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Medical Council of India (MCI) proposal to 
amend the Screening Test Regulations 2002 
has been approved by Health Ministry. It is 
now mandatory to qualify NEET to pursue 
foreign medical course. 

A common National Entrance Exam viz. 
National Eligibility cum Entrance Test has been 
made mandatory for admission to all medical 
courses in the country. Indian students can 
also pursue medical education abroad and 
have to qualify a Screening Test called Foreign 
Medical Graduates Exam (FMGE), for 
registration to practice in India after obtaining 
primary medical qualification (MBBS) 
overseas. However, few medical institutions / 
Universities of foreign countries admit Indian 
students without proper assessment or 
screening of the students’ academic ability to 
cope up with medical education with the 
result that many students fail to qualify the 
Screening Test. In this regard, Medical Council 
of India (MCI) had proposed to amend the 
Screening Test Regulations, 2002, making it 
mandatory to qualify NEET to pursue foreign 
medical course. 

MCI: 

The Medical Council of India was first 
established in 1934 under the Indian Medical 
Council Act, 1933.  

o Maintenance of standards in medical 
education through curriculum guidelines, 
inspections and permissions to start 
colleges, courses or increasing number of 
seats. 

o Recognition of medical qualifications. 

o Registration of doctors and maintenance 
of the All India Medical Register. 

o Regulation of the medical profession by 
prescribing a code of conduct and taking 
action against erring doctors. 

 Like a license permit raj controller, MCI has 
for long focused too much on licensing of 
medical colleges and stipulating impractical  

 

conditions, while ignoring its other mandate 
of maintaining ethical conduct in the 
profession. It has failed to stop the sale of 
medical seats in private colleges for capitation 
fees going up to Rs.50 lakh. 

Over the years, it has emerged as a single, all-
powerful agency heavily influenced by 
corporate hospitals to provide accreditation 
to institutions and assess their quality, 
ignoring blatant conflicts of interest. 

 

 

Rajasthan government has announced one-
time farm loan waiver of up to Rs50, 000 for 
small and marginal farmers in the state, which 
would cost Rs8, 000 crore to the exchequer. 
The government has also announced setting 
up a farmer loan relief commission where 
farmers can approach and present their side 
for getting relief on merit basis. 

In India, farm loan waivers have been 
announced intermittently by both the central 
and state governments to provide relief to 
farmers facing distress due to natural 
calamities/crop failure. According to a 2017 
report by the RBI, farm loan waiver amounting 
to Rs 88,000 crore are likely to be released in 
2017-18 by seven states, including Uttar 
Pradesh and Maharashtra, may push inflation 
on permanent basis by 0.2%. 

Drawbacks of loan waivers: 

Firstly, it covers only a tiny fraction of farmers. 
The loan waiver as a concept excludes most of 
the farm households in dire need of relief and 
includes some who do not deserve such relief 
on economic grounds. 

Second, it provides only a partial relief to the 
indebted farmers as about half of the 
institutional borrowing of a cultivator is for 
non-farm purposes. 

Third, in many cases, one household has 
multiple loans either from different sources or 
in the name of different family members, 
which entitles it to multiple loan waiving. 

Fourth, loan waiving excludes agricultural 
labourers who are even weaker than 

“It’s not how we fall. It’s how we get back up again.” Patrick Ness 
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cultivators in bearing the consequences of 
economic distress. 

Fifth, it severely erodes the credit culture, 
with dire long-run consequences to the 
banking business. 

Sixth, the scheme is prone to serious 
exclusion and inclusion errors, as evidenced by 
the Comptroller and Auditor General’s (CAG) 
findings in the Agricultural Debt Waiver and 
Debt Relief Scheme, 2008. 

Lastly, schemes have serious implications for 
other developmental expenditure, having a 
much larger multiplier effect on the economy. 

Proper identification: For providing immediate 
relief to the needy farmers, a more inclusive 
alternative approach is to identify the 
vulnerable farmers based on certain criteria 
and give an equal amount as financial relief to 
the vulnerable and distressed families. 

Enhance non- farm income: The sustainable 
solution to indebtedness and agrarian distress 
is to raise income from agricultural activities 
and enhance access to non-farm sources of 
income. The low scale of farms necessitates 
that some cultivators move from agriculture 
to non-farm jobs. 

