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COVID- 19 NEWS 

Sero-Survey 

Indian Council of Medical Research, ICMR and National Centre for Disease Control are going to initiate a 

population-based sero-survey in selected districts to monitor the trend in prevalence of COVID-19 

infection at district level.  

About: 

 A sero-survey involves testing of blood serum of a group of individuals and this will be used to 

monitor trends in prevalence of the novel coronavirus, or SARS-COV-2, infection at the district 

level. 

 The agencies will use a combination of RT-PCR and Elisa antibody kits for these surveys. 

 The facility-oriented surveillance is an expansion of the testing of flu and serious respiratory cases 

in hospitals being carried out by the government. 

 The surveillance will be conducted by the Indian Council of Medical Research and the National 

Centre for Disease Control in collaboration with key stakeholders and state health departments. 

Ace2 Enzyme 

A new study has suggested reasons for why men seem to be more vulnerable to Covid-19 than women.  

About: 

 The role of enzyme ACE2 in Covid-19 is already established: It responds to the novel coronavirus 

and enables it to infect the human cell. The new, large study of several thousand patients found 

men have higher concentrations of ACE2 in their blood than women. 

 The researchers measured ACE2 concentrations in blood samples from several thousand heart 

failure patients from 11 European countries. 

 The study also found that heart failure patients taking a certain class of drugs (called RAAS 

inhibitors) did not have higher concentrations of ACE2 in their blood. 

 Some recent research had suggested that RAAS inhibitors might increase ACE2 concentrations in 

blood plasma, thereby increasing the risk of Covid-19 for cardiovascular patients taking these 

drugs, but the new study indicates that this is not the case. 

SwasthVayu 

CSIR-National Aerospace Laboratories (NAL), Bengaluru, a constituent of lab of CSIR has developed a 

BiPAP Non Invasive Ventilator “SwasthVayu” for COVID -19.  

About: 

 BiPAP Non-Invasive ventilator is a microcontroller-based precise closed-loop adaptive control 

system with a built-in biocompatible “3D printed manifold & coupler” with HEPA filter (Highly 

Efficient Particulate Air Filter). 

 These unique features help to alleviate the fear of the virus spread. It has features like 

Spontaneous, CPAP, Timed, AUTO BIPAP modes with provision to connect Oxygen concentrator 

or Enrichment unit externally. 

 The major advantage of this machine is that it is simple to use without any specialized nursing, 

cost effective, compact and configured with majority of indigenous components. 

The portable ventilator, named SwasthVayu, was developed in a record 36 days. 

NATIONAL SOCIAL ISSUES- WOMEN, POPULATION, URBANISATION, EMPOWERMENT 

ETC 

Todas 

Amid the COVID-19 outbreak, the indigenous Toda artisans from the Nilgiris are producing thousands of 

masks with exquisite embroidery for local residents, police, and sanitary workers.  

About: 

 Toda people are a Dravidian ethnic group who live in the Nilgiri Mountains of Tamil Nadu.  

 During the 20th century, the Toda population has hovered in the range 700 to 900. 

 The Toda traditionally live in settlements called Mund, consisting of three to seven small thatched 

houses. The Toda huts, called dogles, are of an oval, pent-shaped construction built of bamboo. 

 Their economy was pastoral, based on the buffalo, whose dairy products they traded with 

neighbouring peoples of the Nilgiri Hills. 
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 Fraternal polyandry - a practice in which a woman marries all the brothers of a family - in 

traditional Toda society was fairly common; however, this practice has now been totally 

abandoned, as has female infanticide. 

 Since the early 21st century, Toda society and culture have been the focus of an international 

effort at culturally sensitive environmental restoration. 

 The Toda lands are now a part of The Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve, a UNESCO-designated 

International Biosphere Reserve; their territory is declared UNESCO World Heritage Site. 

INDIAN HERITAGE AND CULTURE, HISTORY 

Sohrai Khovar Painting; Telangana’s Telia Rumal 

Jharkhand’s Sohrai Khovar painting and Telangana’s Telia Rumal were given the Geographical Indication 

(GI) tag by the Geographical Indications Registry headquartered in Chennai.  

Sohrai Khovar painting: 

 The Sohrai Khovar painting is a traditional and ritualistic mural art being practised by local tribal 

women during local harvest and marriage seasons using local, naturally available soils of different 

colours in the area of Hazaribagh district of Jharkhand. 

