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Industrial activity saw robust growth for the 
second consecutive month in December, with 
the Index of Industrial Production growing 
7.07%.  

The rise follows strong growth in 
manufacturing, capital goods, and consumer 
non-durables sectors. 

The relatively strong growth in the lIP comes 
on top of an even stronger growth of 8.8% in 
November. 

Growth in the consumer durables segment 
continued to be sluggish, however, coming in 
at 0.86% in December, down from the 3.21% in 
the previous month. Manufacturing recorded 
a robust growth of 8.4% in December 2017 
over December 2016. Double digit growth of 
16.4% in capital goods and consumer non-
durables at 16.5% reinforces heightened 
economic activity. 

Retail inflation remained above 5% in January, 
following up on the 5.21% growth in CPI seen in 
December 2017. 

The Consumer Price Index quickened by 5.07% 
in that month, boosted by the persistently 
high inflation in the food and fuel segments. 

January, however, marks a break in the six-
month streak of accelerating inflation seen 
since June 2017. 

Inflation in the food and beverages segment 
of the CPI eased marginally to 4.58% in 
January, from 4.85% in the previous month. 

Inflation in the clothing and footwear 
segment accelerated to 4.94% from 4.85% over 
the same period. 

 

 

Rajasthan Govt. announced a one-time loan 
waiver for small and marginal farmers up to 
500O0 each from their outstanding short-term 
debt in the 2018-19 State budget presented in 
the Assembly. 

 

While this move will cost 8..000 crore to the 
State exchequer, no new taxes were imposed 
in the budget. 

National Commission for Farmers 
Recommendations NCF chaired by Prof. M. S. 
Swaminathan submitted five reports in 2006. 
Some of the main recommendations include: 
Distribute ceiling-surplus and waste lands; 
Prevent diversion of prime agricultural land 
and forest to corporate sector for non-
agricultural purposes. 

Ensure grazing rights and seasonal access to 
forests to tribals and pastoralists and access 
to common property resources. 

Establish a National Land Use Advisory 
Service, which would have the capacity to link 
land use decisions with ecological 
meteorological and marketing factors on a 
location and season specific basis. 

Set up a mechanism to regulate the sale of 
agricultural land, based on quantum of land, 
nature of proposed use and category of buye.  

On Irrigation: 

Out of the gross sown area of 192 million ha, 
rain fed agriculture contributes to 60 per cent 
of the gross cropped area and 45 per cent of 
the total agricultural output. The report 
recommends: 

A comprehensive set of reforms to enable 
farmers to have sustained and equitable 
access to water. 

Increase water supply through rainwater 
harvesting and recharge of the aquifer should 
become mandatory. “Million Wells Recharge” 
programme, specifically targeted at private 
wells should be launched. 

Substantial increase in investment in irrigation 
sector under the 11th Five Year Plan 
apportioned between large surface water 
systems; minor irrigation and new schemes 
for groundwater recharge. 

On Productivity of Agriculture: 

Apart from the size of holding, the 
productivity levels primarily determine the 
income of the farmers. However, the per unit 

“We are made to persist. That’s how we find out who we are.” Tobias Wolff 

INDUSTRIAI ACTIVITY POSTS ROBUST GROWTH FOR 

SECOND MONTH 

RAJASTHAN ANNOUNCES FARM LOAN WAIVER 
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area productivity of Indian agriculture is much 
lower than other major crop producing 
countries. 

 

 

According to the biennial India State of Forest 
Report (SFR) 2017, India posted a marginal 
0.21% rise in the area under forest between 
2015 and 2017. 

The document says that India has about 7, 
08,273 square kilometers of forest, which is 
21.53% of the geographic area of the country 
(32,87,569 sq. km). 

Getting India to have at least 33% of its area 
under forest has been a long standing goal of 
the government since 1988. 

The 21% mark, However various editions of the 
SFR over the years, have reported the area 
under forests as hovering around 21 %. 

So the government also includes substantial 
patches of trees outside areas designated as 
forests such as plantations or green lands in 
its assessment. 

The total tree cover, according to this 
assessment, was 93,815 square kilometers or a 
2% rise from the approximately 92,500 square 
kilometers estimated in 2015. 

Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and Kerala topped 
the States that posted an increase in forest 
cover. 

Much of this increase can be attributed to 
plantation and conservation activities both 
within and outside the Recorded Forest areas 
as well as an improvement in interpretation of 
satellite data. 

Currently, 15 States and U.Ts have 33% of their 
geographical area under forest In India’s 
north-east however, forest cover showed a 
decrease; 65.34%, of the geographical area 
was under forest in the North-East. 

The category of ‘very dense forest’— defined 
as a canopy cover over 70% — and an indicator 
of the quality of a forest, saw a dramatic rise 
this year but the category of ‘moderately 
dense forest’ (40%-70%) saw a 7,056 square 
kilometer decline from 2015. In different 

categories of forests, there may be 
fluctuations within categories. India is ranked 
10th in the world, with 24.4% of land area 
under forest and tree cover, even though it 
accounts for 2.4% of the world surface area 
and sustains the needs of 17% of human and 
18% livestock population. 

Unique features of Survey this time: 

The forest survey for the first time mapped 
633 districts and relied on satellite-mapping. 
Earlier this year, the government ceased to 
define bamboo as a tree to promote economic 
activity among tribals. 

