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NATIONAL SOCIAL ISSUES- WOMEN, POPULATION, URBANISATION, EMPOWERMENT ETC 

Jansankhya Sthirata Kosh 

The Union Minister of Health informed Rajya Sabha about the Jansankhya Sthirtha Kosh (JSK). 

About: 

 Jansankhya Sthirtha Kosh (JSK), an autonomous body under Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, 

implemented the following schemes: 

 Prerna Scheme (for delaying marriage, childbirth and spacing), 

 Santushti Scheme (Public Private Partnership for sterilization services),and 

 National Helpline (for information on family planning). 

 The JSK has been discontinued on 08/02/2019 vide the cabinet decision on 07.02.2018 and various 

schemes for population control are being supported under National Health Mission. 

GEOGRAPHY- PHYSICAL AND ECONOMIC 

Srisailam Dam 

Several floods in the region have created a need for repair and maintenance of the Srisailam dam. The Srisailam 

dam is constructed across the Krishna River in Andhra Pradesh. It is located in the Nallamala hills. 

Krishna River 

 The Krishna River is the second biggest river in peninsular India after the Godavari River. 

 It originates near Mahabaleshwar (Satara) in Maharashtra. 

 It runs from four states Maharashtra (303 km), North Karnataka (480 km) and the rest of its 1300 km 

journey in Telangana and Andhra Pradesh before it empties into the Bay of Bengal. 

 Tributaries: Tungabhadra, Mallaprabha, Koyna, Bhima, Ghataprabha, Yerla, Warna, Dindi, Musi and 

Dudhganga. 

 Pattiseema Lift Irrigation project is the first river-linking project in India, connecting Godavari with 

Krishna through the Polavaram right canal. It will divert surplus Godavari water to Krishna river. 

Solar Eclipse 

Cheruvathur in Kasaragod district, Kerala is one of the three places in the world where the solar eclipse will be 

most clearly seen on December 26, 2019. It will be an annular solar eclipse in which the „ring of fire‟- a 

characteristic of this kind of solar eclipse could be clearly observed. 
Solar Eclipse 

 A solar eclipse is a phenomenon that happens when the moon comes in the way of the sun‟s light. The 

moon's shadow casts itself on Earth, blocking out the sun's light (as seen from Earth). 

 The moon's shadow has two parts: a central region (umbra) and an outer region (penumbra). Depending 

upon which part of the shadow passes over the Earth, one of three types of solar eclipses could be observed: 

 Total Solar Eclipse- The entire central portion of the sun is blocked out by the moon. 

 Partial Solar Eclipse- Only part of the sun's surface is blocked out. 

 Annular Solar Eclipse- The sun is covered in such a way that only a small ring-like sliver of light is 

seen from the sun's disc. This ring is known as the ring of fire.  

 An annular eclipse happens when the moon is farthest from Earth. As the moon is farther away from 

Earth, it seems smaller and is unable to block the entire view of the sun, because of which the ring-like 
structure could be observed. 

 The total eclipse happens about every year and a half somewhere on Earth, while the partial eclipse 

happens at least twice a year somewhere on Earth. 

GOVERNANCE- WELFARE SCHEMES, E-GOVERNANCE, SERVICES ETC. 

Golden Chariot Train 

Indian Railways announced that the luxurious Golden Chariot train will start plying from March 2020. 

About: 

 The announcement was made after the Karnataka State Tourism Development Corp (KSTDC) signed a 

memorandum of understanding with the Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation (IRCTC) to 

market and operate the Golden Chariot train. 

 The Golden Chariot is South India's only luxury train. It is an 18-coach-long train with 44 guest rooms. 
At least, 84 passengers can enjoy the train ride at one time. 

 The Golden Chariot, which started plying in 2008, began as a joint initiative of the Karnataka 

government and the Indian Railways. Its services were, however, suspended by the Karnataka 

government temporarily on account of huge losses. 

 Once the services begin from March next year, the Golden Chariot will cover tourist destinations in 

Karnataka, Kerala, Puducherry and other south Indian states. It also proposes to include Bandipur, 

Mysuru, Halebid, Chikmagalur, Hampi, Bijapur and Goa in its itinerary.  

Related Info:  Since 2010, IRCTC already runs the ultra luxurious Maharaja Express train. Similarly, while 

Rajasthan has the Palace On Wheels, Maharashtra has the Deccan Queen. 
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS- BILATERAL, GROUPINGS, ORGANISATIONS 

2019 World Conference On Access To Medical Products 

Union Minister for Health Dr. Harsh Vardhan inaugurated the „2019 World Conference on Access to Medical 

Products: Achieving the SDGs 2030.‟ 

About: 

 The 2019 World Conference on Access to Medical Products- Achieving the SDGs 2030 will be 
convened from 19-21 November 2019 in New Delhi. 

