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1. India is a non-signatory of CTBT and NPT, but still declares itself a nuclear state. How 

this affects nuclear disarmament? What could be the implications for India's nuclear 

policy if it signs both the treaties?        

  

Answer: 

India conducted nuclear tests in 1974 and then in 1998 and declared it as a nuclear 
power state but it has not signed NPT and CTBT. NPT doesn’t recognize India as a 
nuclear power. The effects of such a posture by India on nuclear disarmament cannot 
be linear (i.e. if it does nuclear tests it hampers disbarment and vice-versa). 

Does it hamper nuclear disarmament? 

 Since there is no obligation to not to conduct more tests, it may result into further 
nuclear tests and arms race in the reason. 

 Pakistan has cited India as a reason for its nuclear arsenal. 

But in India’s case the reality is different. 

 India has not signed NPT and CTBT, because of their discriminatory nature against 
non-nuclear weapon states. These treaties not talk about complete disarmament. 

 India nuclear tests were because of prevailing security environment which included 
a belligerent and nuclear neighborhood and clandestine proliferation of nuclear 
warheads in the region (to North Korea and then to Pakistan). 

 Pakistan not signing, because India has not signed is a very weak argument as 
there is no guarantee that if India signs it will reciprocate. 

Therefore India’s nuclear capabilities are because of faults in the existing treaties and 
absence of commitment of other nuclear powers of the world to disarmament. 

Also Indian nuclear doctrine put forwarded after 1998 tests, shows its de-facto 
commitment to NPT and CTBT as it postulates: 

 Commitment to nuclear disarmament 
• Voluntary moratorium 
• No first use 
• Nuclear power as a credible deterrence 

• Peaceful use of nuclear energy 

Therefore in this case India’s nuclear posture does not negatively affect nuclear 
disarmament but exhorts nations to move in this direction even without international 
treaty obligations. 

Implications for India’s nuclear policy if it signs both the treaties: 

The implications arising from India signing of these treaties depends on various 
scenarios. India can sign the treaties 

 After world accepting India as nuclear state or 

 With India specific relaxations (as were given in NSG scenario) 

 As a non-nuclear state (chances are negligible) or 



 

 

2 

 
 

 

MODEL PRACTICE QUESTION No – 192 (25.09.2019) 
 

 Plot-1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRP Square, Bhubaneswar-751015 
Ph. :  8984111101, 8093083555. Web : www.vanikias.com, E-mail : vaniksias@gmail.com 

 

In the first and second case, India’s signing is not going to effect in any way its nuclear 
arsenal, no first use policy and self-imposed moratorium, as these will be replaced by 
international obligation through CTBT and NPT. 

But the main challenge will be the conflict between India’s principle of complete 
nuclear disarmament and discriminatory nature of NPT. How India will reconcile with 
that will be difficult. 

Benefits for India: 

With India signing these it will be able to get membership of IAEA and will be able to 
control clandestine use of nuclear material for military purposes by rogue nations. It 
will be able to have greater access to civil nuclear technology and will be able to get 
into civil nuclear business. 

Therefore it will be able to contribute in a better way in civilian use of nuclear 
technology and can also play a leadership role in disarmament efforts through limiting 
access to new countries. 

 

PRACTICE QUESTIONS 

Answer the following Questions   

1. What are the factors that have influenced the contemporary attitude of the state and 

the society towards homosexuality in India? Also, comment on the changing 

attitude and the factors driving this change.     (150 words) 

2. With behavioural issues and suicides among children on the rise, teachers and 

parents need to play an active part in ensuring mental well-being. Discuss. Also, 

explain the importance of emotional intelligence in this regard.   (150 words) 

 