 The Sohrai Khovar painting is primarily being practised only in the district of Hazaribagh. 

However, in recent years, for promotional purposes, it has been seen in other parts of Jharkhand. 

 Traditionally painted on the walls of mud houses, they are now seen on other surfaces, too. 

 The style features a profusion of lines, dots, animal figures and plants, often representing religious 

iconography.  

Telia Rumal: 

 Telia Rumal cloth of Telangana involves intricate handmade work with cotton loom displaying a 

variety of designs and motifs in three particular colours — red, black and white. 

 Telia Rumal can only be created using the traditional handloom process and not by any other 

mechanical means as otherwise, the very quality of the Rumal would be lost. 

 Telia Rumals are offered at the dargah of Ajmer Sharif in Rajasthan, with some devotees offering 

50 or even 100 cloths. Telia Rumals were worn as a veil by princesses at the erstwhile court of the 

Nizam of Hyderabad; and as a turban cloth by Arabs in the Middle East. 

GOVERNANCE- WELFARE SCHEMES, E-GOVERNANCE, SERVICES ETC. 

FIR Aapke Dwar 

Madhya Pradesh Home Minister launched country's first ever 'FIR Aapke Dwar Yojana' in Bhopal.  

About: 

 Madhya Pradesh is the first state in the country to implement such an innovative scheme. 

 'FIR Aapke Dwar' scheme has been started as a pilot project in 23 Police Stations including one 

urban and one rural Police Station at 11 Divisional Headquarters. 

 Now people would not be required to visit police station to lodge an FIR. Under it, Dial 100 

vehicle would have trained Head Constables to lodge FIR. FIRs in complaints of general nature 

will be lodged on the spot. In case of serious complaints, guidance will be sought from senior 

officers. 

SOCIO-ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

Labour Law Changes 

As the economy struggles with the lockdown, a number of state governments recently made key changes in 

the application of labour laws.  

Which states announced changes? 

 The most significant changes were announced by three BJP-ruled states — UP, MP and Gujarat. 

 But several other states, ruled by the Congress (Rajasthan and Punjab) as well as BJD-ruled 

Odisha, too made some changes, although smaller in scope. 

 UP has made the boldest changes as it summarily suspended the application of almost all labour 

laws in the state for the next three years including the Minimum Wages Act. 

 Some states have increased the shift duration from 8 hours to 12 hours. 

View of critics: 

 The subject of ‘Labour’ falls in the Concurrent List and there are many laws enacted by the Centre 
that a state cannot just brush aside. Estimates vary but there are over 200 state laws and close to 50 

central laws. 
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 This will create an enabling environment for exploitation as it will not only strip the labour of its 

basic rights but also drive down wages. Firms can now fire all existing employees and hire them 

again at lower wages. 

 This move will in one go turn the existing formal workers into informal workers as they would not 

get any social security. 

 Experience of states that have relaxed labour laws in the past suggests that dismantling worker 

protection laws have failed to attract investments and increase employment. 

Atma-Nirbhar Bharat Abhiyaan 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has announced a special economic package worth 20 lakh crore rupees for 

an 'Atma-Nirbhar Bharat' or self-reliant India, saying that self reliance is the only way to ensure that 21st 

Century belongs to India.  

About: 

 The Prime Minister noted that this package, together with earlier announcements by the 

government during COVID crisis and decisions taken by RBI, is to the tune of 20 lakh crore 

rupees. This is equivalent to almost 10 percent of India’s GDP. 

 The package will also focus on land, labour, liquidity and laws. It will cater to various sections 

including cottage industry, MSMEs, labourers, middle class, industries, among others. 

 He said India's self-reliance will be based on five pillars - economy, infrastructure, technology 

driven system, vibrant demography and demand 

Champions Portal 

Union Ministry of MSME has launched CHAMPIONS portal www.Champions.gov.in, a Technology 

driven Control Room-Cum-Management Information System.  

About: 

 The name CHAMPIONS stands here for Creation and Harmonious Application of Modern 

Processes for Increasing the Output and National Strength. 

 The system utilising modern ICT tools is aimed at assisting Indian MSMEs march into big league 

as National and Global CHAMPIONS. 

 The portal is for making the smaller units big by solving their grievances, encouraging, 

supporting, helping and handholding. It is a real one-stop-shop solution of MSME Ministry. 

