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NATIONAL SOCIAL ISSUES- WOMEN, POPULATION, URBANISATION, 

EMPOWERMENT ETC 

Swachh Shakti 2019 

Swachh Shakti 2019 Awards were recently distributed by the PM on the occasion of Swach Shakti 

2019 programme. 

Swachh Shakti Programme: 

 The Swachh Shakti Programme is a national event which aims to bring in to focus the 

leadership role played by rural women in Swachh Bharat Mission. 

 Launched in 2017, the Programme is a part of ongoing activities under the aegis of the 

Swachh Bharat Mission, launched on October 2, 2014 by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

to achieve a clean and Open Defecation Free (ODF) India by October 2, 2019. 

 The programme is attended by women panchs and sarpanchs from across the country. 

 The first edition of Swachh Shakti programme was launched from Gandhinagar, Gujarat by 

the Prime Minister Narendra Modi on International Women‟s Day 2017. The second edition 

was launched from Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh. 

INDIAN HERITAGE AND CULTURE, HISTORY 

Ghumot to be declared Goa’s heritage musical instrument 

Ghumot, an indigenous earthen drum will soon be notified as a heritage instrument of Goa. It is  

designed clay pot, with the skin of the monitor lizard stretched taut across the pot‟s mouth, forming a 

drumhead. It is a percussion instrument widely played during Ganesh Chaturthi Aarties. 
Banning of Ghumot:  

 The skin of monitor lizard is one of the key components of the Ghumot. Since the monitor 

lizard was classified as an endangered wildlife species and was listed in Schedule I of the 

Wildlife (Protection) Act 1972, Ghumot was banned by the Forest Department of Goa. 

 In recent years attempts were made to revive the heritage instrument of Goa by replacing 

monitor lizard skin with the skin of a she-goat. This revival had spiked the interests about the 

instrument. 

 Taking forward the efforts to conserve the heritage musical instrument the government of Goa 

is taking steps to declare Ghumot as the heritage musical instrument of Goa. 

CONSTITUTION AND POLITY 

Minority Status of Aligarh Muslim University 

The Supreme Court has referred the petition seeking withdrawal of minority status of the Aligarh 

Muslim University to a seven-judge bench. The matter has been referred to the larger bench to 
determine the correctness of minority status of AMU and to define the parameters for granting 

minority status to the institution. 

 The issue:  

 In 1981, an amendment was brought in to accord the university minority status, which was 

held as unconstitutional by the Allahabad High Court. The Attorney General had told the 

Supreme Court that the Aligarh Muslim University could not be categorised as a minority 

institution. 

 After the Allahabad High Court recognised the university as a non-minority institution in 

2006, the Congress-led UPA government had filed a plea challenging the verdict. 

 The NDA government in 2016 told the Supreme Court that it was withdrawing the appeal 

filed by the previous government saying that the university was set up by a Central Act, a 

five-judge Constitution bench of the Supreme Court had held it as a “central university” and 

not a minority institution. 
„Minority character‟ of an educational institution: Article 30(1) of the Constitution gives all religious 

and linguistic minorities the right to set up and run educational institutions, including schools, 

colleges and universities. The law guarantees that governments will not discriminate in giving aid on 
the basis of their being „minority‟ institutions, thus sealing in a commitment by the Government of 

India to allow minorities to flourish. 

AMU: 

 AMU was founded as the Madrasatul Uloom in 1875 in Aligarh, and evolved into the 

Mohammedan Anglo Oriental College. The seeds of Jamia Millia Islamia were sown in 



 

 
 
2 

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS       14 February 2019 

Plot-1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRP Square, Bhubaneswar-751015 

Ph.: 8984111101, 8093083555. Web: www.vanikias.com, E-mail: vaniksias@gmail.com 

Aligarh by a group of nationalist students and members who formed a camp there as Jamia 

Millia Islamia, which later moved to Delhi. Leaders like M A Ansari, Zakir Husain and 
Mahatma Gandhi encouraged the university to push nationalist values and ideas. 

 However, there was friction between JMI and AMU along political lines, as a significant 

section at AMU was said to be tilting towards the Muslim League, while the „nationalist‟ JMI 

was wholeheartedly supported by the Congress. 

  

GOVERNANCE- WELFARE SCHEMES, E-GOVERNANCE, SERVICES ETC. 

Kisan Urja Suraksha evam Utthaan Mahaabhiyan or KUSUM scheme 

The Government is formulating a Scheme „Kisan Urja Suraksha evam Utthaan Mahabhiyan 
(KUSUM)‟ which inter-alia aims to promote use of solar energy among the farmers. 

KUSUM scheme: 

 It is a Rs. 1.4 lakh-crore scheme for promoting decentralized solar power production of up to 

28,250 MW to help farmers. 

 Benefits: It would provide extra income to farmers, by giving them an option to sell 

additional power to the grid through solar power projects set up on their barren lands. It 

would help in de-dieselising the sector as also the DISCOMS. 

