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CONSTITUTION AND POLITY 

FEMBoSA 

The Election Commission of India (ECI) is hosting the 10th Annual Meeting of the Forum of the Election 

Management Bodies of South Asia, FEMBoSA at New Delhi. On the occasion, ECI, took over the Chair of the 

forum for the year 2020. 

About: 

 The Forum of the Election Management Bodies of South Asia (FEMBoSA) was established at the 3rd 

Conference of Heads of Election Management Bodies of SAARC Countries held at New Delhi in 2012. 

 FEMBoSA was established at the 3rd Conference of Heads of Election Management Bodies (EMBs) of 

SAARC Countries held at New Delhi in 2012. 

 The annual FEMBoSA meeting is held by rotation among the members. 

 Besides ECI, the other 7 members are EMBs from Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Maldives, Nepal, 

Pakistan and Sri Lanka. 

 The objectives of the Forum are to promote contact among the EMBs of the SAARC countries; share 

experiences with a view to learning from each other and cooperate with one another in enhancing the 

capabilities of the EMBs  towards conducting free and fair elections. 

Abide With Me 
In the past few days, there has been a controversy about whether the tune ‗Abide With Me‘, which is a part of 

the Beating Retreat celebrations that take place post-Republic Day, would be played this year or not. 

About: 

 The song ‗Abide With Me‘ was written by Henry Francis Lyte, a Scottish poet, and hymnologist, in 

1847. The tune became popular in the trenches during World War I. 

 In India, the tune achieved significance after it was propagated by Mahatma Gandhi. At Sabarmati 

Ashram in Ahmedabad, it remains a part of the ‗Ashram Bhajanavali‘, alongside bhajans like 

―Vaishnav jan toh‖, ―Raghupati Raghav raja ram‖, and ―Lead kindly light‖. 

 The tune is sung in church choirs and educational institutions. Abroad, the hymn is sung at military 

services in Australia, New Zealand, Canada, and the UK. 

 In India, this Christian hymn has been played as the concluding piece of the Beating Retreat ceremony 
– which takes place after Republic Day on January 29 – every year at Vijay Chowk, since 1950. 

GOVERNANCE- WELFARE SCHEMES, E-GOVERNANCE, SERVICES ETC. 

Gati 

Union Minister for Road Transport & Highways launched online Web Portal ‗GATI.‘ 

About: 

 The portal has been created by National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) taking inspiration from 

the PRAGATI Portal used by PMO. 

 It can be accessed from NHAI Website and contractors/concessionaires can raise any project related 

issues on the Portal. 

 The issue will immediately come to the notice of every official of NHAI including top management, 

and immediate action will be taken by the concerned officer, duly updating on the Portal. This will 
bring transparency and speed up the decision making giving real GATI to highway construction. 

National Data And Analytics Platform (NDAP) 

NITI Aayog released its vision for the National Data and Analytics Platform (NDAP). 

About: 

 The platform aims to democratize access to publicly available government data. It will host the latest 

datasets from various government websites, present them coherently, and provide tools for analytics 

and visualization. 

 NDAP will follow a user-centric approach and will enable data access in a simple and intuitive portal 

tailored to the needs of a variety of stakeholders. 

 The development of NDAP will take place over a period of one year. The first version of the platform 

is expected to be launched in 2021. 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS- BILATERAL, GROUPINGS, ORGANISATIONS 

Trolling 

Amnesty International India released a report titled ―Troll Patrol India: Exposing Online Abuse Faced by 

Women Politicians in India‖. 

Key findings: 

 The report analysed more than 114,000 tweets sent to 95 women politicians in the three months during 

and after last year‘s general elections in India. 

 The research found that women are targeted with abuse online not just for their opinions - but also for 

various identities, such as gender, religion, caste, and marital status. 
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 Indian women politicians face substantially higher abuse on Twitter than their counterparts in the U.S. 

and the U.K. 

 Around 13.8% of the tweets in the study were either ―problematic‖ or ―abusive‖. Problematic content 

was defined as tweets that contain hurtful or hostile content, especially if repeated to an individual on 

multiple occasions, but do not necessarily meet the threshold of abuse. 

 While all women are targeted, Muslim women politicians faced 55% more abuse than others. 