Improved technology, expansion of irrigation 
coverage, and crop diversification towards 
high-value crops are appropriate measures for 
raising productivity and farmers’ income. All 
these require more public funding and 
support. 

The magic wand of a waiver can offer 
temporary relief, but long-term solutions are 
needed to solve farmer woes. There are many 
dimensions of the present agrarian crisis in 
India. The search for a solution therefore 
needs to be comprehensive by taking into 
consideration all the factors that contribute to 
the crisis. Furthermore, both short- and long-
term measures are required to address the 
numerous problems associated with this. 
agrarian crisis. 

 

Finance minister Arun Jaitley had proposed a 
merger of three PSU general insurers in the 
Union Budget on February 1.  

The proposed merger of three public sector 
insurance firms may be completed by early 
2019. 

The three public sector general insurance 
companies to be merged are — National 
Insurance (NIC), Oriental Insurance (OIC) and 
United India Insurance (UII). 

There are a lot of operational advantages and 
savings that will accrue from this proposed 
merger. The trigger for central government to 
go for merger of three general insurers is 
mainly to boost up their solvency ratio and 
divest part of its holding in the market. 
Merger will also stop the unhealthy 
competition between the government-owned 
insurers. It is hoped that this merger will make 
companies stronger. 

 

 

Jogighopa, a small town in Assam, is set to 
become India’s gateway to South-East Asia as 
well as the rest of the North-East with the 
road ministry gearing up to develop a 
multimodal logistics park (MMLP) there with 
road, rail, waterways and air transport 
facilities. 

Under the project, all four types of 
transportation—road, rail, air and 
waterways—will be available. The 
development includes railway sidings, 
container terminals, warehousing, non-cargo 
processing, a truck terminal, common 
facilities, support infrastructure and 
equipment.  

A special purpose vehicle, backed by the Asian 
Development Bank (ADB), will be created to 
execute the project, which will be executed in 
two phases. 

The current transit corridors from mainland 
India to the North-East region pass through an 
area known as the “Chicken’s Neck”—a 
narrow tract of land in India between the 
borders with Bangladesh, Nepal and Bhutan. 
Since it is close to these borders and cannot 
be expanded, the North-East region requires 
an alternative route for providing connectivity 
to the rest of India—a route with adequate 
expansion potential. The Indo-Bangladesh 
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road route, along with the National 
Waterways-2, provides such an option. 

The move comes at a time when India’s 
neighbours are gearing up for trade. For 
example, Bangladesh’s development of the 
Khulna-Dhaka-Sylhet Economic Corridor and 
the Bangla bandha-Dhaka-Chittagong-Cox’s 
Bazar Economic Corridor—to promote 
industrial development in the region. These 
initiatives are expected to drive freight 
movement in the region and facilitate trade 
between India and Bangladesh, and between 
Bangladesh and Bhutan through India 

North-East is one of the regions which has 
played a pivotal role in terms of logistics 
connectivity with the international and 
national corridors of India. And ASEAN’S 
(Association of Southeast Asian Nations) 
strong bond with the North-East region will 
act as a mascot for the entire region and for 
the rest of the businesses in India. 

 

 

India has initiated a review of anti-dumping 
duty on flat base steel wheels from China to 
take a call on “the need for continued 
imposition of the duties in force” 

The Directorate General of Anti-dumping and 
allied Duties (DGAD) has initiated the review 
investigation 

The move comes in the backdrop of India’s 
huge trade deficit with China ($51.1 billion in 
FY’17) 

India had in 2013 imposed duty up to $613 per 
tonne on import of the product from China for 
five years 

The WTO agreement allows governments to 
act against dumping where there is genuine 
(“material”) injury to the competing domestic 
industry 

As per the World Trade Organisation, if a 
company exports a product at a price lower 
than the price it normally charges on its own 
home market, it is said to be “dumping” the 
product. The global body has also said that 
the WTO agreement allows governments to 
act against dumping where there is genuine 

(“material”) injury to the competing domestic 
industry. 

Anti dumping is a measure to rectify the 
situation arising out of the dumping of goods 
and its trade distortive effect. 

The purpose of anti dumping duty is to rectify 
the trade distortive effect of dumping and re-
establish fair trade. 

