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India and the UK will build on the 
recommendations of a joint trade review to 
reduce barriers. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi pledged that 
there would be no dilution in the importance 
of the UK to India post-Brexit. 

The two sides signed a statement of shared 
values, emphasising support for a “global 
outlook and commitment to rules based 
international system”. 

As part of the bilateral agreement, Indian 
firms will make investments of about £1 billion 
in UK. 

Britain and India agreed to forge a new India-
UK Trade Partnership, building on the trade 
review carried out over the past year, 
focussing on life sciences, IT, food and drink. A 
UK-India Tech Partnership, and research 
partnership was also agreed upon. 

 “We share a global outlook and commitment 
to a rules-based international system that 
strongly opposes unilateral actions that seek 
to undermine that system through force or 
coercion,” said the joint statement from the 
Prime Ministers. 

It also pledged to work with other countries in 
the Commonwealth on issues ranging from 
cybersecurity to plastic pollution and climate 
change. 

The visit is the third bilateral between the two 
Prime Ministers since 2015, as Britain has 
sought to emphasise the potential for growth 
in trade with non-EU partners once Britain 
leaves the EU. 

 

 

 

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs 
gave its approval for restructured Centrally 

Sponsored Scheme of Rashtriya Gram Swaraj 
Abhiyan (RGSA).    

 

 (i)     This scheme will extend to all States and 
UTs of the Country and will also include 
institutions of rural local government in non-
Part IX areas, where Panchayats do not exist. 

(ii)     The scheme will have both    Central 
Component - National Level activities 
including "National Plan of Technical 
Assistance", "Mission Mode project on e-
Panchayat", "Incentivization of Panchayats" 
and State component - Capacity Building of 
Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs). 

(iii)    The Central Component will be fully 
funded by the Government of India. However, 
Centre:State funding pattern for State 
Component will be 60:40 for all States, except 
North East and Hill States where Centre:State 
funding pattern will be 90:10.  For all Union 
Territories (UTs) (with and without 
legislatures), the Central share will be 100%. 

(iv) The implementation and monitoring of the 
activities of the scheme will broadly be aligned 
for achieving the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) with main thrust on Panchayats 
identified under Mission Antyodaya and 115 
Aspirational districts as identified by NITI 
Aayog. 

(v) The Scheme will converge capacity 
building initiatives of other Ministries with 
particular focus on those Ministries which will 
be impacted substantially by this Scheme. 

This scheme will extend to all States and UTs 
of the country and will also include institutions 
of rural local government in non-Part IX areas, 
where Panchayats do not exist. 

Impact: 

The key principles of SDGs, i.e. leaving no one 
behind, reaching the farthest first and 
universal coverage, along with gender 
equality will be embedded in the design of all 
capacity building interventions including 
trainings, training modules and materials. 
Priority will be given to subjects of national 
importance that affects the excluded groups 
the most, e.g. poverty, primary health 

“Courage is feeling fear, not getting rid of fear, and taking action in the face of fear.”  

 Roy T. Bennett 

INTERNATIONAL &BILATERAL 

CABINET APPROVES THE RESTRUCTURED SCHEME OF 

RASHTRIYA GRAM SWARAJ ABHIYAN 
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services, nutrition, immunization, sanitation, 
education, water conservation, digital 
transactions etc. 

The scheme is designed keeping in view 
programmatic convergence with Mission 
Antyodaya GPs and 115 Aspirational districts as 
identified by NITI Aayog. As Panchayats have 
representation of Schedule Castes, Schedule 
Tribes and women, and are institutions closest 
to the grass-roots, strengthening Panchayats 
will promote equity and inclusiveness, along 
with Social Justice and economic 
development of the community. 

Increased use of e-governance by PRIs will 
help achieve improved service delivery and 
transparency. The scheme will strengthen 
Gram Sabhas to function as effective 
institutions with social inclusion of citizens 
particularly the vulnerable groups. It will 
establish the institutional structure for 
capacity building of PRIs at the national, state 
and district level with adequate human 
resources and infrastructure. Panchayats will 
progressively be strengthened through 
incentivisation on the basis of nationally 
important criteria which will encourage 
competitive spirit among them. 

