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 INDIAN HERITAGE AND CULTURE, HISTORY 

Gottiprolu 

Excavation by the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) in Gottiprolu, Andhra Pradesh has unearthed a 

trade centre of early historic period. 

About: 

 The 1st phase of excavation by a team of Archaeological Survey of India at Gottiprolu near 

Naidupeta in Nellore (now renamed as Sri Potti Sri Ramulu) district, Andhra Pradesh has 

discovered the remains of a huge settlement surrounded by a massive brick enclosure. 

 The site of Gottiprolu lies on the right bank of a distributary of river Swarnamukhi, about 17 km 

east of Naidupet and 80 km from Tirupati and Nellore. 

 Among many other antiquities unearthed are one life size Vishnu sculpture and a wide variety of 

pottery of the early centuries of current era. 

 Detailed topographical study and drone images have helped in identifying an early historic 

settlement surrounded by a fortification and the possibility of a moat encircling it. 

 These settlements could have been an important trade centre as indicated by the presence of 

imitated amphorae wares that were mostly used to transport liquid commodities. 

CONSTITUTION AND POLITY 

Union Territories Of J&K And Ladakh 

The state of Jammu and Kashmir has been officially bifurcated into the Union Territories of J&K and 

Ladakh on October 31, the birth anniversary of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. 

About: 

 October 31 will mark the beginning of the functioning of the two UTs at a bureaucratic level. This 

was the date chosen after the bifurcation was announced in Parliament on August 5. 

 The two union territories of Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh came into effect under the Jammu 

and Kashmir Reorganisation Act. 

 While Jammu and Kashmir will have an elected Assembly and council of ministers headed by a 

chief minister, Ladakh will be under the Lieutenant Governor's rule. 

 This is the first time that a state has been reorganised into union territories. India now has 28 states 

and nine union territories. 

 Jammu and Kashmir Assembly will increasing from its current strength to 114. It will have a term 

of five years, instead of the state Assembly‟s term of six years. 

 The Legislative Council of Jammu and Kashmir will stand abolished. Jammu and Kashmir was 

one of the seven states to have a legislative council. 

 Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir will have five Lok Sabha MPs and four Rajya Sabha 

MPs. Ladakh will have one Lok Sabha MP. 

 The Constitution of Jammu and Kashmir and the Ranbir Penal Code (RPC) have also ceased to 

exist now from JK and Ladakh. Indian Penal Code provisions will now be applicable. 

 Central probe agencies like the National Investigation Agency and the Central Bureau of 

Investigation will now be able to take up investigations in the state on their own. 

 The two union territories will have a common high court. 

 While Jammu and Kashmir will be have a Public Service Commission, Ladakh will come under 

the Union Public Service Commission‟s ambit. 

Mercy Petition 
The Tihar Jail administration had asked the convicts in the Nirbhaya case to apply for mercy petition 

before the President within seven days. The order has come after all other legal options have been 

exhausted by the convicts. Even if one of the convicts appeals for mercy, all the convicts will avail the 

benefits. 

 For seeking mercy petition, the death sentence by a sessions (trial) court must be confirmed by the 

High Court. 

 The death sentence convict has an option to appeal to the Supreme Court, if the Supreme Court 

either refuses to hear the appeal or upholds the death sentence, then the convict or his relative can 

submit a mercy petition to the President of India or the Governor of the State (Articles 72 and 

161). 

Grounds of Appeal 

 In his/her mercy petition, the person concerned is required to state the grounds upon which he 

requests for the grant of pardon. 



 

 
 
2 

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS  02 NOVEMBER 2019 

Plot-1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRP Square, Bhubaneswar-751015 

Ph.: 8984111101, 8093083555. Web: www.vanikias.com, E-mail: vaniksias@gmail.com 

 These grounds may not have any value in the eyes of law for exonerating the accused person from 

offence, but they may play an important role in the release of the person by the President. 

 The grounds, such as the convicted person is the only bread earner of the family or the physical fitness 

of the convict, his age or even the law was quite harsh or the court by chance committed any mistake 

or error inadvertently, may be taken into consideration at the time of disposal of the mercy petition. 

 Supreme Court in Kehar Singh v Union of India reiterated its stand and held that the grant of 

pardon by the President is an act of grace and, therefore, cannot be claimed as a matter of right. 