 Women from marginalised castes, unmarried women, and those from non-BJP parties faced a 

disproportionate share of abuse. 

SOCIO-ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

Specialized Supervisory And Regulatory Cadre (SSRC) 

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has decided to recruit 35% of the specialised supervisory and regulatory cadre 

(SSRC) from the market while the remaining 65% will be recruited via internal promotions. 

About: 

 The Specialized Supervisory and Regulatory Cadre (SSRC) will comprise officers in Grade B to 

Executive Director level. 

 On November 1, 2019, RBI decided to reorganise its regulation and supervision departments. It merged 

the three regulatory departments (department of banking, non-banking and cooperative bank) into one 
and did likewise for the three supervisory departments. 

 As a result, there is only one supervisory department which looks after supervision of banks, NBFCs 

and cooperative banks and only one regulatory department for these three. 

 The move was aimed at dealing more effectively with potential systemic risk that could come about 

due to possible supervisory arbitrage and information asymmetry. 

ENVIRONMENT- CONSERVATION, BIO-DIVERSITY AND ISSUES 

Ophichthus Kailashchandrai 

A new snake eel species residing in the Bay of Bengal has been discovered by the Estuarine Biology Regional 

Centre (EBRC) of the Zoological Survey of India (ZSI) at Gopalpur-on-sea in Odisha. 

About: 

 This new marine species has been named Ophichthus kailashchandrai to honour the vast contributions 
of Dr. Kailash Chandra, Director of Zoological Survey of India (ZSI), to Indian animal taxonomy. 

 Ophichthus kailashchandrai is the eighth species of the Ophichthus genus found on the Indian coast. It 

is the fifth new species discovered by the Gopalpur ZSI in the last two years. 

 In 2019, two new species of marine eel, Gymnothorax andamanensesis and Gymnothorax smithi were 

been discovered by this ZSI centre 

PRELIMS SPECIFIC FACTS- INDICES, DAYS, EVENTS, AWARDS ETC 

Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI-2019) 

Transparency International released the Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI-2019). 

About: 

 The index ranks 180 countries and territories by their perceived levels of public sector corruption, 

according to experts and business people. 

 It uses a scale of zero to 100, where zero is highly corrupt and 100 is very clean. 

Key findings: 

 The top countries are New Zealand and Denmark, with scores of 87 each, followed by Finland (86), 

Singapore (85), Sweden (85) and Switzerland (85). 

 The bottom countries are Somalia, South Sudan and Syria with scores of 9, 12 and 13, respectively.  

 India‘s ranking has slipped from 78 to 80 compared to the previous year. Its score of 41 out of 100 

remains the same. 

 China has improved its position from 87 to 80 with a score of 41 out of 100. 

 In the Asia Pacific region, the average score is 45, after many consecutive years of an average score of 

44, which ―illustrates general stagnation‖ in the region. 

Democracy Index 
India slipped 10 places to 51st position in the 2019 Democracy Index's global ranking, according to The 

Economist Intelligence Unit, which cited "erosion of civil liberties" in the country as the primary cause for the 

downtrend. India‘s overall score fell from 7.23 in 2018 to 6.90. 

About: 

 The report, ―A year of democratic setbacks and popular protest‖, was done by The Economist 

Intelligence Unit — the research and analysis division of The Economist Group, which is the sister 

company to The Economist newspaper. 

 The report records how global democracy fared, analysing 165 independent states and two territories. 
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Key findings: 

 India slipped 10 places in the 2019 global ranking to 51st place. India‘s overall score fell from 7.23 to 

6.9, on a scale of 0-10, within a year (2018-2019) — the country‘s lowest since 2006. 

 India was graded in electoral process and pluralism (8.67), government functioning (6.79), political 

participation (6.67), political culture (5.63) and civil liberties (6.76). 

 In the Asia and Australasia region, India ranks eighth, behind Taiwan and Timor-Leste. 

 The Index categorises India under ―flawed democracies‖, countries that hold free and fair elections, but 

have significant weaknesses in aspects of democracy, such as problems in governance, an 

underdeveloped political culture and low levels of political participation. 