Implementation strategy and targets: 

The Central Government and the State 
Governments will take action for performing 
and completing the activities approved for 
their respective roles. The State Government 
will formulate their Annual Action Plans for 
seeking assistance from the Central 
Government as per their priorities and 
requirement. The scheme will be implemented 
in a demand driven mode. 

Background: 

The Finance Minister, in his budget speech for 
2016-17, announced the launch of new 
restructured scheme of Rashtriya Gram Swaraj 
Abhiyan (RGSA), for developing governance 
capabilities of Panchayati Raj Institutions 
(PRIs) to deliver on the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs).  

In his Budget Speech for 2017-18, the Finance 
Minister announced to undertake a Mission 
Antyodaya to bring one crore households out 

of poverty to make 50,000 Gram Panchayats 
poverty free. Accordingly, convergent action 
with Mission Antyodaya has been integrated 
into this scheme. 

 

 

The Contempt of Courts Act of 1971 is one of 
the most powerful statutes in the country. 

It gives the constitutional courts wide powers 
to restrict an individual’s fundamental right to 
personal liberty for “scandalising the court” or 
for “willful disobedience” of any judgment, 
writ, direction or order. 

The offence of “scandalising the court” 
continues in India even though it was 
abolished as an offence in Britain. 

Deleting the provision relating to ‘criminal 
contempt’ inter alia ‘scandalising of courts’ 
will have no impact on the power of the 
Superior Courts to punish for contempt 
(including criminal contempt) in view of their 
inherent constitutional powers, as these 
powers are independent of statutory 
provisions. 

The report stated that there is no point 
“tinkering” with the 1971 Act. The statute only 
lays down the procedure in contempt cases. 

The powers of contempt of the Supreme 
Court and High Courts are independent of the 
Act 1971. 

The contempt powers of the higher courts are 
drawn from the Constitution itself. 

Article 142(2) enables the Supreme Court to 
investigate and punish any person for its 
contempt. 

It empowers the High Court to act if someone 
is in contempt of the subordinate courts. 

Diluting the Act would expose the subordinate 
judiciary to acts of contempt of court. 

Law Commission of India: 

It is an executive body established by an order 
of the Government of India. First law 
commission of independent India was 
established post the Independence in 1955. 

REVIEWING THE CONTEMPT OF COURTS ACT 
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Composition: Chairman, 1 Permanent Member, 
1 Member Secretary, 2 Part-time Members, 2 
ex-officio members. (21 st Law Commission 
Chairman: Justice BN Chauhan). 

Tenure: 3 Years 

Function: Advisory body to the Ministry of 
Law and Justice for “Legal Reforms in India” 

Recommendations: NOT binding 

First Law Commission was established during 
the British Raj in 1834 by the Charter Act of 
1833. 

 

 

The Supreme Court has observed that Public 
Interest Litigations (PILs) have been brazenly 
misused by people with political agenda and 
they pose a grave danger to the entire judicial 
process. 

It is a travesty of justice for the resources of 
the legal system to be consumed by an 
avalanche of misdirected petitions 
purportedly filed in public interest that are 
found to promote a personal, business or 
political agenda. This has spawned an industry 
of vested interests in litigation. 

Frivolous or motivated petitions detract the 
time and attention that courts must devote to 
genuine causes. Besides, such petitions pose a 
grave danger to the credibility of the judicial 
process. 

Also, PILs have been used to seek publicity, 
instituted at the behest of business or political 
rivals to settle scores behind the facade of 
public interest. 

‘Public Interest Litigation’ denotes a legal 
action initiated in a court of law for the 
enforcement of public interest where the 
rights of an individual or a group have been 
affected. 

 

In Public Interest Litigation (PIL) vigilant 
citizens of the country can find an inexpensive 
legal remedy because there is only a nominal 
fixed court fee involved in this. 

Further, through the so-called PIL, the litigants 
can focus attention on and achieve results 
pertaining to larger public issues, especially in 
the fields of human rights, consumer welfare 
and environment. 