 As part of the system a network of control rooms is created in a Hub & Spoke Model. The Hub is 

situated in New Delhi in the Secretary MSME’s office. The spokes will be in the States in various 

offices and institutions of Ministry. 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY- EVERYDAY SCIENCE, SPACE, NUCLEAR, DEFENCE ETC 

Vitamin D 

A new study has found an association between low average levels of vitamin D and high numbers of 

Covid-19 cases and mortality rates across 20 European countries.  

Findings of the study: 

 Italy and Spain, which experienced high Covid-19 mortality rates, have lower average vitamin D 

levels than most northern European countries. This is partly because people in southern Europe 

avoid strong sun, while skin pigmentation also reduces natural vitamin D synthesis. 

 The highest average levels of vitamin D are found in northern Europe, due to the consumption of 

cod liver oil and vitamin D supplements, and possibly less sun avoidance. Scandinavian nations 

are among the countries with the lowest number of COVID-19 cases and mortality rates.  

How vitamin D impact novel coronavirus? 

 Vitamin D is known to modulate the response of white blood cells, preventing them from 

releasing too many inflammatory cytokines (part of the body’s immune response to fight 

infections). 

 And the SARS-CoV2 virus is known to cause an excess of pro-inflammatory cytokines, called a 

cytokine storm. 

 Vitamin D has been shown to protect against acute respiratory infections, and older adults, the 

group most deficient in vitamin D, are also the ones most seriously affected by Covid-19. 
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DAILY ANSWER WRITING PRACTICE 

Qns. Discuss the importance of public services reforms in ensuring good governance in India.  

Ans 

Public services reforms refer to efforts to change the rules, processes, and values of public organizations. 

The purpose of such reforms is to ensure good governance through efficient, effective, and responsive 

delivery of public administration and public policy. 

Importance of Public Services Reforms in India 

In India, various public services reforms have been initiated from time to time to improve upon all the 

major components of good governance: Accountability, transparency, responsiveness, effectiveness and 

efficiency, equitability, participation, consensus-oriented, inclusiveness and rule of law.Some of these 

reforms are 

Right to Information 

 Right To Information Act, 2005 marked a significant shift in Indian democracy. Besides providing 

legal access to the information to citizens it also improved the responsiveness of the government 

to community needs. 

 It promotes openness, transparency and accountability in administration by making the 

government more open to public scrutiny. 

Citizen’s Charter (CC) 

 Citizen's Charter is a document which represents a systematic effort to focus on the commitment 

of the Organisation towards its Citizens in respects of Standard of Services, Information, Choice 

and Consultation, Non-discrimination and Accessibility, Grievance Redress, Courtesy and Value 

for Money. 

 To ensure this Sevottam model was proposed by the 2nd ARC (Administrative Reforms 

Commission) which provides a quality management framework applicable to public service 

delivery organisations and in all its departments. 

 It emphasises on citizens as customers by ensuring that public services are responsive to the 

citizens they serve. 

E-Governance 

 To make all government services accessible to the common man in his locality, through common 

service delivery outlets and ensure efficiency, transparency and reliability of such services at 

affordable costs, the National e-Governance Plan (NeGP) has been initiated by the Government of 

India.  

 It has a direct impact on its citizens who derive benefits through direct transactions with the 

services offered by the government. 

Good Governance Index 

 It is a uniform tool across the States to assess the status of Governance and impact of various 

interventions taken up by the State Government and Union Territories.  

 It enables states and Union Territories governments to formulate and implement suitable strategies 

for improving governance and shift to result-oriented approaches and administration. 

Challenges that impede these reforms include 

 Digital Divide i.e. unequal access to communications technologies hinder uniform public service 

delivery.  

 Illiteracy especially in the backwards states it is difficult to disseminate information to the citizens 

about public services.  

 Lack of awareness among citizens about their rights.  

 Due to corruption, allocated resources are often siphoned off before it reaches the intended 

beneficiaries.  

 Red tape that necessitates excessive paperwork and tedious procedures before official action 

further weakens the reform initiatives. 

Conclusion 

 In order to ensure the ethos of good governance and participative democracy, there is a need to 

bring holistic reforms. In this context, public service delivery reforms should be complemented by 
Police & legal reforms, financial inclusion, improvement in social infrastructure, etc. 