 It is being jointly organized by the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare (MoHFW) and the World 

Health Organization (WHO), in collaboration with the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR); 

Biotechnology Industry Research Assistance Council (BIRAC); and Translational Health Science and 

Technology Institute (THSTI). 

 The Conference is a follow on from the “2017 and 2018 World Conference on Access to Medical 

Products” organized in November 2017 and October 2018 by the Ministry of Health and Family 

Welfare, Government of India. 

 Objectives of the conference are to: Explore new approaches in the innovation landscape in medical 

products for achieving Universal Health Coverage and the SDG 2030 goals and Discuss the role of 

intellectual property to promote access to medical products.  
Related Info : The World Health Assembly recently adopted resolution WHA 72.8 „Improving the transparency 

of markets for medicines, vaccines, and other health products‟. 

South Asia Safety Summit 

The 2nd edition of South Asia Safety Summit was organized by the Ministry of Women and Child Development 

(WCD) and FACEBOOK in New Delhi. 

About: 

 The South Asia Safety Summit is being organized to highlight the issue of safety while individuals and 

communities are connected on the digital platform. 

 Participants from 125 civil society organizations who have expertise in running digital literacy 

programmes and creating tools for social-emotional development of young people attended the 

Summit. They are from India, Nepal, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, and Afghanistan. 

 During the Summit, Union Minister of WCD launched “We Think Digital” website. This website is an 

online education portal with interactive tutorials aimed at helping people think critically and share 

thoughtfully online. The topics covered include privacy, safety, security, digital discourse and knowing 

your digital footprint. 

Imd World Talent Ranking 

According to the latest edition of IMD World Talent Ranking, India has slipped 6 places to 59 rank on the 

global annual list of 63 countries. 

About:  

 International Institute for Management Development (IMD) is a business education school located in 

Lausanne, Switzerland. 

 The ranking is based on the performance in three main categories -- investment and development, 

appeal and readiness. 
Findings: 

 The list was topped by Switzerland. Denmark was placed second and Sweden, was in the third place. 

 India has slipped 6 places to 59 rank on the global annual list of 63 countries. India is also lagging 

behind fellow BRICs countries - China ranked 42nd on the list, Russia (47th) and South Africa (50th). 

 India also witnessed one of the sharpest declines among Asian economies owing to low quality of life, 

negative impact of brain drain, and the low priority of its economy on attracting and retaining talents. 

 In Asia, Singapore rose from 13th to 10th position compared to last year, Hong Kong SAR from 18th 

to 15th, and Taiwan from 27th to 20th. 

West Bank Settlements 

The United States has declared that it does not consider Israeli settlements on the West Bank a violation of 

international law. 

 The U.S.A.'s stand is different from that of most countries on the issue. 

 Even the USA considered the West Bank settlements as illegitimate since 1978. However in 2016, the 

US did not veto a resolution that called for an end to Israeli settlements. 

 The current stand of the USA reverses four decades of U.S. policy. 

West Bank Settlements 

 West Bank (about one and a half times the size of Goa) is a landlocked territory in West Asia. It also 

contains a significant section of the western dead sea. 
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 It was captured by Jordan after the Arab-Israeli War (1948) but Israel snatched it back during the Six-Day 
War of 1967 and has occupied it ever since. 

 At present, there are around 130 formal Israeli settlements along with 26 lakh Palestinians at West Bank. 
Global Stand over West Bank Settlements 

 Majority of the countries‟ consider West Bank settlements illegal and an occupied territory. 

 The United Nations General Assembly, the UN Security Council, and the International Court of Justice have 
declared that the West Bank settlements are violative of the Fourth Geneva Convention. 

 Under the Fourth Geneva Convention (1949), an occupying power “shall not deport or transfer parts of its 
own civilian population into the territory it occupies”. 

ENVIRONMENT- CONSERVATION, BIO-DIVERSITY AND ISSUES 
Avian Botulism 
In November, 2019 nearly 10,000 of migratory birds were found dead mysteriously in the Sambhar Salt lake area. 

About: 

 Until November 19, the Rajasthan government had, using various agencies, buried a total 17,454 dead birds 

to prevent the spread of infection. 

 The clinical signs exhibited by affected birds included dullness, depression, anorexia, flaccid paralysis in 

legs and wings, and neck touching the ground. The birds were unable to walk, swim, or take flight. 

 The investigation so far points to avian botulism — a paralytic, frequently fatal disease caused by the 
ingestion of toxins — as a possible cause. This has not, however, been officially confirmed.  

