressively build indigenous 
capabilities in the private sector to design, 
develop and manufacture complex weapon 
system for future needs of armed forces. 

The guidelines lay emphasis on incentivisation 
of transfer of niche technology and higher 
indigenous content. 

All procurements under the SP model would 
be executed by specially constituted 
Empowered Project Committees to provide 
focused attention and ensure timely 
execution. 

The SP model has four segments viz. 
submarines, single-engine fighter aircraft, 
helicopters and armoured carriers/main battle 
tanks which would be specifically opened up 
for the private sector. 

Under this policy, one Indian private company 
would be selected in each segment which 
would tie-up with shortlisted global 
equipment manufacturers to manufacture the 
platforms in India under technology transfer. 

The DAC also approved platform-specific 
guidelines for procurement of Naval Utility 
helicopters 

In another decision, the DAC gave approval for 
the acquisition of eight Fast Patrol Vessels 
(FPV) for the Coast Guard at an approximate 
cost of Rs.800 crore 

These would be indigenously designed and 
manufactured. 

 

 

A national regulator for e-commerce 
provisioning mandatory data localization and 
tax sops for data centers is a part of an 
upcoming legislation governing all aspects of 
electronic commerce in the country. 

The regulator will ensure consumer protection 
and compliance with foreign investment caps 
in e-commerce. 

This is in response to a proposal for 
multilateral discipline in e-commerce at the 

LS PASSES BILL ON RAPE OF GIRLS 

LEG-UP FOR PRIVATE SECTOR PARTICIPATION IN 
DEFENCE EQUIPMENT MANUFACTURING 

GOVT PLANNING FOR NATIONAL E-COMMERCE 
REGULATOR 
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WTO as various government departments 
have contradictory views on the matter. 

The national policy framework in this regard 
has been prepared by a task force headed by 
commerce secretary Rita Teaotia. 

Storing user data in a data centre on the 
Internet that is physically situated in the same 
country where the data originated is called 
data localization. 

While the draft e-commerce policy has 
strongly recommended data localization, it 
has suggested a two-year sunset period for 
the industry to adjust before localization rules 
become mandatory. 

It has also suggested direct and indirect tax 
incentives as well as according infrastructure 
status to data centers to encourage domestic 
data storage. 

The move will help private sector companies 
comply with the norms laid down by the 
Srikrishna committee on data localization. 

Promoting MSMEs 

To encourage micro, small and medium 
enterprises, the draft policy recommends 
allowing them to follow inventory-based e-
commerce models for selling locally produced 
goods through an online platform. 

Such companies may also be allowed up to 
49% foreign investment. 

Currently, e-commerce platforms are allowed 
only to follow marketplace model where 100% 
FDI is allowed. 

However, the government has so far not 
permitted any FDI in inventory-based models.  

Curbing competition-distorting mergers 

The draft policy recommends that the 
Competition Commission of India consider 
suitably amending the thresholds so that 
competition-distorting mergers and 
acquisitions below the existing threshold also 
get mandatorily examined by it in case of e-
commerce entities. 

For such entities, thresholds based on other 
variables (such as access to data) which are 
more relevant in this area, would be 

considered. 

 

Simplified GST Procedures 

The task force has also recommended that the 
GST procedures for e-commerce be simplified 
by allowing centralized registration instead of 
local registration. 

The relevant GST provisions would be 
modified in order to create a level playing field 
between online and offline delivery of goods 
and services for the purpose of GST. 

Currently, MSMEs with revenue of less than 
Rs.20 lakh a year are not subject to GST if they 
sale offline whereas they have to pay GST if 
they sell goods on online platforms. 