CONS: 

The genuine causes and cases of public 
interest have in fact receded to the 
background and irresponsible PIL activists all 
over the country have started to play a major 
but not a constructive role in the arena of 
litigation. Of late, many of the PIL activists in 
the country have found the PIL as a handy tool 
of harassment since frivolous cases could be 
filed without investment of heavy court fees 
as required in private civil litigation and deals 
could then be negotiated with the victims of 
stay orders obtained in the so-called PILs. 

The flexibility of procedure that is a character 
of PIL has given rise to another set of 
problems. It gives an opportunity to opposite 
parties to ascertain the precise allegation and 
respond specific issues. 

The credibility of PIL process is now adversely 
affected by the criticism that the judiciary is 
overstepping the boundaries of its jurisdiction 
and that it is unable to supervise the effective 
implementation of its orders. 

It has also been increasingly felt that PIL is 
being misused by the people agitating for 
private grievance in the grab of public interest 
and seeking publicity rather than espousing 
public cause. 

PIL now does require a complete rethink and 
restructuring. Anyway, overuse and abuse of 
PIL can only make it stale and ineffective. 
Since it is an extraordinary remedy available at 
a cheaper cost to all citizens of the country, it 
ought not to be used by all litigants as a 
substitute for ordinary ones or as a means to 
file frivolous complaints. It is, indeed, time 
that the PIL was reclaimed for its original 
constituents by limiting it to matters 
concerning the protection of fundamental 
rights of the disadvantaged and 
underprivileged. This would help restore the 
legitimacy and efficacy not only of the PIL as a 
means of providing access to justice to the 

SUPREME COURT OBSERVED MISUSE OF PUBLIC 

INTEREST LITIGATIONS (PILS)  
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poorest of the poor, but also of the judiciary 
as an institution. 

 

 

The Centre has set up a Defence Planning 
Committee (DPC) chaired by National Security 
Advisor (NSA) to facilitate “comprehensive” 
planning for the defence forces besides 
focusing on military doctrines to deal with 
emerging security challenges. 

DPC: 

The DPC will be a permanent body chaired by 
the National Security Advisor. 

The committee will comprise: 

� National Security Advisor (NSA). 

� Foreign secretary. 

� Chairman of chiefs of staff committee. 

� The Army, Navy and Air Force chiefs. 

� Secretary (expenditure) in the Finance 
Ministry. 

The chairman of the DPC can co-opt experts 
into it depending on requirement. 

Functions of the committee: 

Prepare drafts of national security strategy 
and doctrines, international defence 
engagement strategy and roadmap to build 
defence manufacturing ecosystem. 

Work on strategy to boost defence exports, 
and prioritized capability development plans 
for the armed forces. 

Analyze and evaluate all relevant inputs 
relating to defence planning and foreign 
policy imperatives besides focusing on 
defence acquisition and infrastructure 
development plans including the 15-year-long 
integrated perspective plan. 

Work on development of Indian defence 
industry and technology advancements. 

PROs: 

Because the Prime Minister’s Office, the 
defence ministry, the finance ministry and the 
three services are part of the same 

committee, decisions on military purchases 
could now happen much faster. 

The DPC would submit its draft reports to the 
Defence Minister according to “given 
timelines” following which further approvals 
will be obtained as required. 

While India does have a defence planning 
architecture in place, this is the first time it is 
creating a body that will factor in everything 
from foreign policy imperatives to operational 
directives and long-term defence equipment 
acquisition and infrastructure development 
plans to technological developments in other 
parts of the world while coming up with a 
plan. 

The move, which is a significant change in 
India’s defence strategy architecture, comes 
as the country faces several potential threats 
in a highly militarized neighbourhood; is trying 
to balance budgetary constraints with its need 
for arms; and is working on increasing its own 
expertise in manufacturing and exporting 
defence equipment. Until now, defence 
planning has been synonymous with hardware 
acquisition. 

 

*** 

CENTRE SET UP DEFENCE PLANNING COMMITTEE 

(DPC) UNDER NSA 


