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1. The presence of which of the following can be considered as ‘signs of life’ on distant planets? 

1. Methane 

2. Nitrous oxide 

3. Ozone 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) All of the above 

2. The environmental Kuznets curve (EKC) hypothesis suggests that: 

(a) As per capita income grows, the increase in environmental impact hits the maximum and 

thereafter declines. 

(b) Higher the per capita income, more will be the level of pollution as people consume more 

resources. 

(c) Less per capita income stands for low environmental pollution as people consume less resources. 

(d) Per capita has no significant relation with the environmental pollution. 

3. Which of the following Buddhist heritage sites have been correctly matched with the States where 

they are located? 

1. Sanghon: Punjab 

2. Assan: Haryana 

3. Rumtek: Sikkim 

4. Bomdila: Arunachal Pradesh 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 4 only 

(d) All of the above 

4. A technique called the Short Tandem Repeat (STR) analysis is most widely used in: 

(a) Finding presence of radio-active wastes in metal garbage. 

(b) Forensic analysis. 

(c) In vitro fertilisation. 

(d) Extraction of rare earth metals from their ore. 

5. ‘Neemrana Dialogue’, which was recently in news, is concerned with: 

(a) India-Pakistan Track II diplomacy 

(b) U.S.-Iran Nuclear Deal 

(c) Climate change talks in Paris 

(d) None of these 

6. Which of the following statements are true about ‘light year’? 

1. It is the distances the light will travel in one year. 

2. It is a measure of both distance and time. 

3. The mean distance between the sun and the earth, in terms of light years, is 8.311 minutes. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 
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(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) All of the above 

7. Which of the following statements are correct regarding Nor’westers? 

1. It is a type of hot weather storm. 

2. These are observed in southern states of India just before the arrival of Monsoon. 

3. Rainfall from these storms is useful for tea, jute and rice cultivation. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) All of the above 

8. Consider the following statements about the Model Code of Conduct (MCC): 

1. Article 324 of the Constitution mandates the Election Commission of India to hold free and fair 

elections. 

2. The Model Code of Conduct is enforceable by law. 

3. The Model Code of Conduct is a part of the Representation of the People Act, 1951. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 only   (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only   (d) All of the above 

9. Consider the following statements about the Pradhan Mantri Vaya Vandana Yojana (PMVVY): 

1. It is a Pension Scheme exclusively for the senior citizens aged 60 years and above. 

2. The scheme is exempted from Service Tax/ GST. 

3. Life Insurance Corporation (LIC) of India has been given the sole privilege to operate this 

Scheme. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) All of the above 

10. Who among the following are the ex-officio members of the National Human Rights Commission? 

1. The chairman of the National Commission for Minorities 

2. The chairman of the National Commission for Schedule Castes 

3. The chairman of the National Commission for Schedule Tribes 

4. The chairman of the National Commission for Backward Classes 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(c) 1, 3 and 4 only 

(d) All of the above 

11. Consider the following statements about the ‘banni grassland’: 

1. It the largest grassland of Asia. 

2. It is situated near the Great Rann of Kutch. 

3. It is known for its scarce rainfall and semi-drought conditions. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
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(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) All of the above 

12. Which of the following countries with their official/unofficial borders are correctly matched: 

1. India-China: Durand Line 

2. India-Pakistan: McMahon Line 

3. Pakistan-Afghanistan: Radcliffe Line 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 only   (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only   (d) None of these 

13. Consider the following statements: 

1. Clean Sea-2018 was the Regional Level Marine Oil Pollution Response Exercise conducted by 

the Indian Coast Guard at sea off Port Blair. 

2. Indian Coast Guard under the Ministry of Home Affairs is responsible for marine environment 

protection in maritime zones of India. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 only   (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

14. E-way bills are required to be generated for goods to be taken by: 

(a) Roads only 

(b) Railway and Roads only 

(c) Roads and Air only 

(d) Railway, Air and Roads 

15. Consider the following statements: 

1. Impeachment of Chief Justice of India or any other Supreme Court judge can be initiated in either 

House of Parliament. 

2. The judge against whom a motion of Impeachment has been moved can defend himself 

personally or through a representative before the House. 

3. The details of the impeachment motion has to be revealed before it is admitted. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) All of the above 

16. Which of the following are among the challenges facing the Green Bonds Market in India? 

1. Poor sovereign rating (BBB-). 

2. No common definition of ‘green’ from the domestic perspective. 

3. Smaller size of projects resulting in relatively smaller issue sizes. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) All of the above 
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17. The key difference between a Geosynchronous Orbit and a Geostationary Orbit is: 

(a) A geosynchronous orbit is located at a greater height than a geostationary orbit. 

(b) A geosynchronous orbit is used for communication while a geostationary orbit is used for weather 

forecasting. 

(c) Unlike a geostationary orbit, satellites in a geosynchronous orbit rotate at a speed exactly at the 

speed of rotation of the Earth on its axis. 

(d) While the geostationary orbit lies on the same plane as the equator, the geosynchronous orbit has 

a different inclination. 

18. Which of the following have been correctly matched? 

Greenhouse Gas: Major Source 

1. Sulfur Hexafluoride - Semiconductor manufacturing 

2. Nitrogen Trifluoride - Electricity transmission 

3. Chlorofluorocarbon-12 — Refrigerants 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only  (b) 2 only 

(c) 3 only   (d) 2 and 3 only 

19. The Holocene — the most recent epoch of time spanning from 11,700 years ago to the present — is 

divided into which of the following Ages? 

1. Greenlandian 

2. Northgrippian 

3. Meghalayan 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) All of the above 

20. A reverse bidding mechanism is a process in which: 

(a) A buyer can sell the tender/contract to other registered bidder at a profit only. 

(b) A buyer can sell the tender/contract to other registered bidder at a loss only. 

(c) A bidder who offers the least bid wins. 

(d) The government can cancel the tender/contract at any time without giving any notice. 
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