It provides relief to the domestic industry 
against the injury caused by dumping. It is 
levied on distrustfully low-priced imports, so 
as to protect the domestic manufacturers. 

Need for anti-dumping duty: Dumping is an 
unfair trade practice of exporting goods to 
another country at a price lesser than what is 
paid in the exporting nation or their normal 
production cost, thereby distorting 
international trade and causing injury to the 
domestic manufacturers of the goods in the 
importing country. 

 

 

The water resources ministry is working on a 
Rs 6,000 crore worth ‘Atal Bhoojal Yojana’ for 
water conservation. 

Atal Bhoojal Yojana: 

The scheme is aimed at efficient management 
of available water resources and 
strengthening of recharge mechanism 
through community participation.  

The emphasis of the scheme will be on 
recharge of ground water sources and 
efficient use of water by involving people at 
the local level. 

Rs 6,000 crore has been earmarked for this 
ambitious plan. Half of the total cost of this 
central scheme will be supported by the 
World Bank as loan while the remaining half 
(Rs 3,000 crore) will be funded by the 
government through budgetary support. 

The government plans to give 50% of the 
money to states, including gram panchayats, 
as incentives for achieving targets in 
groundwater management. That’s a first-ever 
move to encourage community participation 
and behavioral changes. The remaining 50% of 

INDIA INITIATED REVIEW OF ANTI-DUMPING DUTY 
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ATAL BHOOJAL YOJANA 



 

 

 

4 

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS         14-15 FEB 18 

Plot-1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRP Square, Bhubaneswar-751015 

Ph.: (0674) 6511101, 8093083555. Web: www.vanikias.com, E-mail: vaniksias@gmail.com 

the funds will be given to states for 
strengthening institutional arrangements such 
as providing a strong database and scientific 
approach to help them accomplish sustainable 
management of groundwater. 

 

 

The search for Earth-like planets just got a 
major upgrade. The European Southern 
Observatory’s Very Large Telescope (VLT) in 
Chile successfully integrated the light from all 
four of its 8.2-meter (27 feet) unit telescopes 
into a new instrument, making VLT the optical 
telescope with the largest collecting area in 
the world.  

The instrument is called ESPRESSO (Echelle 
Spectrograph for Rocky Exoplanet and Stable 
Spectroscopic Observations). 

The upgrade will make it easier for scientists 
to use the observatory to search for faint, 
rocky planets around distant stars. 

ESPRESSO: 

ESPRESSO is designed to exploit the light-
gathering power of the individual telescopes. 
It has the light-collecting power of a 16-meter 
(52 feet) telescope. Light gathering is 
important for telescopes because, as they 
receive more photons of light, fainter objects 
appear brighter. Bigger telescopes typically 
see distant objects such as galaxies more 
easily because they have more light-gathering 
power. 

ESPRESSO has a second major scientific goal 
besides looking for Earth-like worlds: to seek 
variability in fundamental physics constants. 
ESPRESSO will observe faint and faraway 
quasars to uncover more about basic physics, 
and the combined light of the four telescopes 
will greatly benefit it in its observations. 

Each of the VLT units sends its light to the 
instrument using mirrors, prisms and lenses. 
ESPRESSO can use the light from either all 
four telescopes at once or just one individual 
telescope. That design is intended to provide 
more flexibility in observing time. 

 

 

 

The White House budget proposal has called 
for the cancellation of the Wide Field Infrared 
Survey Telescope (WFIRST), a move that 
could be interpreted as a warning to the 
mission’s leaders to rein in the program’s 
expanding costs. But if the cancellation goes 
through, some scientists worry it could hurt 
the international standing of the U.S. 
astrophysics community. 

WFIRST was tentatively scheduled to launch in 
the mid-2020s, to become NASA’s next 
“flagship mission,” a classification applied to 
large-scale missions with broad science 
objectives. Other NASA flagship missions 
include the Hubble Space Telescope, the 
Chandra X-Ray Telescope, and the upcoming 
James Webb Space Telescope. 

WFIRST: 

WFIRST, the Wide Field Infrared Survey 
Telescope, is a NASA observatory designed to 
settle essential questions in the areas of dark 
energy, exoplanets, and infrared astrophysics. 
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