 There are only 22 ―full democracies‖ as compared to 54 ―authoritarian regimes‖ and as many ―flawed 

democracies,‖ that include the U.S. 

 The average global score recorded its worst value ever, down from 5.48 in 2018 to 5.44. 

DAILY ANSWER WRITING PRACTICE 

 Qns: Deteriorating ecological ethics is one of the principal reasons for deforestation and land 

degradation. Discuss. (GS-IV) 

Ans:  

Ecological Ethics are moral principles that guide human attitude towards the environment, rules of conduct for 
environment care and preservation. Deteriorating ecological ethics is being reflected in changing man-nature 

relationship due to technological advancements, especially after the Industrial Revolution which resulted in 

wide scale deforestation and land degradation. 

 

 Consumption led Growth model: This is leading to overuse and exploitation of natural resources 

through their intensive use and crossing carrying capacity of nature, for example deforestation in 

Amazon due ranching, plantations etc. to cater to rising urban population. 

 Economic developmental pressure leading to overshadowing ecological concerns: Immediate socio-

politico-economic demands like Food Security, Irrigation needs, land for infrastructure results in 

neglect of long term negative environmental impacts, example rise in soil alkalinity in Green 

Revolution belt due to overuse water, chemical inputs. 

 Rules, Laws etc. meant for preservation are either not implemented strictly, or are made half-heartedly: 

This leads to complacent attitude among people leading to indifference, and at times giving nod for 

ecological damaging projects if they benefit from it, for example recent demolition of illegal residential 

complex in Kerala which violated CRZ Regulations. 

 Such change in man-nature relationship, where man tries to conquer nature by technological means, 

resulting in deforestation and land degradation is fostered by challenges like increasing global 

population, limited carrying capacity of Earth, presence of inequalities, etc. 

Way Forward: Thus, there is need for a balanced developmental model like that of Sustainable development as 

highlighted in SDG-2030 goals. This also entails role of ethics, where duty, responsibility-based decisions are 

taken at an individual level as well as societal level, example including tribals in forest and wildlife 

conservation. 

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS MCQs 

1. With reference to the specialised supervisory and regulatory cadre (SSRC), consider the following 

statements: 

1. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has recently decided to recruit 50% of the specialised supervisory 

and regulatory cadre (SSRC) from the market and the remaining 50% will be recruited via internal 

promotions. 

2. It will comprise only officers in Grade B level. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
2. With reference to the Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI-2019), consider the following statements: 

1. It was released by World Bank. 

2. India‘s ranking has slipped from 78 to 80 compared to the previous year. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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3. A new snake eel species named Ophichthus kailashchandrai has been discovered recently from: 

(a) Odisha 

(b) Tamil Nadu 

(c) Kerala 

(d) Karnataka 

4. The song ‗Abide With Me‘, recently seen in news, was written by: 

(a) Henry Francis Lyte 

(b) George Orwell, 

(c) George Eliot 

(d) Jane Austen 

5. With reference to the ―Troll Patrol India: Exposing Online Abuse Faced by Women Politicians in 

India‖, consider the following statements: 

1. It was released by Amnesty International India. 

2. Indian women politicians face substantially higher abuse on Twitter than their counterparts in the 

U.S. and the U.K. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

6. With reference to the 2019 Democracy Index, consider the following statements: 

1. It was released by the UNDP. 

2. The Index categorises India under ―flawed democracies‖. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

7. With reference to the Forum of the Election Management Bodies of South Asia (FEMBoSA), consider 
the following statements: 

1. It was established at the 3rd Conference of Heads of Election Management Bodies of SAARC 

Countries held at New Delhi in 2012. 

2. The Election Commission of India (ECI) is hosting the 10th Annual Meeting of the Forum of the 

Election Management Bodies of South Asia, FEMBoSA at New Delhi. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

8. National Data and Analytics Platform (NDAP) is an initiative of: 

(a) NITI Aayog 
(b) Ministry of Information and Broadcasting 

(c) Ministry of Human Resource Development 

(d) Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation 

9. Online Web Portal ‗GATI.‘ is an initiative of: 

(a) Ministry of Road Transport and Highways 

(b) Ministry of Information and Broadcasting 

(c) Ministry of Human Resource Development 

(d) Ministry of Science and Technology 


