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Always Say Less Than Necessary

INTERNATIONAL AND BILATERAL

US MILITARY HAS RENAMED ITS PACIFIC COMMAND
TO US-INDO PACIFIC COMMAND

The US military has renamed its Pacific
Command to US-Indo Pacific Command,
underlining the growing connectivity between
India and Pacific Oceans. The symbolic move
came in recognition of the growing
importance of the Indian Ocean in US
strategic thinking.

The renaming reflects the existing geographic
coverage of the command and the
acknowledgment of the increasing
connectedness between the two oceans —
Pacific and India —, but also, more broadly,
the process of India’s re-entry into the US
government’s “Asia” orbit.”

Formerly known as United States Pacific
Command, it is a unified combatant command
of the United States Armed Forces
responsible for the Indo-Asia-Pacific region. It
is the oldest and largest of the unified
combatant commands.

Its commander, the senior U.S. military officer
in the Pacific, is responsible for military
operations in an area which encompasses
more than 100 million square miles, or roughly
52% of the Earth’s surface, stretching from the
waters off the west coast of the United States
to the west coast of India, and from the Arctic
to the Antarctic.

U.S. Indo-Pacific Command is critical for “a
region open to investment and free, fair and
reciprocal trade, not bound by any nation’s
predatory economics or threat of coercion, for
the Indo-Pacific has many belts and many
roads.”

Also, renaming the combatant command is
strategically significant, in that it reflects a
recognition within the U.S. government that
East Asia and the Indian Ocean Region are
gradually becoming a single competitive
space. It’s also shrewd marketing — a way of
reaffirming to New Delhi and to the rest of the
world that India is, and ought to be, an
indispensable pole of the future Asian order.

The US move comes in the wake of a series of
measures by China that have raised tensions in
the South China Sea. China claims almost all of
the South China Sea. Vietnam, Philippines,
Malaysia, Brunei and Taiwan have counter
claims over the area. The US also rejects
China’s claims of ownership of the area.

NATIONAL

NATIONAL CONSUMER DISPUTES REDRESSAL
COMMISSION (NCDRC)

Former Supreme Court judge Justice R K
Agrawal has been appointed the President of
the National Consumer Disputes Redressal
Commission (NCDRC).

NCDRC:

The National Consumer Disputes Redressal
Commission (NCDRC), India is a quasi-judicial
commission in India which was set up in 1988
under the Consumer Protection Act of 1986.
The commission is headed by a sitting or
retired judge of the Supreme Court of India.

Section 21 of Consumer Protection Act, 1986
posits that the National Consumer shall have
jurisdiction to entertain a complaint valued
more than one crore and also have Appellate
and Revisional jurisdiction from the orders of
State Commissions or the District fora as the
case may be.

Section 23 of Consumer Protection Act, 1986,
provides that any person aggrieved by an
order of NCDRC, may prefer an Appeal against
such order to Supreme Court of India within a
period of 30 days.

PRAAPTI APP

In a bid to rein in errant distribution
companies (discoms) that delay payments to
power generation companies, the Power
Ministry has launched the Praapti web portal,
that aims at bringing transparency in power
sector of India.

PRAAPTI:

PRAAPTI, Payment Ratification and Analysis in
Power procurement for bringing Transparency
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in Invoicing of generators, will contain all
details related to payments.

The app will enable citizens to monitor the
payments that are being made to power
generation companies. The app will also allow
its users to know the details related to the
payments made by the discoms to the power
generation company and when it was made.

PRAAPTI will also enable the consumers to
know the performance of their discoms in
terms of payments that are being made to the
generation companies. Later, the
performance of the discoms will be ratified on
the basis of payments that were made.

MISSION RAFTAAR

The Indian Railways conducted a one-day
workshop ‘Mission Raftaar’ in which officials
discussed ways to increase the average speed
of freight and passenger trains. Issues such as
“punctuality, rolling  stock, removing
bottlenecks in terms of traffic, elimination of
unmanned level crossings were discussed” at
the workshop.

‘Mission Raftaar’ aims at doubling the average
speed of freight trains and increasing the
average speed of coaching trains by 25 kmph
over a five-year period.

The average speed of freight trains is 24 kmph
and that of passenger trains, excluding
suburban trains, is 44 kmph. Increasing the
average speed of trains is considered essential
for reducing travel time for passengers, transit
time for cargo, operational cost, and
improving revenues and the railway’s market
share.

NGT STAYS CONSRUCTION OF ROAD THROUGH
CORBETT

A plea seeking a stay on the construction of a
link road linking Kotdwar to Ramnagar
through the Corbett Tiger Reserve has led the
National Green Tribunal to seek responses
from the Uttarakhand government and the
Centre.

The petition alleges that the construction of
the road through the park was in violation of
previous Supreme Court orders that

prohibited the construction of any road
through the Corbett Tiger Reserve.

Corbett National Park is situated in the
foothills of the Sub- Himalayan belt in Nainital
districts of Uttarakhand state in India.
Established in the year 1936 as Hailey National
Park, Corbett has the glory of being India’s
oldest and most prestigious National Park. It is
also being honored as the place where Project
Tiger was first launched in 1973. This unique
tiger territory is best known as the father who
gave birth of the Project Tiger in India to
protect the most endangered species and the
Royal of India called Tigers.

Corbett National Park covers an area of 521 sq.
km and together with the neighboring
Sonanadi Wildlife Sanctuary and Reserve
Forest areas, forms the Corbett Tiger Reserve.

Corbett is one of the richest bird regions of
the Country and has been declared as an
‘Important Bird Area’ (IBA) by Birdlife
International.

Gl TAG FOR RURAL CRAFTS

The Chau mask of Purulia, the wooden mask
of Kushmandi, the Patachitra, the Dokras of
Bengal, and Madhurkathi (a kind of mat) have
been presented with the Geographical
Indication (GI) tag by the Geographical
Indication Registry and Intellectual Property
India.

Gl tags for these five rural crafts would not
only help the artisans create their own brand
but would also provide legal protection to
artisans practising the crafts against attempts
to duplicate them in other regions. It will also
have a direct impact on the occupation of
5,000-6,000 families in the State.

Typically, such a name conveys an assurance
of quality and distinctiveness, which is
essentially attributable to the place of its
origin.

Once the Gl protection is granted, no other
producer can misuse the name to market
similar products. It also provides comfort to
customers about the authenticity of that
product.
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