 Components of the scheme: The components of the scheme include building 10,000 MW 

solar plants on barren lands and providing sops to DISCOMS to purchase the electricity 

produced, „solarising‟ existing pumps of 7250 MW as well as government tube wells with a 
capacity of 8250 MW and distributing 17.5 lakh solar pumps. The 60% subsidy on the solar 

pumps provided to farmers will be shared between the Centre and the States while 30% would 

be provided through bank loans. The balance cost has to be borne by the farmers. 

 Significance of the scheme: Expected positive outcomes of the scheme include promotion of 

decentralised solar power production, reduction of transmission losses as well as providing 

support to the financial health of DISCOMs by reducing the subsidy burden to the agriculture 

sector. The scheme would also promote energy efficiency and water conservation and provide 
water security to farmers. 

 The proposed scheme provides for: 

o Setting up of grid-connected renewable power plants each of 500KW to 2 MW in the 

rural area. 

o Installation of standalone off-grid solar water pumps to fulfil irrigation needs of farmers 
not connected to grid. 

o Solarization of existing grid-connected agriculture pumps to make farmers independent of 

grid supply and also sell surplus solar power generated to Discom and get extra income. 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS- BILATERAL, GROUPINGS, ORGANISATIONS 

World Government Summit 2019 

The seventh annual World Government Summit is being held in Dubai (UAE). 
World Government Summit: 

 The World Government Summit is a global platform dedicated to shaping the future of 

government worldwide. Each year, the Summit sets the agenda for the next generation of 

governments with a focus on how they can harness innovation and technology to solve 

universal challenges facing humanity. 

 It is basically a knowledge exchange center at the intersection between government, futurism, 

technology, and innovation. It functions as a thought leadership platform and networking hub 

for policymakers, experts, and pioneers in human development. 

 The Summit is a gateway to the future as it functions as a stage for analysis of the future 

trends, issues, and opportunities facing humanity. It is also an arena to showcase innovations, 
best practice, and smart solutions to inspire creativity to tackle these future challenges. 

INDIAN ECONOMY 

Dam Rehabilitation and Improvement Project (DRIP) 

The 5th International Dam Safety Conference–2019 is being held in Bhubaneswar as a joint initiative 
of the Government of India, Government of Odisha and the World Bank under aegis of the ongoing 
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World Bank assisted Dam Rehabilitation and Improvement Project (DRIP) as a part of institutional 

strengthening. 
Objectives:  

 Dam Safety Conferences are being organized as an annual event in different DRIP States in 

collaboration with the Implementing Agencies and leading academic institutes to provide a 

common platform for all stakeholders including non-DRIP States. 

 Dam professionals, academicians, scientists, as well as industries both from within the 

country and from around the world gather to deliberate on all aspects related to dam safety 
and the solutions that worked best in addressing dam safety concerns. 

 About 80% of our large dams are over twenty-five years old. About 209 dams are over 100 

years old and were built in an era when design practices and safety considerations were much 

below the current design and safety norms. Several of these dams may be experiencing 
distress and are in need of attention for ensuring their structural safety and operational 

efficiency. 

DRIP: 

 The Ministry of Water Resources (MoWR), Government of India, with assistance from the 

World Bank, is implementing the Dam Rehabilitation And Improvement Project (DRIP), 

which would be a six-year project. 

 The Central Dam Safety Organisation of Central Water Commission, assisted by a Consulting 

firm, is coordinating and supervising the Project implementation. 

 Goals: The project originally envisaged the rehabilitation and improvement of about 223 

dams within four states namely, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, and Tamil Nadu and later 
Karnataka, Uttarakhand (UNVNL) and Jharkhand (DVC) joined DRIP and total number of 

dams covered under DRIP increased to 250. The project will also promote new technologies 

and improve Institutional capacities for dam safety evaluation and implementation at the 
Central and State levels and in some identified premier academic and research institutes of the 

country. 

 The project development objectives of DRIP are: (i) to improve the safety and performance of 

selected existing dams and associated appurtenances in a sustainable manner, and (ii) to 
strengthen the dam safety institutional setup in participating states as well as at central level. 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY- EVERYDAY SCIENCE, SPACE, NUCLEAR, DEFENCE 

ETC 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) and foraminifera 
A new Artificial Intelligence (AI) programme can automatically identify microscopic marine 

organisms- Foraminifera or forams. 

Foraminifer 

 Foraminifera or forams are organisms that have been prevalent in Earth's oceans for more 

than 100 million years. 

 The current system works by placing a foram under a microscope capable of taking 

photographs. 

 An LED ring shines light onto the foram from 16 directions while taking an image of the 

foram with each change in light. 

 These 16 images are combined to provide as much geometric information as possible about 

the foram's shape. 

 The AI then uses this information to identify the foram's species. 

 This is a successful first step toward building a robotic platform that will be able to identify, 

pick and sort forams automatically. 

QUOTE OF THE DAY 

 

The secret of your Future is found in your Daily Activities. 