Constitutional Provision 

 Article 72 provides the pardoning power to the President of India, it says: 

o The President shall have the power to grant pardons, reprieves, respites or remissions of 

punishment or to suspend, remit or commute the sentence of any person convicted of any 

offence- 

o in all cases where the punishment or sentence is by a Court-martial; 

o in all cases where the punishment or sentence for an offence against any law relating to a 

matter to which the executive power of the Union extends; 

o in all cases where the sentence is a sentence of death. 

 Article 161 provides that the Governor of a State shall have the power to grant pardons, reprieves, 

respites or remissions of punishment or to suspend, remit or commute the sentence of any person 

convicted of any offence against any law relating to a matter to which the executive power of the 

State extends. 

 In Dhananjoy Chatterjee alias Dhana v State of West Bengal, the Supreme Court has said that, 

“The power under Articles 72 and 161 of the Constitution can be exercised by the Central and 

State Governments, not by the President or Governor on their own”. 

o The advice of the appropriate Government binds the Head of the state 

15-Point Reforms Charter for Parliament 

For effective and better functioning of the Parliament and the State Legislatures, Vice President of India 

recently introduced a 15 point reform charter. 

Key Points   

He highlighted various problems that adversely impact the legislative institutions and suggested remedial 

measures for them. 

 Political Conscience: Call for a new political consciousness amongst legislators to review their 

roles and responsibilities. 

 Quorum: Political parties must ensure attendance of at least 50% of their legislators throughout the 

proceedings of the Houses by adopting a roster system. 

o This was needed in the backdrop of required Quorum (of 10% of the strength of the 

Houses), which if not met, leads to the adjournment of the House. 

 Whip: Review of Whip system which hinders the freedom of expression of the legislators. 

o This will allow a reasonable degree of dissent without impacting the stability of the 

government. 

 Anti- Defection: Review of the Anti Defection Law to rectify the areas like incentivizing 

legislators to resort to actions that invite expulsion from the party besides providing for time-

bound disposal of defection cases by the Presiding Officer. 

 Department Related Standing Committees: Measures for effective functioning of Department 

Related Standing Committees like longer tenure (instead of the present one year), promoting 

specialization, etc were needed. 

 Legislative Impact Assessment: A detailed framework for pre and post Legislative Impact 

Assessment was needed. 

o Every legislative proposal must incorporate a detailed account of social, economic, 

environmental and administrative impact for wider awareness and subsequent legal 

assessment. 

 Voting Preferences: Need for moving away from identity-based voting to that of development-

oriented exercise of voting preferences. Role of caste, community, region, and religion in 

influencing the voting preferences needs to be minimized. 

 Responsible Government and Opposition: Need for responsive governments positively acting on 

the concerns of the opposition and the need for responsible and constructive opposition while 

resorting to available parliamentary instruments. 
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 Simultaneous Polls: Building consensus on the proposal of simultaneous polls to allow 

unrestricted governance. 

 Reservation of Women: Enacting for reservation of women in legislatures. 

 Rules and Regulations: Making rules that automatically take action against erring members in case 

of interruptions and disruptions. Need for timely and effective action against legislators for non-

ethical conduct. 

 Transparency & Accountability: Regular publication of reports by the Secretariats of Legislatures 

on the attendance of Members and their participation in debates. 

 Addressing the concern of a rising number of legislators with criminal records. 

 Setting up of special courts for time-bound adjudication of criminal complaints against legislators. 

 A minimum number of sittings for both the Houses of Parliament and State Legislatures per year 

need to be appropriately prescribed. 

GOVERNANCE- WELFARE SCHEMES, E-GOVERNANCE, SERVICES ETC. 

Program For International Student Assessment (PISA) 
Union Human Resource Development Minister reviewed the preparations for the Programme for 

International Student Assessment (PISA) 2021. 

About: 

 PISA is a triennial international survey. 

 It is coordinated by the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD). 

 Objective: It assesses the quality of education systems across the world by evaluating students in 

science, mathematics and reading. 

 Criteria: The two-hour computer-based test focuses on 15-year-old students as they have either 

completed or are near the end of their compulsory education in most countries. PISA requires the 

examinees to have finished at least six years of formal schooling. 

 Participation in PISA: In 2018, union Human Resource Development (HRD) Ministry decided to 

participate in PISA-2021. The students of Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan, Navodaya Vidyalaya 

Samiti and UT of Chandigarh will represent India in this examination. Till date, India has 

participated only once in PISA in 2009. 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS- BILATERAL, GROUPINGS, ORGANISATIONS 

Members of European Parliament Visit Kashmir 
A delegation of European Union Members of Parliament (MEPs), comprising 27 Members of the 

European Parliament (MEPs) from Italy, Britain, France, Germany, Czech Republic, and Poland, visited 

Srinagar on 29th October, nearly three months after the revocation of Article 370, to see the situation there. 