The survey found that India’s bamboo bearing 
area rose by 1.73 million hectares (2011) to 
15.69 million hectares (2017). 

 

 

Opting to stay pocket- and patient-friendly the 
National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority 
(NPPA) announced new stent prices, capping 
trade margin at 8% and requiring price of 
catheters, etc. to be mentioned separately 
during billing. The price of drug-eluting stent 
(DES) was announced as 27,89O ex GST and 
bare metal stent (BMS) as 7,66O ex GST. The 
order will be valid till March 13 next year. The 
current price of DES stands at 3O, 18O and 
BMS at U, 400. 

Exorbitant margins: 

The NPPA maintained that the price fixation 
was necessary “under the failed and exploitive 
market system characterized by exorbitant, 
irrational and restrictive trade margin. 

DES has a polymer coating which gradually 
releases a drug to ensure that blockage 
doesn’t recur. 

Meanwhile, the government has also invited 
comments to check the prices of guide wire, 
balloon catheters and guiding catheters, 
which are being sold at 15-400% margins. 

In June 2017, The NPPA had recommended 
some measures to reduce the prices of some 
heart sterns were cut in February by 75 per 
cent, part of a government push to make 
lifesaving drugs and devices more affordable. 

INDIA RECORDS MARGINAL INCREASE IN FOREST 

COVER 

STENT PRICES TO DIP AS GOVT. ANNOUNCES CAP 
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The drug price regulator pushed to get four 
more devices on the ‘essential medicines” list 
that would allow the government to impose 
price caps if and when it was ready to do so. 
The issue of unreasonable trade margins and 
bonus offers by various stock ists, distributors 
and retailers has been adversely affecting 
both the industry as well as consumer 
interest. After detailed stakeholder 
consultations, the level of trade margins will 
be prescribed to create a level playing field for 
the industry and to bring down the prices. 

Draft Pharmacy Policy Recommendations:  

Pharmacy firms can put brand names only on 
fixed-dose combinations For all other drugs, 
they can print only the generic name of the 
drug NPPA structure to be modified to have 
industry and civil society representatives E-
prescriptions to be introduced to help doctors 
in prescribing generics Compulsory bar-coding 
to be enforced to enable computerized billing 

 

 

CJI questioned the logic behind having a 
criminal and corrupt person to head a political 
party, and said such a lapse was a huge blow 
to the purity of the election process. Far 
worse is the prospect of democracy when 
such a criminal has the power to choose 
candidates for elections under his party’s 
banner. 

The court said that banning convicted persons 
from becoming office-bearers of parties 
would be in consonance with its past 
judgments against corrupt politics. 

So, is it that what you cannot do individually 
that is to contest in elections, you can do 
collectively through some of your agents. 

A person cannot directly contest in an 
election, so he constitutes a group of persons 
to form a political party and contest in an 
election. 

People could form an association to do 
philanthropic activities like having a hospital 
or a school. But when it comes to governance, 
it is different. 

Last December, the court agreed to examine 
whether the EC should be empowered to de-
register a party because a convicted person 
had formed it or was a crucial office- bearer. 

The Petitioner reasoned that if a convicted 
person was banned from elections, he or she 
should also be debarred from heading a party 
and controlling its other elected members. 

The petition had also sought to declare 
Section 29A of the Representation of the 
People Act, 1951, “arbitrary, irrational and 
ultravires the Constitution, and to authorize 
the Election Commission to register and de 
register parties as suggested by the Goswami 
Committee on Electoral Reform. 

Section 29A is about registration with the 
Election Commission of associations and 
bodies as political parties. 

Protecting the parliamentary system from 
criminalization has been the intention of the 
law from the beginning. 

Section 8 of the Representation of the People 
(RP) Act, 1951 disqualifies a person convicted 
with a sentence of two years or more from 
contesting elections. 

But those under trial continued to be eligible 
to contest elections. The Lily Thomas case 
(2013), however, ended this unfair advantage.  

Steps taken by Judiciary so far to bring about 

Transparency in Electoral Process: 

In 2002, it made it obligatory for all candidates 
to file an affidavit before the returning officer, 
disclosing criminal cases pending against 
them. 

The famous order to introduce NOTA was 
intended to make political parties think before 
giving tickets to the tainted. 

According to the ADR’s analysis of EC data, 
187 MPs in the current Lok Sabha face criminal 
charges (that is, 34.4 per cent) of them, 113 
face serious criminal charges. 

There are three possible options: 

1. One, political parties should themselves 
refuse tickets to the tainted. 

2. Two, the RP Act should be amended to 
debar persons against whom cases of a 

ELECTORAL REFORMS: ‘HOW CAN A CONVICT HEAD 

A PARTY? 
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heinous nature are pending from contesting 
elections. 

Three, fast-track courts should decide the 
cases of tainted legislators quickly. 

Far from denying tickets to criminals, all 
political parties seem to have been in 
competition to give them more and more 
tickets. 

They have been unitedly opposing the 
proposal to debar perpetrators of even 
heinous offences during pendency of trial on 
the grounds that false criminal cases maybe 
filed by opponents. 

This concern is partly valid. However, the EC’s 
proposal itself has three safeguards. First all 
criminal cases would not invite the ban — only 
heinous offences like murder, dacoit, rape, 
kidnapping or moral turpitude. 

Second, the case should have been registered 
at least a year before the elections.  

Third, the court must have framed charges. 

 

*** 