Related Info: 

 The Sambhar Salt Lake, India's largest inland salt lake, is located 80 km southwest of the city of Jaipur, 

Rajasthan . It surrounds the historical Sambhar Lake Town. Sambhar Lake has been designated as a Ramsar 
site (recognized wetland of international importance). 

 Avian botulism is a serious neuromuscular illness of birds caused by a toxin that is produced by the 
bacterium Clostridium botulinum. Avian botulism has been recognised as a major cause of mortality in wild-

birds since the 1900s. 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY- EVERYDAY SCIENCE, SPACE, NUCLEAR, DEFENCE ETC 
Breaking Carbon Dioxide 

Scientists from the University of Connecticut in the US have found a novel catalyst that breaks down carbon dioxide 
into useful chemicals faster, cheaper, and more efficiently than the standard method. 

Background: 

 Extra carbon dioxide in the atmosphere is changing the planet's climate, and many chemists are working on 

efficient ways to turn it into other useful products. 

 However, carbon dioxide's stability makes this tough. It is hard to get the molecule to react with anything 
else. 

 The best existing technique to electrochemically break carbon dioxide into pieces that will chemically react 
uses a catalyst made of platinum, which is a rare, expensive metal. 

Nickel-Iron Catalyst: 

 Now, a team of researchers at Stanford University have created an electrochemical cell filled with a porous, 

foamy catalyst made of nickel and iron. Both metals are cheap and abundant. 

 When carbon dioxide gas enters the electrochemical cell, and a voltage is applied, the catalyst helps the 

carbon dioxide (a carbon atom with two oxygens) break off oxygen to form carbon monoxide (a carbon atom 
with one oxygen). 

 The carbon monoxide is very reactive and a useful precursor for making many kinds of chemicals, including 
plastics and fuels such as gasoline.  

Significance: The new nickel-iron catalyst is more efficient than the expensive platinum process it could replace. The 
discovery could make it possible to economically turn carbon dioxide into fuels. 

ODISHA DEVELOPMENT 
Odisha Fire Services To Come Under 5T From Jan 2020 

Applicants will no longer have to visit the Directorate of Fire Services in Odisha to obtain fire safety certificates as the 
whole process will be carried out through online mode from next year. 

 According to a circular issued by the Chief Minister‟s Office (CMO), the Odisha government has decided to 
bring the Fire Services department under the purview of 5T (transparency, teamwork, technology, time and 

transformation) from January 2020. And the whole process of obtaining fire safety certificates for all types of 
buildings and occupancies will be carried out online from April 1, 2020. 

 The new guidelines mentioned that the field level officials of the fire services department have now been 
vested with powers to issue requisite approvals and fire safety certificates for buildings and occupancies. 

 As per the new norms, applicants can avail fire safety certificates within 18 days of applying for the same. 
The certificates for all types of occupancies would remain valid for two years while the validity period for 

residential buildings will be five years. 

QUOTE OF THE DAY 

You can if you think you can. 
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DAILY ANSWER WRITING PRACTICE 

Qns. India is projected to become the most populous country by 2027 surpassing China 

(UN report - 2019). Discuss the Policies and other efforts made by government in past to 

deal with population explosion in India. Also, state the challenges posed by population 

explosion and measures to address this problem.  

Ans:  

World Population Prospects 2019 has been released by the Population Division of the UN 

Department of Economic and Social Affairs. The key message from the UN‟s World 

Population Prospects 2019 report is that national leaders must redouble their efforts to raise 

education, health and living standards for people everywhere. 

Population explosion is the sudden increase in the numbers of individuals in a community. 

Lately we have been facing population explosion in many countries of the world. In the past 

200-300 years, the world‟s population has increased tremendously. It is predicted that human 

population will increase by 1 billion in the next decade. Population explosion results mainly 

due to difference between birth rates and death rates. 

 

Key findings for India: 

 India will overtake China as the most populous country by around 2027. 

 India is also expected to add 273 million people by 2050 and will remain the most 

populated until the end of the century. 

 India leads the set of nine countries that will make up for more than half the projected 

growth of the global population by 2050. 

 Top five: India is expected to remain the world‟s most populous country with nearly 

1.5 billion inhabitants, followed by China at 1.1 billion, Nigeria with 733 million, the 

United States with 434 million, and Pakistan with an estimated population of 403 

million. Measures taken in India to curb Population Explosion: 

 

Policies in past: 

 Fifth Five Year Plan (1974-1979): In the fifth five year plan, „maternal and child 

health and nutrition services‟ were included as a part of the population control 

program. 

 National Population Policy 1976 and 1977: In 1976, the government of India came up 

with its first National Population policy. The policy came up with a number of 

measures to arrest the population growth. Some of the measures are: 

 Increasing the minimum legal age of marriage for girls and boys to 18 and 21 

respectively. 