 The non-profit organizations, Women‟s Economic and Social Think Tank (WESTT) and the 

International Institute for Non-Aligned Studies (IINS) invited and sponsored, this visit to Kashmir. 

 The was undertaken just two days before the state of Jammu and Kashmir was divided into two 

Union territories (October 31st, 2019) of Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh. 

Significance of the Visit 

 As per the government, the visit to Srinagar acquainted the MEPs with the development priorities 

of the region. 

 The decision to allow the MEPs to visit J&K marked a significant turnaround in the government's 

policy after it faced considerable criticism in the EU and in the US over the Article 370 move. 

 The Indian government presented the EU lawmakers' visit as an attempt to let the outside world 

see the ground situation in Kashmir, which Delhi has labelled as normal. 

 The visit also gave a better understanding of the cultural and religious diversity of the region of 

Jammu, Kashmir, and Ladakh; apart from giving them a clear view of the development and 

governance priorities of the region. 

Concerns 

 This visit raises concern as access to J&K is not available to national political leaders, journalists, 

and international diplomats. 

 The group comprises of MEPs, majority of whom belong to far-right, anti-immigration parties in 

the European Union. 

 The European Union (EU) Embassy in Delhi has clarified that the MEPs were in India in their 

“personal capacity”, and not as part of an official delegation. 

o Since the European Parliament and the European Union hierarchy has not been involved, 

this raises some diplomatic doubts. 
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INDIAN ECONOMY 

Core Sector Output Falls by 5.2% 

 The output of eight Core Infrastructure Industries has contracted by 5.2% in September 

(2019), indicating the severity of the economic slowdown. Except for fertilizers (output improved 

by 5.4% in September), the other seven infrastructure industries experienced a contraction.  

The coal sector is the worst performer on account of an extended monsoon, a surge in renewable 

energy supply and labour issues at state-run Coal India Ltd. 

 The eight Core Industries in decreasing order of their weightage: Refinery Products> Electricity> 

Steel> Coal> Crude Oil> Natural Gas> Cement> Fertilizers. 

Industry Weight (In percentage) 

Petroleum & Refinery production 28.04 

Electricity generation 19.85 

Steel production 17.92 

Coal production 10.33 

Crude Oil production 8.98 

Natural Gas production 6.88 

Cement production 5.37 

Fertilizers production 2.63 

ENVIRONMENT- CONSERVATION, BIO-DIVERSITY AND ISSUES 

GB Pant Institute Of Himalayan Environment And Sustainable Development 
Union Minister for Environment has approved setting-up of a New Regional Centre of the GB Pant 

Institute of Himalayan Environment and Sustainable Development in newly created Union Territory (UT) 

of Ladakh. 

About:  

 The new regional centre of the Institute, having headquarters at Kosi-Katarmal in Uttarakhand, 

will expand the R&D outreach of the Institute in entire trans-Himalayan zone of Indian Himalaya.  

 The Ladakh centre will be the fifth regional centres of the Institute which has been involved in 

studying the Indian Himalayan Region and suggesting best ways to conserve the fragile ecosystem 

amid severe threats to its ecology due to global warming.  

 The other four regional centres of the Institute are located at Kullu (Himachal Pradesh), Srinagar 

(Uttarakhand), Pangthang (Sikkim) and Itanagar (Arunachal Pradesh). 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY- EVERYDAY SCIENCE, SPACE, NUCLEAR, DEFENCE ETC 

Pegasus 
It has been reported that the popular messaging platform WhatsApp was used to spy on journalists and 

human rights activists in India earlier this year. The surveillance was carried out using a spyware tool 

called Pegasus. 

About: 

 Pegasus is spyware that can be installed on mobile devices. It is regarded as one of the "most 

sophisticated" smartphone spyware. 

 Working: Pegasus works by sending an exploit link, and if the target user clicks on the link, the 

malware or the code that allows the surveillance is installed on the user‟s phone. Once Pegasus is 

installed, the attacker has complete access to the target user‟s phone. 

 Developed by: It has been developed by the Israeli cyberarms firm, NSO Group. The NSO Group 

is a Tel Aviv-based cyber-security company that specialises in “surveillance technology” and 

claims to help governments and law enforcement agencies across the world fight crime and 

terrorism. 