 

 

Under the PRASHAD Scheme, 26 religious 
cities/sites in 19 States have been identified for 
development which inter-alia includes: 

Amaravati and Srisailam (Andhra Pradesh), 
Kamakhya (Assam), Patna and Gaya (Bihar), 
Dwarka and Somnath (Gujarat), Gurudwara 
Nada Saheb (Haryana), Hazratbal and Katra 
(Jammu & Kashmir), Deogarh (Jharkhand), 
Chamundeshwari Devi (Karnataka), 
Guruvayoor (Kerala), Una (Himachal Pradesh), 
Omkareshwar (Madhya Pradesh), 
Trimbakeshwar (Maharashtra), Puri (Odisha), 
Amritsar (Punjab), Ajmer (Rajasthan), 
Kanchipuram and Vellankani (Tamil Nadu), 
Varanasi and Mathura (Uttar Pradesh), 
Badrinath and Kedarnath (Uttarakhand) and 
Belur (West Bengal). 

26 RELIGIOUS CITIES/SITES IN 19 STATES HAVE BEEN 
IDENTIFIED UNDER PRASHAD SCHEME 
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PRASHAD Scheme: 

PRASHAD means Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and 
Spiritual Heritage Augmentation Drive 

A 100% Centrally Sponsored Scheme under 
Tourism Ministry 

Provisions under the scheme include 

o Tourism Promotion and Tourist Ecosystem 

o Vocational Training for Tourists and 
Hospitality Business 

o Hunar se Rozgar tak (HSRT) and earn 
while you learn programs 

o Improving Tourist Infrastructure 

o Provisions regarding Tourist Infrastructure 
in PRASAD 

o ATM, foreign currency exchange counters 

o Rail, road water transport 

o Green energy streetlights 

o Water adventure sports 

o First-aid centers, Wi-Fi hotspots, Parking 
facilities 

o Green landscaping, water fountains, 
walkways, furniture etc. 

o Removing encroachments 

 

 

Manipur People’s Protection Bill, 2018, passed 
by the state assembly recently, has been 
welcomed with protests across various 
districts in the state. 

The Manipur People’s Protection Bill, 2018 
seeks to regulate the entry and exit of 
“outsiders” on the lines of the British-era 
inner-line permit system prevalent in three 
other north-eastern states — Arunachal 
Pradesh, Mizoram and Nagaland. 

The bill sets 1951 as the base year to identify 
locals and prevent an influx of outsiders. 

According to the bill, Manipur people include 
Meitis, the Pangal Muslims, scheduled tribes 
as listed under the Constitution in terms of 
Manipur and all those citizens of India who 
have been living in Manipur before 1951. 

The rest have been put in the category of non-
Manipuris and will have to register themselves 
within one month of the notification of the 
law. They will be issued a pass extendable up 
to six months. While those who have trade 
licences can get a pass extendable up to five 
years, which will have to be renewed every 
year. Any outsider visiting Manipur would 
need a pass. 

If approved by the Governor and made an Act, 
people who came to Manipur after 1951 would 
be viewed as ‘foreigners’ and would have no 
voting or land rights. 

The influx of foreign tourists has increased 
exponentially in Manipur, thus creating a 
demographic imbalance in the region. If this 
was not enough, illegal immigration from 
Bangladesh, Nepal and Myanmar has also 
contributed to the crisis. This has created fear 
among the locals over employment and 
availability of resources. 

At a time where there already exists stiff 
competition between the locals and outsiders 
over jobs, the outsiders mostly settle for low 
paid work. Hence, locals feel ILP fails to 
safeguard the interests of the indigenous 
people. 

INNER LINE PERMIT: 

The Inner Line Permit (ILP) is an official travel 
document issued by the Government of India 
to grant inward travel of an Indian citizen into 
a protected area for a limited period. It is 
obligatory for Indians residing outside those 
states to obtain permission prior to entering 
the protected areas. 

Currently, the Inner Line Permit is operational 
in Arunachal Pradesh, Mizoram and Nagaland. 
The document has been issued under the 
Bengal Eastern Frontier Regulation, 1873 and 
the conditions and restrictions vary from state 
to state. 

It can be issued for travel purposes solely. 
Visitors are not allowed to purchase property 
in these regions. However, there might be a 
different set of rules for long term visitors, 
though they are not valid for central 
government employees and security forces. 

*** 

MANIPUR PEOPLE’S PROTECTION BILL 