 Monetary incentives for birth control. 

 Improving the literacy levels of females both through the formal and non-formal 

channels. 

 Popularise family welfare programmes by using all forms of media. 

 Inculcating population education into the formal education system 

 National Population Policy, 2000 (NPP-2000): In February 2000, the government of 

India came up with the second National Policy on Population. For the first time since 

independence, this document comprehensively addressed the problem of population 

growth in integration with issues such as child survival, maternal health, women 

empowerment and contraception. The immediate objective of the policy is to offer 
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service delivery in integrated approach to improve reproductive health and child care. 

The mid-term objective of the policy was to maintain a total fertility rate (TFR) as 2.1 

children per women as it was considered as the replacement level. The long term 

objective of the policy is to achieve population stabilization by the year 2045. 

 

Challenges posed by Population Explosion: 

 TFR varies significantly across the socio-economic groups, it is concentrated among 

economically weaker section of the society which has implications on our SDGs, 

poverty, hunger, malnutrition, health, education etc. 

 Jobs are not created at the rate it should be and growth is uneven. 

 We have short window of opportunity, it is important to nurture and exploit this 

population growth to the best economic advantages is a challenge. 

 Challenge is how we raise India‟s economic status from being low middle country to 

at least high middle income. 

 Share of older people is rising rapidly, growth for older people is 70% from now to 

2050 but total population is growing only by 56%. 

 The aspiration of the women and families have changed with time, they now want 

fewer children but lack access to family planning. This is evident from one report 

which says that there is 13% unwanted fertility in India. 

 Real challenge is quality of life, 21% of 60 plus population is suffering from chronic 

morbidities. Unequal rate of population growth among states. 

 

Measures: 

 It is very necessary to create growth momentum, investment should be adequately 

made in key infrastructure areas, social infrastructure and that to particularly 

education, water, and health. 

 Family planning is a preventive measure in bringing down maternal and child 

mortality rate. 

 China and Japan have controlled their population by various measures, the same can 

be adopted by us according to our suitability. 

 Proper healthcare facilities to women, education to girl child. 

 It is imperative that policy-makers deal with the situation on multiple fronts. 

 Universal education, value-added skills accretion and massive growth in employment 

in the formal sectors should be the key focus areas. 

 Making agriculture remunerative and keeping food prices stable are crucial to ensure 

nutrition for all. 

 

Conclusion: 

 India is set to become the most populous nation. Analysts believe that India‟s growing 

population can be a double-edged sword and the country needs to put in place the 

right policies to maximize the potential of its people by enhancing the state of 

education, health and infrastructure, so that India figures at better in various human 

development rankings. 
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DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS MCQs 

 
1. With reference to the IMD World Talent Ranking, consider the following statements: 

1. According to the latest edition of IMD World Talent Ranking, India has slipped 6 places 

to 59 rank on the global annual list of 63 countries. 
2. The list was topped by Singapore. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only (c) Both 1 and 2  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

2. The 2nd edition of South Asia Safety Summit was organized by the Ministry of Women and 

Child Development (WCD) and: 
(a) Facebook (b) Google (c) Microsoft  (d) Amazon 

3. Jansankhya Sthirtha Kosh (JSK), an autonomous body existed under which of the following 

ministries? 

(a) Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 
(b) Ministry of Women and Child Development 

(c) Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment 

(d) Ministry of Finance  
4. With reference to the Golden Chariot train, consider the following statements: 

1. It is South India's only luxury train. 

2. It started plying in 2008 and began as a joint initiative of the Karnataka government and 

the Indian Railways. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only (c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

5. With reference to the „2019 World Conference on Access to Medical Products: Achieving the 
SDGs 2030‟, consider the following statements: 

1. It is being jointly organized by the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare (MoHFW) and 

the World Bank. 
2. It is being held in New Delhi. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only (c) Both 1 and 2  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

6. What is „Avian botulism‟, recently in news? 

(a) A serious neuromuscular illness of birds. 

(b) A phenomenon in which whales and dolphins strand themselves on land. 

(c) Drastic destruction of habitat and poaching of Critically Endangered birds. 
(d) None of the above. 

7. Which of the following catalyst has been recently found by the Scientists from the University 

of Connecticut in the US, that breaks down carbon dioxide into useful chemicals faster, 
cheaper, and more efficiently than the standard method? 

(a) Nickel-Iron Catalyst 

(b) Palladium 

(c) Platinum- gold 
(d) Ruthenium 

8. Consider the following statements: 

1. Krishna river originates in Karnataka. 
2. Kabini river is one of the tributaries of the Krishna river. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 