QUOTE OF THE DAY 

Without continual growth and progress, such words as improvement, achievement, and success have 

no meaning 
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DAILY ANSWER WRITING PRACTICE 

 

Qns: Recent incidences in global politics highlights the trend toward de-globalisation. 

Briefly explain the implication of de-globalisation policies on India.  

Ans: De-globalization is the process of diminishing interdependence and integration between the 

nations. It is characterized by a decline in economic trade and investment between countries. 

Recently, global events like the trade war between the United States and China and Brexit 

Movement in Britain highlight the trend towards de-globalisation. 

Emerging markets like BRICS economies are among the biggest beneficiaries of globalization. 

So rising protectionism would hurt these emerging economies the most. The implications of de-

globalisation policies on India are: 

 Economic impact: De-globalization may lead to a reduction in the rate of economic 

growth of India. 

 Rising protectionism with reduced cooperation among countries will hurt Indian trade and 

exports. Rising import costs of raw materials and equipment would hurt domestic 

manufacturers. 

 Trade barriers are considered to distort free market dynamics and may lead to inflation 

negatively impacting consumer spending. 

 It may reduce employment opportunities as it will prevent the outflow of skilled people 

due to protectionist measures like visa regulations by advanced economies. This will even 

reduce inward remittances to the nation. 

 Social impact: It will lead to a decrease in standards of living as reduced economic 

growth impacts government spending on the welfare of poor and vulnerable. 

 Political impact: Unemployment and economic slowdown put pressure on governments 

that may lead to political instability. 

 Impact on technology: These tendencies limit technological advancement of the world as 

a whole and of developing countries in particular. Limited knowledge sharing, lack of 

flow of technology to developing countries limit advancement in science. 

 Impact on Environmental Conservation: Due to non-cooperation among nations, it may 

impact environment conservation efforts in India. It will reduce the required funding and 

would jeopardize efforts to conserve the environment and tackle climate change. 

 Impact on farmers: Deglobalization may hurt agricultural exports. Indian farmers would 

face the double whammy of environment change and deglobalization. 

Conclusion 

 Therefore, de-globalisation will not only impact economic development in India but 

would hurt the welfare of Indian people as well. 

 New regional organizations like Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP), 

the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP), 

etc show the way forward for enhanced regional interconnectedness. 

 India should coordinate with other emerging economies and utilize its soft power to move 

towards a more cohesive global structure. 
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DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS MCQS 

 
1. Consider the following statements: 

1. Pardoning power of Governor is 

wider than that of President. 
2. Governor can pardon the death 

sentence but the President cannot 

pardon the death sentence. 

Which of the statements given above 

is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

2. „Anti-Defection Law‟ was inserted in 
the constitution by which Amendment 

Act? 

(a) 52nd Amendment Act. 
(b) 61st Amendment Act. 

(c) 69th Amendment Act. 

(d) 85th Amendment Act.  
3. Consider the following statements: 

1. A Union Territory is administered 

by the Governor. 

2. Part-VII of the constitution deals 
with the provisions of the Union 

Territories. 

Which of the statements given above 

is/are INCORRECT? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

4. Consider the following statements: 
1. Electricity generation has the 

highest weightage among all 8 core 

industries. 

2. Eight Core Industries comprise 
more than 50% of the weight of 

items included in the Index of 

Industrial Production. 
Which of the statements given above 

is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

5. Excavation by the Archaeological 

Survey of India (ASI) in Gottiprolu has 

recently unearthed a trade centre of 
early historic period. It is located in: 

(a) Andhra Pradesh 

(b) Kerala 
(c) Tamil Nadu 

(d) Karnataka 

6. The headquarters of GB Pant Institute of 
Himalayan Environment and 

Sustainable Development is located at: 

(a) Kosi-Katarmal (Uttarakhand) 

(b) Kullu (Himachal Pradesh) 
(c) Shimla (Himachal Pradesh) 

(d) Itanagar (Arunachal Pradesh) 

7. With reference to the Programme for 
International Student Assessment 

(PISA), consider the following 

statements: 

1. It is a triennial international survey 
which was first administered in 

1980. 

2. It is coordinated by the Organization 
for Economic Cooperation and 

Development (OECD). 

Which of the statements given above 

is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

8. What is „Pegasus‟, recently seen in 
news? 

(a) Mobile Applicaton 

(b) Spyware 

(c) Comet 
(d) Cryptocurrency

 


